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A Word From Your DS 
       
Dear Friends in Catskill Hudson District, 

 

At our recent District Conference it seemed appropriate to me to give a progress report, or a “State 
of the Superintendency” speech that shared some of the perspectives I’ve gained in my first 10 
months on the job.  We include it here to share with a wider audience my appreciation for the 
people of the district, some concerns that I hope we can address together, and my evolving sense of
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what it means for us to be a connectional church.  I would appreciate feedback and would enjoy 
entering into a dialogue with people in response to what I’m sharing here. 
         

        Jim Moore   
 

 
 
District Superintendent’s Report:  Rev. James W. Moore 
 

In the last nine months many people have asked me “So, what’s it like being a District 
Superintendent?”  My reply has often been “That is a very complicated question!” and I know the 
complete answer will take at least a few more years to evolve.  It probably will still be evolving as 
I complete my term.  Thus far Superintendency certainly makes me aware of my need for God’s 
grace and guidance.  It makes me appreciate the kindness and goodwill of church members and the 
cooperative spirit of pastors in many, many communities.  It requires aptitudes that weren’t always 
called forth during my years as a parish pastor.  It makes me aware of the diversity to be found 
within the Body of Christ. It reinforces the conviction that Christian service is almost always a 
communal activity – that is, a team approach rather than a solo effort.  It inspires me at times, and 
discourages me at other times.  I’ve learned a lot, and know I have a lot more to learn, but I trust 
that I am in the right place for serving God at this time of my life and I appreciate the graciousness 
with which people have accepted me, and their willingness to let me get up to speed as I have 
begun this work.   
 

In this first year I have been making it my priority to become well acquainted with our pastors and 
with as many church members as possible.  I held one-on-one meetings with almost every pastor, 
and I went to each church or charge for individual charge conferences last fall, feeling that it was 
time well invested.  In the fall of 2008 I will probably do some pairing of churches for charge 
conferences – cutting down from 68 meetings to perhaps 50 or so - but my intention will still be to 
have as individualized an approach as possible.  I also have been making the rounds for worship, 
and have been to services in 45 of the churches thus far. 
   

At times I come back from my journeys around the district with a lot of inspiration.  We have 
some churches where there is a vibrant spirit of enthusiasm, obvious love among the people, 
interesting and creative work, and strong devotion to our Lord.  We have pastors of all kinds – 
young and old, liberal and conservative (whatever those terms mean), part-time, full-time, 
seminary trained, course of study trained, and a few with no official training, but I see commitment 
and faith in every single one.  Some are more successful; some more gifted; some are fortunate to 
work in areas where ministry is relatively easy and others in situations that are discouraging, but 
they are all striving to live out their faith in Christ as they invest themselves in ministry.   I have 
great respect for every one of our pastors in the Catskill Hudson District.  I also see among our 
laity many talented and committed souls who invest themselves in the work of their local churches, 
and some who are also committed to work in the District and Conference as lay speakers, 
volunteers in mission, leaders in United Methodist Women, and in numerous other ways.  I am 
very grateful for the people of God all around us in these 104 churches.  

 

Within the context of that respect and appreciation, however, I need to share that my journeying 
around the district has also brought me some concerns – concerns about the vitality of particular 
churches and concerns about the district itself and its capacity to help congregations and pastors in 
their mission. 
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Here are some of the most common needs I have seen:  Ministry with children - Many of our 
churches have no Sunday School program, and no children involved in any aspect of the church’s 
life.  How can we begin outreach to children and their parents, to these young people who need the 
gift of faith, and whose energies are needed in our congregations?..... Stewardship - Finances are a 
concern in every church and money is a tool that is needed to make mission and ministry possible.  
How can we move from a culture of wearisome fund-raising to a community in which spirit-filled 
people see giving as a joyful part of their faith life? ….. Exciting worship -  It doesn’t have to be 
“contemporary” with praise songs, power point, and a band, but people need worship that is alive, 
personally-engaging, down to earth, inspiring and worthy of becoming the center of a person’s 
week.  Many people need variety, as well as a certain dependability in their worship.  Different 
generations may need a variety of emphases.  How can our churches make their worshiping lives 
more and more vital? …… Evangelism:  In many of our churches it has been a long time since 
anyone became a member on profession of faith.  The purpose of the United Methodist Church is 
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” but many of us do not 
know how to do that, though we would like to be able to share our faith.  How can we create 
church communities in which inviting strangers and making disciples is our steady, ongoing, 
normal way of life?......  “Connectionalism”:  In a sprawling district formed from two other 
districts, and far from the Conference Center, how can we create an appropriate pride and sense of 
belonging in the UMC, and bring churches together in mission, fellowship and mutual support? 
 

Some of our churches have been grappling with questions like the ones I’ve raised here.  The 
“Natural Church Development” program has been helpful for many congregations as they 
determine their most critical needs for self-improvement and begin to address them…..  Some of 
the geographic “Circuits” formed in recent years have given pastors a place of support, learning 
and belonging, though other circuits have not been active at all…...  The Lay Speakers’ program 
and the United Methodist Women have been two district level programs that have offered 
inspiration and learning for people beyond their local churches……  A number of our people, 
including two youth, have been Volunteers in Mission, going on our behalf to the Gulfcoast and 
Costa Rica, and bringing back the inspiration that comes from serving others in the spirit of Christ.   

 

My hope in the coming year is that the district will begin to provide more of the training and 
encouragement needed by our congregations with regard to children’s ministries, evangelism, and 
the other concerns I’ve noted.  With this in mind I am very pleased that we will have an expanded 
District Council on Ministries in the coming year, a planning group whose major priority will be 
brainstorming and implementing ways to bring our people together for spiritual and practical 
learning.  Given the sprawling geography of Catskill Hudson this will take some creative 
scheduling – perhaps offering useful events two or three times in different locations – but I am 
hopeful that we will find many ways to help each other to be more faithful and effective in our 
local church ministries.   
 

