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A Word From Your DS:  “Our Easter Pioneer”  
 

“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to    
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set  
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of the  
throne of God.”    Heb. 12:1-2 

 

My Dad loved to tell stories about our family history, and one of the bits of family lore that he 
passed along to us concerned an ancestor by the name of Washington Augustus Rigby.  He was 
a pioneer, a settler in Iowa, back in the 1830’s when there were very few towns or settlements 
in the territory.  Whenever my Dad would speak of Washington Augustus Rigby he never 
failed to identify him as “the man who plowed a furrow for thirty miles.”  Apparently there 
was a group of people coming into Iowa as new settlers, and to help them find their way across 
the unmarked prairie, Mr. Rigby hooked up a team of oxen and plowed a furrow thirty miles 
long, all the way to his little community in Cedar County.  The newcomers couldn’t possibly 
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get lost with that furrow blazing the way toward their new home, and I’m sure they must have 
been grateful to the pioneer who had shown the way.  

 

Things get a lot easier once a pioneer has gone ahead to clear a path.  Centuries ago Europeans 
were afraid to venture too far out into the Atlantic, afraid they might fall off the edge, until a 
pioneer named Columbus went forth and returned.  After he had shown the way, countless 
others followed…..   Until about fifty years ago people lived with a terrible fear of polio, until 
a pioneering doctor named Jonas Salk developed the vaccine to deter it – testing it first upon 
himself, his wife and his three sons because of the public’s skepticism.  He showed the way, 
and now we take our safety from polio for granted…….  Perhaps someday travel through outer 
space will be routine and people will look back at the pioneers who opened the way, counting 
among these heroes the seven astronauts who perished on the Columbia several years ago…..  
It’s hard to venture out into the unknown until some brave pioneer marks the path, but once 
they’ve shown the way many can follow. 
 

Every person alive will someday make a journey into the great unknown called death.  But 
when we go we can do so with a great confidence, because of the one the scriptures call “the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”  Jesus went ahead of us into death – and not just any death.  
His death wasn’t the peaceful slumber of an old man who has lived well and happily until at 
last he closes his eyes in serenity.  His death was terrible – painful, cruel, unjustified, 
agonizing.  It was the worst death imaginable, but he went into it courageously and he came 
forth victorious.  He was our pioneer – preceding us to demonstrate once and for all the power 
of God to bring his people through death into everlasting life. 
 

As we celebrate the good news of resurrection on Easter Day, many of us will  commemorate 
our pioneer in the words of Charles Wesley’s “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.”  Someday we 
will follow the path that Jesus has blazed, saying 
  

“Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
  Following our exalted head, Alleluia! 
  Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
 Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!” 

 
 
 

 
Annual Conference Includes Invitation to Children, Joining in the Heifer Project 

 
Bishop Park is establishing the tradition of inviting particular groups of people to come as 
guests on the Saturday of Annual Conference.  Last year his goal was to welcome a thousand 
youth, hoping that they might raise $10,000 for the anti-Malaria project called “Nothing but 
Nets.”  His desire to welcome a thousand youth was realized – we had a wonderful turnout of 
kids, in about that number – but his financial goal was way off.  He hoped the youth might 
bring $10,000, but the actual offering they generated was over $60,000! 
 

This year the Bishop is inviting children, and their parents or Sunday School teachers, and is 
asking them to join in the mission project called “The Heifer Fund.”  This program sends 
animals of various kinds – cows, sheep, chickens, bees, etc. – to places of need in the country 
and abroad, and encourages groups to raise the money to send “arks” of these animals.  It’s a 
wonderful program, using money wisely and promoting self-reliance and sharing among 
those who receive.  The Heifer Project group has agreed to use our gifts for projects where 
there is already collaboration between themselves and the UMC. 
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A letter of invitation has been sent from Bishop Park to each church, with details about the 
special program that will be held for the children, and information about Heifer.  The date is 
June 14th, at Hofstra University, with the children’s program beginning mid-morning.  Is 
anyone interested in organizing car pools, or a bus rental?  It’s a long drive to Hofstra, but 
this could be a wonderful day for our children and the entire conference. 
           JWM 
 

Apportionment Congratulations! 
 

2007 was the most successful year for several decades in terms of churches’ faithfulness in 
paying their Shared Ministry Apportionments.  About 92% of the apportioned amount was 
paid, in support of such things as World Missions, Ministerial Education, the 12 historically 
Black Colleges, Africa University, and various administrative responsibilities.  Thank you to 
all the church people who have worked so hard and given so generously in this endeavor. 
 

Here is the honor roll of our Catskill Hudson churches who were able to meet their  
apportionment 100% as of January 10, 2008.   
  
Bloomville 
Bullville 
Callicoon 
Narrowsburg 
Catskill\ 
Centerville 
Coeymans Hollow 
Dormansville 
Copake 
Craryville 
Coxsackie 
Delhi 
Durham-Oak Hill 
Ellenville 
Germantown 
Elizaville 
West Taghkanic 
Glenco Mills 
Grahamsville 
Sundown 
Grand Gorge 
Gilboa 
Greenville-Norton Hill 
Hankins 
High Hill 
Highland 
Hillsdale 
North Hillsdale 
Hobart 
Township 
Kaaterskill 
East Jewett 

Kenoza Lake 
Fosterdale 
Jeffersonville 
Lew Beach 
Kerhonkson 
Kingston:Clinton Ave. 
Kingston:St. James 
Liberty 
Lloyd 
Malden 
Palenville 
Quarryville 
Mamakating 
Maybrook 
Milton/Marlboro 
Modena 
Monticello 
Mnt Valley Lrgr Parish: 
  Blenheim Hill 
  West Fulton 
  Summit 
Mountain View 
Napanoch 
Ulster Heights 
North Branch 
Olivebridge 
Samsonville 
Philmont 
Plutarch 
Prattsville 
Lexington-West Kill 
Reservoir 

Rockland Area Ministry: 
  Livingston Manor 
  Parksville 
  Beaverkill 
Saugerties 
Shady 
Colchester 
East Branch/Harvard 
Harpersfield 
Rondout Valley 
Kripplebush 
Town of Bethel 
Town of Esopus 
Upr Catskill Lrgr Parish: 
  Roxbury 
  Halcott 
  Margaretville 
  Fleischmanns 
  Andes 
Walden 
Walton 
Westbrookville 
White Sulphur Springs 
Windham/Hensonville 
Ashland 
Woodland Circuit: 
  Phoenicia 
  Lanesville 
  Shandaken 
Woodridge 
Hurleyville 
Woodstock 
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Fifty Years in Ministry for Bill St. John  
 

A surprise party was held on Jan. 26th at the Brimstone UMC in Blenheim Hill, honoring 
Bill St. John, one of our pastors in the Mountain Valley Larger Parish, for having served 
in ministry for fifty years.  The party was organized by Bill’s fiancé, Carol, and members 
of the parish, and came as a complete surprise to Bill. 
 
Stories, tributes, songs and prayers were offered up by members of Bill’s family, by his 
fellow pastors in the parish, and by various church members.  Your DS was present and 
also made a whimsical contribution, in the form of the following poem. 
 

“In Praise of St. John”  
 
        
St. John’s Bay is a men’s clothing line, 
Jill St. John was a starlet of old, 
New York’s cathedral is St. John the 
      Divine 
St. John was an apostle so bold. 
But they’re not the cause of our thanks 
      today, 
Or for our prayers and cheers. 
We give thanks for Bill St. John, 
In ministry for fifty years! 
 
St. Johns is the smallest Virgin Isle 
St. Johns Redmen a basketball squad. 
St. Johns is a city in cold Newfoundland;  
St. John of the Cross lived for God.  
But they’re not the cause of our thanks 
 today, 
Or for our prayers and cheers. 
We give thanks for Bill St. John,  
In ministry for fifty years. 
 

Our Bill St. John has served his Lord 
In churches large and small; 
In New Jersey, Staten Island, the Hudson 
     Valley, 
And amidst the Catskills so tall. 
He’s lifted up songs of praise and faith, 
And prayed deep, passionate prayers. 
He’s faithfully preached God’s life 
     giving word; 
Walked with people in joys and in cares. 
 
So, though some St. Johns are praised in  

long books 
And some in stained glass can be seen; 
Though some give their name to a city or 
      town, 
With a statue on the village green; 
Those St. Johns are not the cause 
Of this day’s prayers and cheers. 
We give thanks for our Bill St. John, 
In ministry for fifty years! 

 
 
 
 
Ad:  
  
Church musician: Organist and/or Pianist for Sunday morning service.  Per Diem  392-
3282  Chatham United Methodist Church 
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Dear friends in Catskill Hudson District, 
 

 Please save the date and make plans to join us on April 19th for a great day of fellowship 
and learning.  We are combining two events this year – District Training Day and the District 
Conference – and expect to have a very exciting time together. 
 

 Here is what the day will look like: 
 

8:30 Registration 
 

9:00 Opening Session 
 

9:15 “The Three Colors of Ministry” 
 Everyone will take part in this program, coordinated by Rev. Ann Pearson.  What makes 
you tick spiritually?  Whether we preach, repair the church’s boiler, teach Bible Study, or organize 
church finances, we may be spiritual leaders – but in a variety of ways.  Find out more about your 
own spiritual identity and how it meshes with the other spiritual people in your church. 
 

     12:00 Lunch 
 

1:00 Workshops 
·  Gift-Oriented Ministry 
·  Life Journaling 
·  Radical Hospitality 
·  Passionate Spirituality for Children 
·  Loving Relationships 
·  Pastors Only 

 

2:30 Annual District Conference 
 Worship, reports, elections, and necessary business for our Catskill Hudson District 
 

3:30 Closing 
 
We hope you can join us. 
 