Along the way I have left undone some things I should have done, or would have liked to have 
done, this year.  One of my significant omissions has been the failure to organize regular 
supervisory and supportive groups for our Local Pastors and Probationary members.  That’s a DS 
responsibility I will address in the coming year.  I also hope to be able to bring pastors together for 
a seminar on preaching the Lent and Easter texts next Winter, or perhaps even offer a brief pre-
Lenten pastor’s retreat next year.  Another goal is to establish some kind of Catskill Hudson choir, 
perhaps to sing at Annual Conference, or at various district events.  We have a lot of talented 
musicians among our pastors and church members. 
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I am grateful to many people who have been very helpful to me as I have begun this new work.  In 
particular, I am extremely grateful to my wife Holly, who serves as the administrative assistant for 
the district, and who has been such a supportive and good-hearted partner while trying to learn all 
the minutia that comes with running a district.  In addition (in no particular order) I am thankful to 
Rev. Mark Chatterton, the previous superintendent, and Dru Chatterton, who were so generous in 
sharing the things they’d learned in 7 years on the job…….. to the Superintendency Committee, 
and the people of Overlook UMC who organized and hosted the wonderful “Celebration of 
Appointment” service for me last October……  for Pastors who get their paperwork in on 
time…… for the District Trustees who maintain the home and offices where we live and work, and 
do so with a very gracious attitude…… for churches who pay their apportionments….. for leaders 
– both lay and clergy – who help our connection to be connected…..  for the privilege of traveling 
through some of the most beautiful scenery fashioned by our creator God…… for pastoral 
colleagues who still treat me as a friend, even though I might now be considered their “boss”…….. 
and for the promises of  our gracious God, who calls us by name, who goes before us in life and 
death, who empowers us by the Holy Spirit, and who says “Lo, I am with you always.”  
 
        Rev. James Moore 
        April 19, 2008 
  
 

Appointment Changes and Retirements on our District 
 
Bishop Park intends to make the following appointment changes effective July 1st: 
 

·  Dale Ellen Krazmien will be moving from the Chatham UMC to Gardinertown UMC in 
Newburgh, NY. 

·  Steve Peiffer will be moving from Coeymans Hollow and Dormansville to the Goshen 
UMC. Anne Rossini, who has been serving as a chaplain at Albany  Medical Center, will 
succeed Steve at Coeymans Hollow and Dormansville. 

·  Bob Johnson will be retiring and departing from Trinity UMC in Hudson, but will 
continue his ministry at First UMC in Coxsackie.   He will be following Bob Granger, who 
is “re-retiring”. 

·  Ken Coddington will continue to serve the Philmont UMC, but will also be serving at 
Trinity: Hudson, approximately half-time at each church. 

·  Martha Vink will continue her part-time ministry at SUNY Delhi while assuming the 
pastorate at the United Ministry of Delhi.  This church is both UMC and Presbyterian and 
was most recently served by Lisa Heckman, a Presbyterian pastor. 

 
In addition, we pray God’s blessing on these pastors who will begin retirement after Conference:   

·  Maybelle Renzi, who has been serving in Grahamsville and Sundown, and will be moving 
to North Carolina 

·  Linda McEathron, who has been serving Copake and Craryville, and will be moving to 
Nevada. 

 
We pray that God will be guiding and blessing these friends as they are embarking on new 
chapters in their lives. 
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Children’s Invitation to This Year’s Annual Conference 
 
Bishop Jeremiah Park has issued an invitation for 1,000 children to join him on Saturday, June 14 
to gather for a day of celebration at the New York Annual Conference at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, N.Y.  Continuing the momentum of last year’s amazing collection of more than 
$92,000 by the youth for Nothing But Nets, Bishop Park has designated Heifer International as the 
mission project for children.  Bishop Park has challenged the youth to raise the funds to fill ten 
arks, a total of $50,000.  The children will present their offering during  the morning program in the 

arena.   
 

Children will be invited to sit center stage beginning at 11:00 a.m. 
for programming designed for children.  The theme will be the 
Noah’s Ark story, complete with interactive storytelling by Noah 
himself, costumed animals, and music.   
 

What does the day look like?   Children and their chaperones will 
begin to be seated at 10:30 a.m. in the arena for the 11:00 a.m. program.  At 

noon, children and chaperones will be invited to have lunch and visit a festival 
area where children will have fun experiencing all kinds of activities in a carnival-like 
setting.  The activities will end at 2:00 p.m.  Be sure to provide enough chaperones for the safely 
of your children. 
 
How do you register?  Since lunch will be provided at no cost to you, it is essential that you 
register the number of children and chaperones by e-mailing Ann Pearson at apearson@nyac.com 
or by calling 888-696-6922, ext. 230 by June 2nd . 
 
How can you help?  Individuals, local churches, or organization volunteers are being asked to 
sponsor a station at the festival.  Selected activities could be simple crafts, clown ministry, mimes, 
jugglers, face painting, animal balloons, puppet shows, instruments, dance, storytelling, visiting 
pets (e.g. therapy dogs) – let your imagination go crazy!  If you want to volunteer and have an 
idea, e-mail Ann Pearson.  If you want to volunteer and don’t have an idea, she has lots of ideas.  
Would you like to wear an animal costume?  We anticipate that the festival stations will be active 
for about an hour and a half. 
 
A packet of information was mailed to each church.  The Learning Center has some audio-visual 
materials for you to borrow to show in Sunday Schools, Council meetings and other gatherings to 
help tell the Heifer story.  Call 888-696-6922, ext. 228. 
 
The Heifer International website has a tremendous amount of information for education and use.  
To connect with the Heifer International website, please go to http://www.Heifer.org 
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A comfortable, air-conditioned, motor coach bus has been reserved to transport United Methodists 

from our district to the Annual Conference at Hofstra University, especially in time for the 
Children’s Event, celebrating our gifts to Heifer International as described by Bishop Jeremiah 

Park, having lunch at Conference, and attending the special Children’s Festival.   
 

Deadline for reservations is the same date as the deadline to let Ann Pearson know if you will be 
at the event (lunch provided)—May 15.  If we hear from enough people to make another pick-up 

stop that is possible, we will arrange that. 
 
 
 

Departure:  7:30 a.m. from Kingston Plaza (by former Ames store) 
Return:  leaving Hofstra at 2:30 p.m., back in Kingston by 5:00 p.m. 
Cost:   $20 for adults and $10 for children 
Capacity:  55 persons 
Reservations:   Contact the District Office at 845-679-6350 or cathudnyac@aol.com or  
71 Van Dale Rd., Woodstock, NY 12498.  
More information:  Rev. Lucy Jones at 845-657-2326 or 5107 or revlucy@earthlink.net 
Deadline for reservations:  May 15  

�
�
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Pray for Annual Conference 

Because we are a people who "through the grace of God embodies a beloved 
community of hope ," and because we desire to build up a "healthy body of Christ 
with heart-warmed United Methodists in mission for the transformation of the 

world ," we must be a people of prayer.  Therefore, the Connectional Vision Table 
asks each member of all of our churches to be in prayer for three minutes at 3 o'clock, 
lifting up concerns and needs of our churches, the communities in which they serve, 
and the world, and our annual conference gathering June 11-14 at Hofstra. 

 
 
 
Wanderings . . . 
 
In seeking a focus for this month’s column, I “googled” United Methodist Church and found the 
official website of the United Methodist Church at: http://unitedmethodist.org/.  I encourage you to 
take a look, too!  What a pleasant, user-friendly site it is.  There are links if you would like to: 
request prayer for yourself or another; have a question about the UMC; or desire to learn more 
about the social principles, beliefs, and organization of our denomination. 
Under the link “Meet the People of the United Methodist Church,” you will find: 

 
We all share a faith in Jesus Christ, but the Church encourages us to think for 
ourselves, so we don’t necessarily share the same opinions about every faith issue or 
social concern. And there are lots of us: 8.5 million United Methodists live in the 
U.S., and 1.5 million more worldwide, with the largest growth in membership 
occurring in Africa and the Philippines. In all, there are 36,000 United Methodist 
churches in the U.S. 
 
We aren’t striving to be all the same, but we are striving to work together to a 
significant difference in the world. We have created an extensive Volunteers in 
Mission effort, which is the fastest growing mission movement in the United 
Methodist Church today. It provides an opportunity for practically anyone to 
experience Christian mission around the world, including the Caribbean, Latin 
America, many American states, Africa, and Europe.  
 
The Methodist movement founder, John Wesley (who began his ministry in England 
in 1738), said it almost 300 years ago, and it’s truer today than he could have 
imagined: "The world is our parish." The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
responds to disasters in Hindu India and Islamic Turkey. Volunteers in Mission teams 
go to the most poverty-stricken parts of the globe. Bishops and regular church 
members live out lives of faith in war zones. United Methodists in the U.S. support 
brothers and sisters around the globe through the general funds of the church. 
 
Although local churches are joined by an organizational network, it is not a 
traditional hierarchy. There is no one person who leads the denomination. Once 
every four years, members of the United Methodist Church get together for our 
General Conference to make important decisions governing our policy and practices. 
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We aren’t afraid to tackle the tough issues: racism, poverty, human rights, human 
sexuality, labor issues, the farm crisis, gender equality, environmental problems. 
Social advocacy and action have been part of our church since it began. We are no 
less committed today. 

�
The United Methodist Church will most likely be the center of some upcoming national news 
stories as the 2008 General Conference is in session at this time, concluding on May 2, 2008.  For 
up-to-the-minute information, you can visit the official General Conference Web site at 
www.gc2008.umc.org. Managed by United Methodist Communications, this site offers a range of 
resources, including agendas, stories and audio and video streaming. 
 
It is an exciting time to be a part of United Methodism, and I celebrate your commitment and 
service to your local church community and to our Catskill Hudson District as we work together to 
share our belief that the church is still the greatest hope we have for making our world a better 
place for all. 
 
Enjoy a blessed Eastertide and a revitalizing spring season.  As summer approaches, and pastors 
plan well-deserved vacations, please remember that we have a strong and diverse network of 
qualified lay speakers ready to supply your pulpit.  It is our connectionalism that sets up apart. 
 

Peace. 
Diane Meredith 
District Lay Leader 

�
�
 
District Training Day – District Conference 
 

On April 19th more that 100 of our Catskill Hudson people 
gathered at the Federated Church of Kerhonkson for a 
District Training Day and also our annual District 
Conference.  The morning session featured Rev. Ann 
Pearson, Conference Director of Connectional Ministries, 
presenting “The Three Colors of Ministry.”  This concept, 
taken from Natural Church Development, identifies three 
basic ways in which people respond to God, and highlights 
six common spiritual types that are found in most churches: 
Moses, Jonah, Martha, Mary, Peter and Thomas.  During 
Ann’s presentation we all took a survey to identify our 
“type,” and then spent an hour of study with our fellow Marys, Jonahs or whatever our type was. 
 

Following a lunch prepared by the people of the Kerhonkson church we reconvened for six 
workshops:  Children’s Spirituality, Radical Hospitality, Loving Relationships, Gift-Oriented 
Ministry, Life Journaling, and a “Pastors Only” session.   
 

The District Conference was relatively brief, featuring singing and prayer, a DS’s Report, and 
election of our district leadership teams for the coming year.   We headed for our homes at 3:30, 
having had a rich day of fellowship, inspiration and learning, and grateful to be a part of 
connectional church. 
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Dust and Ashes has a long history of music ministry.  Their wide range of music includes 
songs based on personal experiences, scripture, and songs that tell stories to help us 
understand God’s dreams for the world and God’s will for our lives.  Using guitars and 
keyboard, Dust and Ashes sing about the importance of a life of personal devotion to God 
as well as a life that is committed to helping bring justice and peace to the earth.   

 

Tom page, an ordained United Methodist minister, began Dust and Ashes at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington DC.  Originally, Dust and Ashes were staff members 
of the United Methodist General Board of Discipleship and began their full-time national 
ministry there.  The other half of the duo is Tom’s wife, Mary Lou Troutman, and together 
they continue in full-time ministry, taking their music to local churches, national church 
events, prisons, radio, and television.  Dust and Ashes spend most of their time in 
ministry with local churches of all sizes, leading worship and/or singing in concert.  
Drawing on music from the fields of Christian, folk, country and pop, they also continue to 
write much of their own music and have composed several songs for audio and video 
projects of The United Methodist Church.   
 

 

Dust and Ashes depends largely on love offerings to support their ministry.  A love 
offering will be taken at this May 17th event, but the event is free of charge. 
 