Jim Moore, District Superintendent 
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Workshop Descriptions  (Unlike other years, you will attend only one workshop during the afternoon.  
The morning will consist of a plenary presentation with break-out groups afterwards.) 

 

#1 - Gift-Oriented Ministry    (Mark Del Guidice) 
Each of us would be better placed in certain ministries than in others.  What are you good at and 
how do others see how God works in you?  How would you be most fulfilled in your service to 
God?  When a church is forming a ministry, it helps to be able to identify the people who would be 
best to serve in certain roles.  Instead of looking for the person who is available, how about 
knowing how to identify the person who’d be best in that role! 
 

#2 - Life Journaling  (Shelley Mitchell) 
Have you ever wanted to read the Bible in a year?  Life Journaling is a method of reading scripture 
that is coupled with journaling and helps to make the Bible more relevant and practical to your life.  
Based on your Biblical character personalities, tailor read the Bible around your personality.   
 

#3 - Radical Hospitality (TBA) 
Make hospitality part of your church’s DNA.  Hospitality is about understanding that everybody 
who walks into your church brings a piece of God that you don’t have right now.  How do you 
welcome newcomers and incorporate them into your church?   
 

#4 - Passionate Spirituality for Children  (Lori Landry) 
Adults need to learn how to appreciate how close to God children really are.  How do we include 
our youngest members and recognize their gifts and insights? 
 

#5 - Loving Relationships?  (Chris and Kelley King) 
How can your church be more affirming and encouraging towards one another?  Is there an 
atmosphere of joy and acceptance?  How deep are your relationships with one another?  Does your 
church handle conflict or turn a blind eye?  Without loving relationships, your church membership 
will not grow.  Find out how you can have the kinds of relationships that will help build your 
church. 
 

#6 - Pastors Only (Ann Pearson) 
A summary of all the other afternoon workshops.  Also, how does understanding the Three Colors 
of Ministry  change the way we do worship so that worship is relevant to all kinds of personalities?  
How do we engage people different than we are? 
 
 
 
 The registration form is found at the end of this newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 

Superintendent’s Schedule 
 

 The Cabinet meets for two days each week, Tuesday morning through Wednesday afternoon, as 
we work on the appointment-making process.  If you call the District Office, Holly can usually 
contact Jim and relay important messages. 

�
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A new column … stories of bright new ideas from our District Churches.  If you have 
something to share in a subsequent Courier please let us know. 
 
This Worked For Us: 
 

Excerpts from a February 14, 2008 article in the Mountain Eagle newspaper … 
 
The sound of a church bell can be heard ringing through the community of Harpersfield on 
Thursday nights as the historic Harpersfield United Methodist Church welcomes families and 
individuals to worship and find fellowship in a way that has been embraced by community 
members from around the area. 
 
Pastor Bob Kersten, who also serves the Stamford United Methodist Church, said attendance for 
Sunday services at the tiny rural church had waned in recent years and was the highest during 
summer months, when the average attendance was approximately eight.  In past years the church 
would close its doors completely for the winter, providing services only from Easter through 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Kersten, who came to the parish in July, said he was looking for a way to provide a church 
experience which could be embraced by the community when in October he learned that the 
Christian music group “Make a Joyful Noise” was holding Thursday evening practices at the 
location.  “That really got me thinking and I asked them if they would consider leading worship 
services at the church following their practices,” said Kersten.  “I thought people would really like 
that type of service and I also thought it would give folks another option if they had difficulty 
getting there on Sundays or wanted to spend that time with their families. 
 
Kersten created a survey and went door to door in the community, inviting people to attend and 
asking them what they would want to see a community church offer.  “Two things were repeated 
over and over,” he said.  “They want good music and they want good food.” 
 
In addition to the worship service led by “Make a Joyful Noise”, Thursday night services offer 
something different each night of the month.  On the first Thursday of the month a Communion 
service is held with music and prayers.  On the second and third Thursday of the month there is 
worship followed by a meditation from the culture, usually a DVD or video clip, a story or a 
modern day parable.  On the fourth and fifth Thursday of the month a Taize worship is held.  This 
is a time of meditative prayer, silence, music and readings in the Taize tradition. 
 
Following each service church members enjoy a variety of homemade refreshments while visiting 
and enjoying each other’s company.  “It’s really been wonderful,” said long time church member 
Dave Ogborn.  “People have been staying and visiting with each other and finding fellowship 
here.” 
 
“People like to gather together,” said Kersten.  “I think that’s what we offer and people are finding 
a new sense of community and fellowship.” 
 
Attendance at the Thursday services has been between 25 and 30, prompting the church to remain 
open all through the winter.  Because the opportunity for  Sunday morning worship is provided at 
nearby Stamford, the Harpersfield Church will continue to offer the Thursday service as its weekly 
gathering. 
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Game Night at the District Parsonage, March 28th 

�
Snow caused cancellation of the February Game Night. So we’d like to try again.  �

 
Any and all of our pastors (along with husbands, wives, or significant others) are 
invited to come for an evening of socializing and board games on Friday, March 
28.  Kids are invited, too. 
 