 
 
 
 

HAVE DINNER AT THE CUP AND SAUCER DINER IN PINE BUSH BEFORE OR AFTER THIS EVENING 

EVENT, AND RECEIVE $5.00 OFF ANY MEAL OVER $15.00, AND 10% OF THE TOTAL PROCEEDS 

FROM ASSOCIATED DINER SALES WILL GO TO THE HEIFER PROJECT. 
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Help Wanted 

 
 I am looking for two or three people who would be interested in being on the Catskill Hudson        
District Mission Committee.  It would involve a few meetings a year and the planning and 
implementing of a Mission Celebration Day. 
 
There are only one or two requirements for this position. First, you should have a heart for 
missions locally, nationally and globally.  This does not mean you need to have gone on a mission 
trip, but that you want to be involved in supporting people who have the opportunity and desire to 
go.  Secondly, the first kind of covers it all. 
 
If you would like to join a few people in this endeavor, please let me know. 
 
Thank you in advance for the smile you will put on God’s face when you say yes to this wonderful 
calling. 
 
Sincerely, 
Donna L. Jolly 
1315 Lucas Ave Ext 
Kingston, NY 12401 
845-853-8662 
 

 
 
Guidance for Staff/Parish Relations Committees 
 
 Rev. Dennis Winkleblack has updated his S/PPR guide: Who Cares for the Pastor?  This booklet 
is a combination of helpful advice, Conference guidelines, and information church members 
should know as they serve on this committee as the bridge between the pastor and the 
congregation.  The document is available for download at the www.nyac.com web site. The Adobe 
Reader format file is located either in the About NYAC area in the Policies & Procedures section 
or in the For Pastors area of the web site. 
  
For your convenience, the location of this 41 page document is 
http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/WhoCaresPastorApril2008.pdf 
  
 
 
The Clinton Avenue UMC is seeking donations of New Revised Standard Versions of the Bible         
and copies of The Faith We Sing.  All donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
       Many thanks, 
       The folks at CAUMC 
       845-331-7188 
       122 Clinton Avenue 
       Kingston, NY  12401 
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A column with stories of bright new ideas from our District Churches.  If you have something 
to share in a subsequent Courier please let us know. 
 
 
This Worked For Us: 
 
 
“Setting the Stage” for Meaningful Holy Week Services 
 

Holy Week services in the 
Southern Delaware Charge (East 
Branch/Harvard and Colchester 
Community Church, Downsville), 
under the leadership of Pastor Dale 
Ashby, were enhanced by large 
and dramatic visual displays in the 
chancel areas of each church, 
helping the worshipers to go in 
spirit to Gethsemene, Calvary and 
the Empty Tomb.   
 
On Maundy Thursday the churches were decorated with plants to 
convey the sense of the garden where Jesus prayed and was arrested.  
On Good Friday a large cross was added in each chancel, with 
leaves of bread from the previous night’s communion service nailed 
to the wood.  For Easter the tomb/cave was fashioned from stones, 
with the door wide open and lots of flowers, butterflies and other 

symbols of life and hope. 
 
As we realize that people experience life in a variety of 
ways – through words, through relationships, through 
senses, etc – and that some of us are most impacted by 
what comes to us visually, the efforts to create such a 
changing worship environment makes great sense. 
 
Pictured here are the Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday settings in East Branch/Harvard, and the Easter 
setting for Colchester.  For more photos please check 
out the Southern Delaware Charge’s web site at    
 

 
 
 
 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/southern_delaware_charge/history/history.htm   
 

Last Supper/Garden of Gethsemane            
East Branch/Harvard UMC 

                  Easter – Christ is Risen!   

               Colchester Community UMC 

Maundy Thursday East 
Branch/Harvard UMC 
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UMW  News 
 

·  May 3rd : District UMW Day Apart in Kerhonkson, Dana Jones, speaker, former 
editor of Response Magazine 

 
·  2008 Cooperative School of Christian Mission 

 

        Thursday, July 24 - Sunday, July 27, 2008 
        Western Connecticut State University, University Blvd. Danbury CT. 06810 
                     

                  Theme: "Share God's Land with Love" 
  

      Spiritual Study Growth Study: "I Believe in Jesus"  
         Study A: "Israel & Palestine" 
         Study B: "Giving our Hearts Away: Native American Survival" 
  
      Fees & Payments: (The final date that registrations will be accepted is 6/25/08) 
      Four Day Registration : $300;   Commuters: $200;  Single Rooms: Additional $35 
      Scholarships are available through the Conference and District 
      Registration Forms are available at http://www.gbgm-umc.org/nyaccsocm 
 
 
Youth News 
 
 

·  Youth Event on Saturday, May 31!  LOL '08, an improv comedy act, is coming to the 
Danbury UMC on Saturday, May 31.  This evening of entertainment (and witness) is open 
to all middle and high school students of the conference.  For more information, visit the 
youth website at www.UMYouth.com.  

·  The New York Education Society is accepting applications for scholarships for the 2008-
2009 academic year for members of United Methodist Churches and Campus Ministries in 
the New York Annual Conference.  To download the application, click on 
http://nyac.com/resources/pdfs/NYESApplication.pdf  Please see the full listing of NYES 
scholarships at http://www.nyac.com/programs/scholarships.shtml.  Another important 
website to visit is the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry at 
http://www.gbhem.org. 
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Lay Speakers’ Corner 
 
 

 
CATSKILL HUDSON DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON LAY SPEAKING MINISTRIES 

Rev. James Moore, District Superintendent 
Mrs. Diane Meredith, Lay leader 

 Rev. Joyce Wilkerson, Chairperson 
�
�
����

SPRING LAY SPEAKERS’ BREAKFAST 
Who should attend:   ALL PASTORS AND LAY SPEAKERS 

Saturday, May 10, 2008 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 
Recognition of New Local Church Lay Speakers 

Guest Speaker:  Terry Smith - Volunteer in Mission 
 

Registration fee (includes breakfast):  $5.00 
 

New Paltz United Methodist Church 
1 Grove Street 

New Paltz, New York  
Rev. Dorothy Caldwell 

845/255-5210 
 

Registration Deadline:  May 2, 2008 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SPRING LAY SPEAKERS’ BREAKFAST – MAY 10, 2008 

Kindly return this registration form to:  Margaret Howe, 142 Main Street, New Paltz, NY 12561 
Please make your registration fee ($5.00) payable to the New Paltz UMC 
 
Name_______________________________________________  phone______________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
City______________________________ State_________________ Zip code_________ 
Church___________________________________________________ 
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   Round and About the District 
 
 
 

·  The first annual Easter egg hunt was held on Saturday, 
March 22 at the Andes UMC. In mid-morning, some 
2,000 plastic eggs were placed on the lawns behind the 
church and at 11 o’clock dozens of area children 
began scrambling to pick them up. Needless to say, the 
job of setting them out took much longer than the 
gathering!  Jennifer Meres, coordinator of the event, 
made sure that every youngster received prizes, 
by putting slips of paper inside the eggs to tell them 
what they would receive. Those finding "Golden" eggs received special prizes. 

 
 

·  The Sunday School of the Roxbury UMC  is sponsoring a dance for children on Saturday 
May 17 to benefit the Heifer Project.  Children ages pre-kindergarten through 3rd grade 
from 1-3PM and  grades 4-5-6 from 3-5PM.  "Cover charge" is $3. each or $5. per family.  
Someone from the community has volunteered to be DJ;  there will be someone to teach 
and lead the various group dances. (chicken dance, macarena, hokey-pokey, etc.)  There 
may even be a karaoke machine.  They are advertising through the school and the local 
papers. 

 
·  The Stamford/Harpersfield UMW  organized and prepared a Shrove (Fat) Tuesday 

pancake supper for members and friends of the Stamford and Harpersfield Churches.  More 
than forty adults and children enjoyed an evening of food and fellowship.  Following the 
meal the grown-ups and children participated in a “pancake race”. 

 
·  New Paltz UMC will be hosting Nine Nooma Nights starting in mid-May.  Nooma is an 

exciting series of short films covering all areas of contemporary spiritual life.  Written and 
produced by Rob Bell, each 10-12 minute segment creatively explores such topics as ‘Who 
is God?’, ‘What to do with anger’, ‘How much is enough in our consumer society?’, ‘How 
can I grow spiritually?’, and more.  Nooma Nights will be Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30, 
with a simple supper being served and childcare provided. 

 
·  Read in The Word, The United Ministry of Delhi’s newsletter:  “The acoustical properties 

of our sanctuary have been analyzed by our audio engineers and found to be needing more 
persons in the pews to absorb the reflected sound waves.” 

 
United Ministry of Delhi held a Family Game Night in February.  It proved a great way for 
folks to get to know the rest of their church family.  There were all kinds of games to 
choose from covering all ages and skill levels.  ‘Congregation Feud’ was a big hit 
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·  Town of Esopus UMC publishes their Chimes newsletter six times a year. Each issue is 
sponsored by a church member to cover the cost of printing and mailing that issue.  The 
sponsor lets them know who the issue should be in memory of or in honor of.  

 
·  The Alpha Course is being offered at Prattsville UMC.  This is a 10-week practical 

introduction to the Christian faith which offers answers to some key questions.  Each 
session begins with an informal dinner followed by a video and ends with discussion and 
interaction.  After church leaders and committed church members become familiar with 
Alpha during this offering of the course, they plan to invite people who do not attend 
church to attend future sessions of Alpha. 

 
·  Trinity UMC in Hudson  has begun holding a Contemporary Service on Saturday 

evenings.  This is an attempt to reach out to meet the needs of busy families, single parents, 
couples and/or singles, or anyone seeking to experience a relationship with the Lord.   With 
school and sports functions now being held on Sunday mornings, in addition to various 
work schedules, the church feels the need to reach out to those not able to attend traditional 
Sunday services as well as to attempt to meet the needs of the younger generation with 
contemporary worship.   

 
·  Monticello UMC had a Lenten box collection.  Half of the money collected will go to 

Bishop Park’s 2008 youth campaign – the Heifer Project. 
 

·  A Celebration of Ministry service is scheduled for June 22nd at the Colchester UMC, 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Rev. John Wall, who attends that 
church and served as its pastor during the 1970’s.  The Bishop and District Superintendent 
will take part in the worship service. 

 
·  Walden UMC reports that, although largely ignored by the major media organizations, 

March Madness began a little early this year with the “World’s Biggest Basketball Game” 
in their Fellowship Hall on March 15th.  There were 9 kids on each team and all of them 
started the game.  They had inflatable basketball hoops and basketballs that were several 
times larger than those puny ones the college teams use.  Besides the basketball, they had 
Dance Praise, icebreakers, circle games, crafts, a message, and a chicken nugget dinner. 

 
·  St. Paul’s UMC in Middletown will be offering two new services beginning on May 10th:  

a Saturday night Contemporary Service and a Sunday morning Bilingual Service. 
 

·  From the Churchmouse, Hobart and Township UMC:  The UMW will be holding a 
“Nostalgia” Luncheon in May.  Those attending are asked to bring a “family heritage” dish 
to pass – something remembered from childhood, or a family favorite, to share with others.  
The program will be a sharing of memories:  “Life as I was when I was …” with members 
being encouraged to bring something to reflect “Your Treasured Past”, as they say on 
Antiques Roadshow. 
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·  The Catskill UMC  Trustees and their UMW have set aside funds for “camperships”.  This 

is money that can be used by their youth to attend camp this summer. 
 
·  St. James UMC in Kingston has started a new program for their seniors past the age of 

80.  These seniors are encouraged to pick up a free container of delicious soup may be 
picked up from the freezer. 

 
St. James showed the film “Amazing Grace: Hymns That Changed the World” on a Friday 
evening in April.  This movie takes viewers on an extraordinary spiritual journey through 
the lives of the people who wrote some of the most compelling Christian music the world 
has ever known. After the movie, the five documented hymns were sung. 

 
·  Reservoir UMC invited area artists to share some of their work that best indicates the 

artist’s understanding of the sacred.  Rev. Lucy Jones states, “I believe that art can 
sometimes be an avenue for experiencing the holy, drawing us closer to God and drawing 
us down into the deeper meaning of life and creation.  Art can also serve to convey 
meaning and value to one another as it helps us to focus in a new way.”  The art show was 
held in April. 

 
·  Callicoon UMC held a Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner with all enjoying good fun and 

fellowship.  Some even came in traditional Marti Gras masks and beads. 
 