We’d like those who are coming to bring either an appetizer or a dessert, along 
with any board games you like to play.  Whether we have 6 people or 40 who can come, we look 
forward to a relaxed time of having some fun together.  Please save the date and try to join us!   
    
Please R.S.V.P. at cathudnyac@aol.com and let us know whether you’ll be bringing an appetizer 
or dessert.  
 
 

Stewardship in Action 

The Stewardship in Action folks are doing a phenomenal job at helping individuals in our local 
churches to better understand their personal finances.  The congregations are seeing the benefits 
with increased giving.  Four seminars are currently on the calendar: 

·  March 8th in Northport http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/SIA0308.pdf  
·  March 29th in Poughquag http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/SIA0329.pdf  
·  April 19th at 1st Presbyterian in NYC http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/SIA0419.pdf  
·  April 27 at Korean Manhattan http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/SIA0427.pdf 

To learn more about the Financial Planning with a Christian Perspective, please read the letter 
from Ed Ruppmann:  http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/SIALetter.pdf 

 
UMW  News 
 
      2008 Cooperative School of Christian Mission 
 

        Thursday, July 24 - Sunday, July 27, 2008 
        Western Connecticut State University, University Blvd. Danbury CT. 06810 
                     

                  Theme: "Share God's Land with Love" 
  

      Spiritual Study Growth Study: "I Believe in Jesus"  
         Study A: "Israel & Palestine" 
         Study B: "Giving our Hearts Away: Native American Survival" 
  
      Fees & Payments: (The final date that registrations will be accepted is 6/25/08) 
      Four Day Registration : $300;   Commuters: $200;  Single Rooms: Additional $35 
      Scholarships are available through the Conference and District 
      Registration Forms are available at http://www.gbgm-umc.org/nyaccsocm 
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January 2008 District UMW Retreat 

 
"Come and find a quiet center in preparation for 
Lent" was the invitation extended to women of the 
Catskill Hudson District.   Forty-one women were 
able to respond and gathered at the St.Joseph's Villa 
in Saugerties, NY at the end of January 2008, under 
the leadership of Holly Moore. 
  
Spiritual disciplines practiced through the centuries of 
Christian living were highlighted as channels of grace 
whereby the Holy Spirit works in seekers of God's 
presence.  Individual practices such as breath praying, 
silence, solitude, journaling, Lectio Divina and 
fasting were the focus of several sessions.  Ample opportunity to experiment and "try-on 
for fit" was available in the comfortable chapel, the meeting rooms , cozy bedrooms and 
beautiful grounds. 
  
The retreat concluded with an invitation to write a personal 
Rule for Life, or a simple statement or scaffold of rhythms, 
chosen to help oneself love God more in the ways which fit 
the uniqueness of the writer. 
  
Community worship, time and space for solitude and/or 
silence, delicious meals, Saturday evening game time, 

individual chats, hymn singing--all experiences 
indicated that God had led the way to much centering 
and deepening intentions of stretching and growing. 
  
Catskill Hudson UMW retreat for next winter is 
scheduled for January 23, 24, 25, 2009 at St. Joseph's.   
Watch for details in the newsletter, or speak to a 
District UMW officer. 
 

       Jean Guice, District UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
                   845-791-7355      

                       
                                                                   Patricia Wager, District President 

       wagerpatricia@optonline.net  
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Youth News 
 

A "must see/hear" concert for youth will is coming in April.  Red Hook United Methodist Church 
will host Dave Pettigrew live in concert on Saturday April 19 at 7PM.  Check him out for a musical 
treat at http://www.davepettigrew.net .  Dave has been nominated for Contemporary Artist of the 
Year. His song  "Everyday Miracles" has been nominated for Song of the Year - his album "Every 
Minute Miracles" has been nominated for Album of the Year.  Dave's energy and love for the Lord 
show through in every song. 

 
Please let your youth and their parents know about this uplifting and inspirational concert. 
Reservations are required as there will only be room for 150 persons. Donation is $5.00 per person, 
payable by check in advance or at the door. 

 
RSVP with reservations to Pastor Tom Theilmann - make checks payable to Red Hook UMC.         
Parents and advisors/chaperones are welcome and expected. 

 
 

Student Scholarships 
  

The New York Education Society is accepting applications for scholarships for the 2008-
2009 academic year for members of United Methodist Churches and Campus Ministries in 
the New York Annual Conference.  To download the application, click 
http://nyac.com/resources/pdfs/NYESApplication.pdf  Please see the full listing of NYES 
scholarships at http://www.nyac.com/programs/scholarships.shtml.  Another important 
website to visit is the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry at 
http://www.gbhem.org. 

 
Lay Speakers’ Corner 
 
Complete registration forms maybe found at the end of this newsletter. 
  