·  The Overlook UMC had a Walk-a-Thon at the Ashokan Reservoir to benefit the P.E.T. 
Project. 

 
·  Some members of The United Church of Roscoe, with other members of the Rockland 

Area Inter-Faith Council, are participating in Open Doors, Open Minds, a program 
developed by the Union for Reformed Judaism to help Christians and Jews forge new 
relationships based on open communication about religious issues.  Last year the Islamic 
Center of Monticello participated as well.  During the process participants increase their 
respect for each other’s traditions and gain greater insight into their own beliefs as well.  
Since social justice values are based in both our religious texts and traditions, this spring 
the group’s focus is on the issues of poverty and the death penalty.  In this program, as 
people of faith, Christians and Jews are challenged to find common points of connection 
and learning ways to work together to find answers that embrace healing and tolerance.  
The goal of this program is not to come to the single truth of what either religion believes 
about a given issue, but rather to engage in a dialogue where all opinions are heard and 
respected. 

 
·  Since March was Women’s History Month, Shady UMC celebrated Women’s Sunday on 

March 30th. 
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TONY CAMPOLO TO SPEAK IN GREENVILLE, NY 
Leading preacher and activist to preach at the United Methodist Church of Greenville and 

Norton Hill  in Greenville, NY on Thursday, September 11, 2008 at 7 p.m.    
 
 Dr. Tony Campolo, preacher, educator, author will be preaching in Greenville, NY on 
September 11, 2008 at 7 p.m.  Dr. Campolo, Professor Emeritus of sociology at Eastern University 
in St. Davids, PA is among the most celebrated and sought-after speakers and writers in the United 
States.  He has authored thirty-two books including 
20 Hot Potatoes Christians are Afraid to Touch, 
Carpe Diem, and How to Follow Jesus Without 
Embarrassing God.  His most recent books are 
Speaking My Mind, Which Jesus?, and Revolution 
and Renewal: How Churches are Saving our Cities. 
 
Dr. Campolo is an ordained minister, has served 
American Baptist Churches in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, and is presently recognized as an associate pastor of the Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church in West Philadelphia.  Founder and President of the Evangelical Association for the 
Promotion of Education (EAPE), Dr. Campolo has worked to create, nurture and support 
programs for “at-risk” children in cities across North America, and has helped establish schools 
and universities in several developing countries. Dr. Campolo is a media commentator on 
religious, social and political matters. 
   
It us our sincere pleasure to have Dr. Campolo coming to share at the United Methodist Church 
located at 5830 Rte 81, Greenville, NY 12083.  We are excited to sponsor an evening of worship 
as we invite Dr. Campolo to come and share in his unique and engaging way.  We invite you to 
join us on September 11th, a date that has taken on new significance and meaning in so many of 
our lives.  Please call ahead to the United Methodist Church of Greenville and Norton hill at 966-
4181 ext. 10 for reserved seating.  Space is limited to hear this dynamic speaker, so reserve your 
spot as soon as is possible. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
�

Stewardship Academy  

The Conference Council on Finance and Administration is offering a 
Stewardship Academy on Saturday, May 17, at the Lake Ronkonkoma UMC.  
The day will begin a 10 am and conclude at 3 pm.  Workshops include "Giving 
in Tough Times, An Attitude of Stewardship, The Local Church Stewardship 
Campaign, Budget Building and Budget Communication.  Fee is $5 per person 
or $25 per church; lunch is "bring-your-own."  Please register before May 10th 
by emailing William Voth at William_Voth@aporter.com. 
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Classical Piano recital at RVUMC 

 
On June 6th at 7:30 PM the Rondout Valley United Methodist Church will be presenting a 
piano recital at the church on Schoonmaker Lane at the corner with US highway 209 just south of 
Stone Ridge. RVUMC is honored and delighted to be able to welcome and bring back to Ulster 
County, the extraordinary talent of Cynthia Elise Tobey. The concert should last about 1½ hours 
with a short intermission. The concert is open to the public and no ticket is required.  
      
Cynthia Elise Tobey, a native of Rhinebeck, New York, began her piano studies with Margaret 
Shafer and Blanca Uribe at the age of 6. In 2004, she graduated with high honors from Rhinebeck 
High School and simultaneously, The Juilliard School of Music Pre-College Division, a student of 
Herbert Stessin. Cynthia went on to earn her Bachelor's Degree from the Curtis Institute of Music 
in Philadelphia, studying with Seymour Lipkin. Upon graduating in May, 2007, she received the 
prestigious Festorazzi Piano Prize. She then moved to Innsbruck, Austria where she is continuing 
her piano studies in Vienna with Gerald Stofsky.  
 
As a concert soloist, Cynthia has performed with the New York Pops Orchestra in Carnegie Hall 
under the Baton of Maestro Skitch Henderson, the Camerata New York Orchestra, the Juilliard 
Symphony, the Hudson Valley Philharmonic, and the United States Military Academy Orchestra. 
She has also appeared at Caramoor, on several occasions for the National Public Radio show, 
“From The Top,"  won top prizes in Competitions nationwide, received numerous awards and 
scholarships including the Bard College Humanities Award, and has performed nationally and 
internationally. 
       
Locally, Cynthia has performed with the Catskill Glee club at two of the club’s home concerts. She 
has also given two recitals at the Rondout Valley United Methodist Church in Stone Ridge and 
was also a guest artist for the Conductors’ Club of New York.  
      
On June 6th at RVUMC, her program tentatively includes works by Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin, 
Debussy, Ginastera, and Liszt. We strongly encourage anyone with an interest in hearing a gifted 
local talent, classical  music, and the chance to meet a charming young artist, to set aside the 
evening of June 6th.              
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
Benefit concert # 2 
 
Sunday June 22, 2008 at 2:30 pm The St. John's/Malden Church is hosting a second benefit 
concert for building renovations. A mixed genre of professional musicians is blessing us with their 
talents.  The needs to be filled are connection to town water and sewer, bathroom, handicap ramp, 
chair lifts one for each set of steps(one to sanctuary and another to basement Sunday 
school/fellowship room. 
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Habitat for Humanity “Women’s Build”  
 
As many of you know, Columbia County Habitat for Humanity is having a "women's build". 
They will be building a house in Hudson, New York.  Of course this presents a wonderful 
opportunity for ministry and "giving back" as well as a time of building more than a house in the 
way of friendships.  I have been in contact with Habitat and they have some dates that are opened.  
Most all Saturdays are filled so this would most likely be a weekday event. 
  
May 10th is scheduled for building panels and a shed.  May 27-31 will be spent doing framing and 
wall raising.  June 3 - 7th exterior walls, roof work and more framing will be targeted. 
 
 It is my hope to have a team to go out together so any input you might have for best day selection 
would be great.  If you are interested in taking part, please e-mail me the three best days for you to 
participate.  If we are not able to connect together, than please contact Joyce LaPen (413-717-
4052) directly.  She is in great need for women who can work during the week.  She thinks female 
clergy and those with flexible schedules might be able to do this. To those of you who are clergy 
and have women in your churches or those of you who know other women that would be interested 
in taking part in this, please spread the word. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you.  I think a women's build will be a very empowering  
experience for all of us.  If you need to talk to me directly, my phone number is 
518-392-3282. 
  
Pastor Dale Ellen Krazmien 
Chatham United Methodist Church 
 
 
 
Our Methodist Camps 
 
The NY Annual Conference owns and operates three ACA accredited camps.  For camping 
information and registration forms go to http://www.nyac.com/programs/camps.shtml?reload  
 
 
Kingswood 
 
Kingswood is a 766 acres site in the Catskill Hudson 
Mountains in Hancock, New York boasting huge 
forests, open fields, stunning views, rolling hills.  It is 
open to families, small groups, and couples.  This is a 
quiet, natural setting in which development of 
positive, cooperative experiences is encouraged.  It 
provides opportunities for strengthening of families, 
nurturing of friendships, renewing of spirit, and 
growing in respect for God’s Creation.  Two types of 
folks arrive at Kingswood each summer … those who 
haven’t camped here before and those who would 
never camp anywhere else! 
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Kingswood is the setting for several programs:   
·  Families, couples, and friends can rent one of our 

unique campsites anytime during the summer, and 
hike the trials, swim and boat in the lake, just 
relax, or take part in special events.  Bring your 
own equipment and camp at Tent and Trailer or 
use a prepared site.  Go to this link for pictures 
and description: 
http://www.kingswoodcampsite.org/sites/ .  While 
at Kingswood participate in the Stone Ministry 

program, make arts and crafts, attend nature programs, make hand-cranked ice cream, learn 
to cook over a campfire, go on a hey-ride, sing and tell stories around a campfire, walk the 
fern-covered Prayer Trail, go to Sunday service in the outdoor chapel overlooking the lake. 

 
·  The Woodsmoke Camp for Kids provides an opportunity for kids to spend time away from 

home learning about the environment, discussing spiritual views, having fun swimming, 
hiking, and of course, making friends.  Woodsmoke takes place during two one-week 
sessions at the end of July.  More info here:  
http://www.kingswoodcampsite.org/woodsmoke/index.php  

 
 
Counselors Sought For One-Week Event at Camp Kingswood 
 

United Methodist Camp Kingswood, a 766 acre site located in Delaware County New York (150 
miles northwest of New York City) will operate two one-week camping events during July 2008.  
Known as “Woodsmoke”, this program has taken place for over twenty-five years. 
 

A female counselor is needed for the Grade 7-8 event (youth entering those Grades in September 
2008) the week beginning Sunday, July 13, 2008.  
 

Each Woodsmoke unit has platform tents to accommodate five boys and five girls and their 
counselors; counselors also have the option of sleeping in separate domed tents that can be placed 
on the site. 
 

Typical daily activities include morning watch, gathering of firewood, fire building, meal selection 
and preparation, Bible study, swimming, boating, hayrides, campfires programs, and a service 
project during four mornings. 
 

Experienced program support staff includes a Program Director, chaplain, nurse, lifeguards, and 
food service personnel. 
 

Counselors are expected to participate in a day of orientation/training, during the Sunday afternoon 
and Monday morning of Memorial Day weekend (May 25-26).  Counselors will arrive at 
Kingswood by 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 12, preceding the event for an introduction to the other 
Woodsmoke staff with whom they will serve. 
 

A $300 stipend is available for each week served.  In lieu of the stipend, that amount may be 
applied to the fee of a child who may wish to enroll in any of the four age-designated events, the 
above-mentioned 7-8 and the 5-6, 9-10, and 11-12 events that also will take place during each 
week of Woodsmoke.  In addition, scholarship funds are also available as needed. 
 

Persons interested should contact Ginny Stevenson at vstevenson@snet.net or  at 203-380-8622 for 
more information or to receive an application form.  Please also see our website 
www.kingswoodcampsite.org.    An Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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New Course Offered at Epworth  
 
EPWORTH EARTHKEEPING WORKSHOPS: 
 
STONE FOUNDATION WORKSHOP Sat-Sun, May 16-17  
Teachers: Ethan Zickler, Stone Mason, Permaculture Designer, Jim Luckner, Structural Engineer, 
Wilton Duckworth, Architect. 
Topics include structural considerations and choices, essentials of design and technique of laying 
stone for a foundation wall, lots of guided hands on experience, slide show of process of building 
the house from bare ground to the present.   
Cost: $150-250 includes lunches.  
 
TIMBER FRAME WORKSHOP and HOUSE RAISING, Fri-Sun, July 11-13 and Sat-Sun, 
July 26-27 
Learn the basics of timber framing while cutting, assembling and raising the frame on the 
farmhouse. 
Teachers: Aaron Dennis and his experienced team 
Cost: $600. Cost includes tuition, accommodations in a bunk lodge or camping, lunches and 
dinners 
Space is limited! 
 
Coming: 
STRAWBALE WORKSHOP  in September with Ben Simpson to build the bale walls on the 
farmhouse.  
 
COB WORKSHOP to build cob wall between house and attached greenhouse. Fall.  
 
Contacts:  info@epworthcenter.com or call 845-687-0215 
 
DONATIONS: Tax deductible donations toward the sustainable farmhouse would be gratefully 
accepted. Checks can be made out to Epworth Center or Green Phoenix Permaculture, with a note 
saying "sustainable farmhouse". Send to 8 Epworth Lane, High Falls, NY 12440. Donations will 
help us with scholarships, teachers and building materials.    
 