 
DATES:  April, 7, 14, 21, 28 and May 5 

 
TIME:  6:30pm – 9:00pm 

 
Place: Trinity United Methodist Church, Hudson, NY 

 

Instructors:  Basic – Rev. Dale Ellen Krazmien 
Advance: Lay Speakers Lead in Worship – Rev. Robert Johnson 

 
Registration Fees: 

Lay Speaking Basic Course:  $15.00 
Advance Course: Lay Speakers Lead in Worship:  $26.00 

 
REGISTER EARLY:   Please have your registration forms received or postmarked no later than 
March 15. 
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SPRING 2008 TRAINING EVENT 
 

CONCEPTS IN LEADERSHIP 1 
A Course for Local Church Leaders 

 
(Note:  This is the required refresher course for Local Church Lay Speakers 

 who have not taken a course in three years.   
IT IS ALSO RECOMMENDED FOR OTHERS IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP.)    

 
DATE:  April 5, 2008 

TIME:  9:30am – 3:00 pm 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  March 15, 2008 

REGISTRATION FEE:  $10.00 (covers the cost of required materials) 
 

INSTRUCTORS:  Judy Bathrick and Gerry Rosenberger 
 

PLACE:  SAUGERTIES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

�
�

YOUTH LAY SPEAKING DAY APART 
 

DATE: SATURDAY, May 3, 2008 
Time:  8 am – 6:30pm 

 

Where:  Epworth Camp and Retreat Center 
 

Who should attend:  Youth grades 7 to 12 and Youth Leaders 
 

Registration fee:  $15:00 (includes materials, lunch, snacks & supper) 
Registration deadline:  April 10 th  

�
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The Lay Speaker's Spring Breakfast 
 

Saturday, May 10, 2008 
9:30am - 11:30am 

Place TBA 
 

Recognition of new Local Church Lay Speakers 
Special Guest Speaker: Volunteer In Mission 

 
Flyer and registration form will be available soon. 

 
 

 
 
 Complete registration forms are found at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
Our Methodist Camps 
 
New Course Offered at Epworth  
 

Epworth is excited to let you know that AppleSeed Permaculture is opening the registration for 
their Forest Garden Design Course at Camp Epworth, High Falls, NY, on April 24-27. 
 
Imagine a forest where every single tree is dripping with fresh fruits and ripening nuts. Every 
shrub is packed with delicious berries, and every other plant is a medicinal herb, culinary spice, 
or beautiful edible flower. Tubers and root crops are abundant underfoot, gourmet mushroom 
logs sprout in the shade, and hardy kiwi vines climb back up through the layers of this multi-
functional forest of food. During the 4-day (Thu-Fri-Sat-Sun) course, participants collaborate 
to learn how to design, establish, and maintain such gardens of Edible Forest Gardens of Eden. 
  
The first two days focus on design theory & exercises, exploring ecosystem mimicry, 
polyculture guild design, bioregional research and a pattern language for forest gardens. 
During the second two days this new understanding will be put into action by planting out a 
mega-diverse 1+ acre multilayered forest garden at the Epworth site. A practical gardening 
vocabulary will be developed with skill-building sessions on planting patterns & techniques, 
low-tech plant propagation, simple water catchments, and mushroom log inoculation -- all 
while creating a new model for community-supported food-forestry.  
 
They are asking a sliding scale fee of $350-650 for the entire course, with $25 discounts for 
early registration (before March 1st) and group registration ($25 off for each person in the 
group). Please pay what you can -- A sliding scale is used to accommodate as many people as 
possible. Some folks are able to invest more in the learning experience, and this is essential to 
balance out those who cannot. Currently they cannot offer work-trade, though limited "plant-
trade" will be available -- look for an email in the coming weeks. 
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The course is limited to 28 participants, and many many people have already expressed 
interest.  Participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis -- A 50% refundable fee 
of $100 per person is required to reserve your (group's) 
space. Checks should be made payable to AppleSeed Permaculture, and sent to 136 Lovers 
Lane, Greenfield, MA, 01301. Please email Ethan (eroland@gmail.com) to let us know you're 
planning to attend. 
 
More details about the course: 
• Accommodations: Indoor, dormitory-style housing and camping are both available on site for 
$5 per night. Some private rooms may be available for an additional price. There are several 
B&B-type accommodations in the immediate area. 
• Families & Children: Epworth would like to accommodate families with children at this 
course. If you are interested in this, please contact Epworth directly and they’ll work together 
with you based on your needs. 
• Food: In order to keep prices low, food will be partially potluck, and partially prepared on-
site by a local cook. As much as possible will be organic and locally grown. Vegan, vegetarian, 
omnivorous, and carnivorous diets will all be deliciously accommodated.  

Visit the Forest Garden Design Course webpage for updates and more information. Please 
contact Epworth directly with any questions. 