 
 
Quinipet 

Quinipet is seeking two leadership staff to work in their Christian Camp program.  The Chaplin 
position is ideal for a seminary or religious studies student with some peer counseling experience.  
The Program Director role is one of five people who are in charge of the overnight camp groups 
each week.  The ideal person would be organized and have strong Christian leadership skills.  
Salary is between $300 and $500 per week.  Summer season is from June 29th to August 16, 2008.  
Do you need a change this summer? Call us for the most awesome “job” ever for the right person.  
Call Quinipet at 631-749-0403 or email us at greg@quinipet.org. 
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Methodist Missions 
    
 
Robes and Recorders sought for Mozambique.   

Music is an international language, and you might have something in your closet that can 
make the difference in the lives of youth in Africa. 

Do you remember those recorders that were (and still are) used to teach music in 
elementary school?  For many of us, a recorder was the first musical instrument we played. 

If you have an old recorder, or a recorder lesson book, please consider donating them to a 
mission trip that will go to Africa this August.  Annette Griffith of the United Methodist 
Church of Monroe will be traveling to Mozambique with the NYAC / Mozambique 
Connection’s VIM team.  While there she plans to teach students both young and old how 
to read music by learning to play the recorder, just like you might have done. 

If you don’t have a recorder, but would like to make a financial contribution towards one or 
more, please make a check payable to “UMC Monroe” with “Recorders for Mozambique” 
in the memo.   These can be mailed to: 

United Methodist Church of Monroe, 515 Cutlers Farm Road, Monroe, CT  06468 

If you have any questions about this mission project, please contact Annette at 
annettegriffith@earthlink.net.   

 
*************************************************** *** 
   
Does your church have any old choir robes tucked away in a closet, forgotten?  Then it’s 
time for them to make a comeback! 

The New York Annual Conference’s Task Force on Mozambique has received a specific 
request from churches in Mozambique for choir robes.  Mozambican choirs are full of life 
and energy, and your old choir robes are ready to stand in the spotlight again!  

Previous mission teams have brought robes to Mozambique and they have been among the 
most impactful gifts.  Choir robes in Mozambique are rare and expensive, making them 
unattainable for many congregations.  Your congregation has a chance to connect with one 
on the other side of the world – please join our effort to make certain that every church in 
Mozambique that wants choir robes and cannot afford them receives them for their worship 
services. 

If you have any questions about this mission project, please contact Annette at 
annettegriffith@earthlink.net.  Robes can either be brought to Annual Conference or the 
conference’s Mozambique Connection team will gladly arrange to pick them up from your 
church. 
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Bring Health Kits to Annual Conference.  Items for Health Kits – 1 hand towel (15”x 24” up to 
17”x 27”-  no kitchen towels), 1 washcloth, 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized), 1 nail file 
or fingernail clipper (no emery boards or toenail clippers), 1 bath size bar of soap (3 oz. and up), 1 
toothbrush (single brush in individual wrapper – no child-size bushes), 6 adhesive plastic strip 
sterile bandages, $1.00 to purchase toothpaste (UMCOR purchases toothpaste in bulk and adds to 
kit before shipping to ensure product has not expired).  
 
Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag.  All items must be new items.  Do not 
include any personal notes, money, or additional materials in the kits. These items must be 
painstakingly removed and will delay the shipment. 
 
Thank you for your donation -  it helps sustain lives! 
 
 
    

 
 

RISING WATERS PROJECT: HELPING HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITIES ADA PT 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
 
Rising Waters: Helping Hudson Valley Communities Adapt to Climate Change, is a collaborative 
effort to develop scenarios concerning the effects of climate change, including sea level rise, on 
people and nature in the Hudson Valley.  The scenario building will involve a collection of highly 
diverse persons from disciplines including the faith community, transportation, business, 
economics, the arts, nonprofits, teaching, activism, science, and engineering.  Scenario building is 
a method for socially deconstructing the present in order to formally reconstruct highly plausible 
and relevant stories about the future.   
 
In the Rising Waters exercise, the scenario building is focused on interdisciplinary brainstorming 
instead of division of labor by category of experts, in hopes of capturing cross-discipline synergies.  
In the first workshop held on April 8 and 9 at the Garrison Institute, we attended lectures on the 
current state of knowledge and on the effects of climate change and sea level rise.  In the breakout 
sessions we contribute lists of Predetermined Elements, Driving Forces, Major Uncertainties, and 
Prime Movers that relate to climate change, the people and nature of the Hudson Valley. 
 
To make this effort as comprehensive as possible, we need to include members of the Hudson 
Valley faith community who are interested in sustainability as well as adaptation and mitigation of 
climate change.  If you are interested in learning more, visit www.nature.org/risingwaters, and if 
you would like to join the project email Katie Dolan at kdolan@tnc.org.  Or phone Ellen Weiss at 
(914) 244-3271 Ext. 21. 
 
Fred Schuepfer 
Member, Monroe United Methodist Church  
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Calendar 
 
       May 3: District UMW Spring Day Apart at Kerhonkson 
 
       May 3:  District Youth Lay Speaking Day Apart at Epworth, 8:00-6:30 
 
       May 8: Natural Church Development, Christ UMC, New Rochelle, 10:00 
 
       May 10:  Lay Speakers’ Breakfast at New Paltz, 9:30-11:30 
 
       May 31: District Council on Ministries, 10:00-2:00 
 
       June 11-14: Annual Conference at Hofstra University 
 
       July 24-27:  School of Mission at Western Conn. State University, Danbury, CT 
 
       Sept. 27:  District UMW Fall Meeting 

 
 
Please freely post  and distribute  this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office 

(cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to delete yourself from or add yourself to our 
database for receiving the COURIER online. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The deadline for the July/August 

 Courier will be June 8, 2008. 
 

 
 
 
 

�
�
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             Living    the     
Sacred 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I Believe in Jesus 
Giving Our Hearts Away,  Native American Survival 

Israel and Palestine 
 

COME 
Sojourn Study Share  
         Doug Nicholson, Registrar, 190 Springdale Drive, Ronkonkoma NY  11779 
                                        631 588 0924        somdoug@yahoo.com 
 

Registration Forms Available at HTTP://WWW.GBGM-UMC.ORG/NYACCSOCM/ 
 