 
Camp Kingswood Lifeguards Needed 
 

Kingswood volunteers are gearing up for another fun 
summer of camping with family, relaxing with 
friends and rejuvenating our body and soul in the 
beautiful King’s woods. We are looking for a few 
more lifeguards to work for one or two weeks during 
the summer. The paid lifeguard position includes 
responsibility for folk’s safety at the lake each 
afternoon and for the bathhouse cleaning each 
evening as well maintenance of the beach and dock 
area. We can provide the training for the lifeguard 
certification to any strong swimmer with an interest 
in being a part of the Kingswood family. If you are 
interested or have question please e-mail Cheryl Winship at mailto:cwin1@frontiernet.net and 
visit our website at www.Kingswoodcampsite.org. 

 
Quinipet 2008 Camp Staff Needed 
 

Quinipet is seeking college age young adults who have a Christian commitment and are filled 
with fun loving energy. June 25 to Aug 17th time commitment. Plan to make about $1700 - 
$2000 for entry positions. 18 and over a must. Leadership positions for more salary are still 
available. Make a difference this summer! Please call (631) 749 0430 or email 
mailto:greg@quinipet.org or go to www.quinipet.org and visit the staff recruiting page. 
 

For camping information and registration forms go to 
http://www.nyac.com/programs/camps.shtml?reload  
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Easter Cantata to be presented at Rondout Valley United Methodist Church 
 

 The Rondout Valley United Methodist Church choir will be performing the Easter Cantata, 
“Who Is This King” by Lloyd Larson and Joseph Martin on Saturday March 22, 2008 at 2 PM 
at the church. They will repeat the performance during the church service on Sunday March 23, 
2008 at 10:45 AM. The 17 voice choir performed the cantata last year at Easter time and met 
with “rave” reviews. The choir is directed by Wendy Lowe and accompanied by pianist Anne 
Bretz-Aronoff. 
  
The public is especially invited to the Saturday performance. There is no charge and the 
cantata is presented as a community service. The Sunday service is also open to all. The 
cantata conveys the Easter story in elegant and exciting music. The choir and fine acoustics of 
the church combine to take the audience back to Jesus’ time and the fateful events that took 
place. The cantata makes clear the joy of resurrection and the promise of ever lasting life.  
 
 The church is easy to find. From Kingston, It is just south of Stone Ridge on US highway 209 
at the corner of Schoonmaker Lane. Schoonmaker Lane is a few hundred feet south of the 
traffic light where State route 213 turns left toward Rosendale. Turn right onto Schoonmaker 
Lane off of US 209, go up the hill and turn left into the church parking lot.   
 

 
                                

        
   Round and About the District 

  
 
  
o A Church with a Heart - When a substantial sum was given in memory of Jean Wemple, a 

retired nurse, St. James United Methodist Church, Kingston decided to put it to good use in an 
Automatic External Defibrillator AED).  In the hands of a trained responder, the machine can 
bring many heart attack victims back to life.  The AED and some 30 responders trained in its 
use were dedicated on Sunday, February 24th.  Outside groups using AEDs gave the Zoll™ 
machine unanimous, enthusiastic recommendation.  Since St. James hosts 30 outside groups 
each week, an alarmed wall fixture was purchased with the machine, along with pediatric pads.  
Their bill was $1,949.  They found later that the Zoll Corporation has sold directly to churches 
at a discount. 

 

St. James has a Red Cross instructor among their people.  Three 4½-hour training sessions 
have been completed and a fourth scheduled, certifying volunteers in cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation, use of the AED, the Heimlich maneuver and stroke recognition. For more 
information, e-mail billhunter@juno.com.  

St. James is collecting underwear and socks for students in a very low income school in Charlotte, 
NC where 10% or the children are homeless and 98% are on the school’s free breakfast and 
lunch program. 

o St. Paul’s UMC in Middletown offers a special lunch break in the middle of the week.   All are 
invited to a Community Prayer Time held in the chapel.  All are encouraged to take some time 
from the middle of the day to rest and talk to God. 
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o Monticello UMC will be holding an Easter Egg Hunt that will be open to all children in the 
community ages 3 to 12. 

 

Monticello collects used eyeglasses which go to New Eyes for the Needy.  This organization 
has brought improved vision and hope for a better future to more than 6.5 million people 
around the world by sending these eyeglasses to medical missions and international charitable 
organizations for distribution to the poor in developing nations. 
 

o First UMC Walton is holding a Crazy Cuisine pot luck dinner.  All menu items will start with 
the letter “C”.  For example, clam chowder, corn chowder, carrot salad, carrot cake, chili, 
cabbage rolls.  You get the idea.  The event is open to the public. 

 

o Town of Esopus UMC has been home to a large canvas labyrinth for the past month.  The 
labyrinth is an ancient spiritual tool used for prayer.  Church members and others on our 
district have had the opportunity to learn about labyrinths and to walk on its sacred path. 

 

Also, Esopus is in the process of creating a Prayer Room.  This will be a sacred place for 
prayer, quiet, and reflection.  They envision this new space as being a beautiful, inviting and 
calming place, not only to pray, but to read, to relax, to talk with one another, and even to hold 
meetings when appropriate. 

 

o The Saugerties UMC offers a parenting class which meets during the time that the children are 
in Sunday School.  Its members include parents of children of all ages, supporting each other 
as they try to be good Christian parents.  Beginning in April the class will be viewing and 
discussing a DVD entitled “Your Family and Money”. 

 

The Saugerties Sunday School had a Cake Walk to raise money for the Children’s Home of 
Binghampton.  For those not familiar with the game, it works like this:  children pay 50 cents 
to play.  Circles are marked out on the floor in the Fellowship Hall and each circle is 
partitioned into 8 pieces.  The children march around a circle to music.  When the music stops, 
the children stop on a numbered piece of the circle. A number is drawn and any child on that 
number wins a cake.  All others will be given a cup cake or cookie.  Church families supply the 
cakes. 

�

o New Paltz UMC publishes a Mini Messenger every two weeks by e-mail.  It’s about two pages 
in length and articles are brief, but it keeps members connected and informed about local 
church events and events happening in the community and surrounding churches that members 
might want to support.�

�

o The Reservoir UMW is sponsoring a Saturday morning workshop for all women to create a 
cross that represents their own spiritual journey.  Children are also welcome to come and 
participate.�

�

Reservoir celebrated Leap Year’s extra day by holding a Sadie Hawkins Happening on  
February 29th.  If you didn’t come dressed as a hillbilly, a fine was imposed for your elegance.   
 

o Catskill UMC had a Valentine Party which included a covered dish supper followed by a 
“Newly Wed” style game show.  People brought baby pictures for a “guess who they are” 
contest. 

 

o On February 24th Pastor Dottie Morris gave a wonderful piano concert at Grand Gorge UMC.  
She placed selections of many kinds of music:  classical, modern, jazz, church, and new age.  
Everybody left wishing the concert had been longer! 
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o The Lexington-Westkill and Prattsville Confirmation Class visited  nursing home, engaging the 
residents in conversation and singing.   

 

o Walden UMC held a Youth Rally and Outreach Event.  The kids designed and decorated their 
own V.I.P. passes, played circle games, went on a Photo Scavenger Hunt, had refreshments, 
and did a Bible study on friendship.  The “Bizarre Sports” event included a Red Neck Sumo 
Wrestling tournament and an Uphill Both Ways Team Skiing competition.  Dance Praise 
involved dancing to Christian songs while trying to get points by stepping on the dance pad 
arrows at just the right time.  A blast was had by all! 

 

o The Federated Church of Kerhonkson has developed a list called “Who Ya Gonna Call”.  As 
they say, “When you have a question, it helps to know who to ask.  Here is a handy list for our 
refrigerator to help you know who’s who in the Federated Church of Kerhonkson.”  Included 
are not only a list of names and job titles, but also a description of what that person is in charge 
of  and what kinds of questions they might field. 

 

o Trinity Hudson is collecting pop tops for the Schriner’s Hospital in Massachusetts.  They 
redeem them to buy needed equipment for the hospital. 

 
 
 
 
Calendar 
 
       March 28:  Game Night at District Parsonage, 7 p.m. 
 

April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5:  Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Classes at Trinity UMC in 
Hudson 
 
April 8-11:   Order of Elders Retreat 
 
April 11-13:  Northeaster Jurisdictional UMW Quadrennial Meeting in Springfield, MA 

 

April 19 :  District Leadership Training Day and District Conference at     
Kerhonkson, 8:30-3:30 

 
       May 3: District UMW Spring Day Apart at Kerhonkson 
 
       May 3:  District Youth Lay Speaking Day Apart at Epworth, 8:00-6:30 
 
       May 10:  Lay Speakers’ Breakfast at New Paltz, 9:30-11:30 
 
       June 11-14: Annual Conference at Hofstra University 
 
       July 24-27:  School of Mission at Western Conn. State University, Danbury, CT 
 
       Sept. 27:  District UMW  Fall Meeting 
� �
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Please freely post  and distribute  this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office 
(cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to delete yourself from or add yourself to our 

database for receiving the COURIER online. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The deadline for the May-June Courier will be April 

24, 2008. 
 

 
 
 
 
����
United Methodist Missions 
����
UMCOR Hotline:   You can keep on top of all things mission in The United Methodist Church by 
going to the United Methodist Committee on Relief Hotline website at http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umcor/����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
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One workshop. Please give your 1st and 2nd choice. (See descriptions on the other side.)  1) 
You may mail this registration form to Catskill Hudson District Office, 71 Van Dale Rd., 
Woodstock, New York 12498).   2) You may email your choices to the District Office 
cathudnyac@aol.com    3) You may call the District Office with your choices (845-679-6350).   
4) You may also fax your registration form if you call us first to turn on the machine (845-
679-5692).  Your registration will be confirmed by phone, mail, or email.  If the confirmation 
is not forthcoming, contact us.  (There is always the possibility that we did not receive your 
registration). 
 

Directions to Federated Church of Kerhonkson  (845-626-8160) 

 

Kerhonkson is on Rt. 209.  It’s 15 miles north of Ellenville.  (20 minutes on 209 South from 
the Kingston Traffic Circle.)  Once in Kerhonkson, turn left at the only traffic light if coming 
from the north, and right if coming from the south.  Church is on the left.  Go to the church 
first to check-in, have coffee and attend the Opening. To get to the firehouse (for lunch) pass 
the church, go over a small bridge and turn left.  The firehouse is set back on the left.  
(Walking distance from the church).  There will be signs and people to direct you. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY April 12 th. 
 
 

Name____________________________________________________ Phone______________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________    Email ____________________ 
 
Your Church___________________________________________ 

 
My afternoon workshop choices are 1st choice # ____  and  2nd choice # ____ 
 

_____I would like to have lunch at the event (free will offering).  My choice of menu:                
                                                ____ Roast Pork, Mashed Potatoes & gravy, salad, rolls                                                        
                                                ____ Vegetable Ziti, Tossed Salad, rolls 
 

_____I will need childcare (please indicate names of children and their ages) 
 

_____I am disabled and will need my workshops to be accessible for my mobility  
          needs.  Please register ASAP so that we may accommodate your workshop choices. 
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CATSKILL HUDSON DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON LAY SPEAKING MINIST RIES 

The Rev. James Moore, District Superintendent 
Rev. Joyce Wilkerson, Director 

 
SPRING 2008 TRAINING EVENT 

 
 

DATES:  April, 7, 14, 21, 28 and May 5 
TIME:  6:30p – 9:00p 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  March 15, 2008 
 

NOTE:  Your registration fee is course specific and covers the cost of the required text/materials. 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church  
555 Joslen Blvd. 

Hudson, N Y 12534 
Rev. Robert Johnson, Pastor 

518/828-0226 
 

Instructors:   Basic – Rev. Dale Ellen Krazmien 
Advance: Lay Speakers Lead in Worship – Rev. Robert Johnson 

 
Registration Fees 

Lay Speaking Basic Course:  $15.00 
 

Advance Course: Lay Speakers Lead in Worship - $26.00 
 

REGISTER EARLY:   Please have your registration forms received or postmarked no later than 
March 15. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Return this portion of the flyer to:  Mr. Phil Jacobs, Coordinator of Education, 875 Sandy Plains 
Rd., Leeds, N Y 12451 along with your registration fee.  Kindly make your check or money order 
payable to:  Phil Jacobs.  
 
 Please indicate the course for which you are registering. 
                                                       ___ Basic 
                                                       ___ Lead in Worship 
 
Name___________________________________________    Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________ State___________  Zip Code___________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________ 

Church______________________________Pastor’s Name___________________________ 

Check one:         ____ certified lay speaker      ____local church lay speaker 

       (For office use:  date received______    registration fee ________)  

 



 21 

 

CATSKILL HUDSON DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON LAY SPEAKING MINIST RIES 
The Rev. James Moore, District Superintendent 

Rev. Joyce Wilkerson, Director 
 

SPRING 2008 TRAINING EVENT 
 

CONCEPTS IN LEADERSHIP 1 
A Course for Local Church Leaders 

 
(Note:  This is the required refresher course for Local Church Lay Speakers 

 who have not taken a course in three years.   
IT IS ALSO RECOMMENDED FOR OTHERS IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP.)    

 
 

DATE:  April 5, 2008 
TIME:  9:30am – 3:00 pm 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  March 15, 2008 
REGISTRATION FEE:  $10.00 (covers the cost of required materials) 

 
INSTRUCTORS:  Judy Bathrick and Gerry Rosenberger 

 
Bring Lunch: Snacks and beverages will be provided   

 
PLACE:  SAUGERTIES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Washington Avenue & Posts Street 
Saugerties N Y 12477 

Dr. Duane Buddle, Pastor 
845/246-7802 

 
REGISTER EARLY:   Please have your registration forms received or postmarked no later than 

March 15 
 

Return this portion of the flyer to:  Saugerties UMC, 40 Finger Street, Saugerties, N Y 12477. Att: 
G. Rosenberger along with your registration fee.  Kindly make your check or money order payable 
to:  G.Rosenberger.  
 
Name___________________________________________    Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________ State___________  Zip Code___________________ 

E-mail_____________________________________________________________________  

Church______________________________Pastor’s Name___________________________ 

Check one: ____local church lay speaker  

                  ____I am in another leadership position and it is_______________________    

       (For office use:  date received______    registration fee ________)  
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Registration Before 
March 1, $ 30.00, 

At the Door, $35.00 
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         Doug Nicholson, Registrar, 190 Springdale Drive, Ronkonkoma NY  11779 
                                        631 588 0924        somdoug@yahoo.com 
 

Registration Forms Available at HTTP://WWW.GBGM-UMC.ORG/NYACCSOCM/ 
 


