July/August 2008

Catskill Hudson District
New York Annual Conference

—
y 2 N

Bishop: Jeremiah J. Park

Pastor and District Superintendent: Administrative Assistant: Holly =~ Moore

Rev. James Moore cathudnyacholly@aol.com

71 Van Dale Rd., Woodstock, NY 12498 Website editor: Sheri Bunt  SheriBunt@aol.com
Phone: 845-679-6350 http://www.gbgm-umc.org/catskillhudson

FAX (call first) 845-679-5692
cathudnyac@aol.com

From the District Superintendent “Sound Bites from Annual Conference”

Dear Catskill Hudson Friends,

| write these words just after returning from Annual Confeeeand rather than giving an organized
and detailed report of what happened, | would like to share some quoteg besst remembrance of
the words) that give some of the essence of the 4 days we spent together.

As usual, Conference was inspiring, frustrating, exhausting, and.joifale than 1,000 delegates,
plus 1,000 children and their chaperones, came together for buswoeskip and fellowship, and it
was good to be a part of the extended family called United Methodist.

Here are some “sound bites” that give some of the flavor of the time we spethietog

“As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your
prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witne®%

The recent General Conference added “witness” to the basicgg®mhat all UMC members make
when they join our church. This is a significant addition, for as Bislaoe Middleton, our guest
preacher, said, “You can fulfill the first four promisesheiit leaving your church’s four walls, or
even thinking beyond its immediate premises. But “witness” regjoeething more of us. It
requires us to be the church for those outside our walls and outside our fellowship....... 8

“Under Construction: Please pardon our appearance as we make improvemesito better serve
you.”

These words appeared on two warning signs covering some smallirndkes floor of the theater
where our early morning Communion services were held. Dave Wdily helped lead Thursday’s
service, had the eyes to see that this was a spiritual gees¥dhenever we come to worship isn’t
this a major part of our prayer to God?



“A Connecting Church...... ”

Bishop Park, in his address to the conference, said that while fium #ie value of being a
“connectional church,” in which all of our congregations are conneatedd another for the sake of
our shared mission, we should also be remember our mission to berseciog church” — a church
whose business is helping people to make connection with God.

“To every thing there is a season, a time to be born and a time to die...... ”

These words were read by one of the Superintendents as we Iyorreabgnized the
“discontinuance” (that is, the closing) of two churches but alsebcated the chartering of a new
congregation.

Earlier this year both First UMC of Norwalk and the Chelsea UliGle the decision to close. Their
members will join other churches and the financial assets atahgregations will be invested in

creating new congregations, which in a way is a statement abouesurrection faith and new life

coming out of death.

The new congregation is New Millennium UMC, a church of Korearedeans in Long Island that
began as a mission eight years ago. More than fifty of itsh@enwere present for the chartering
celebration, some dressed in traditional Korean costume. As thgyfesaus, in Korean and in
English, and as we heard about the strong and vibrant ministrigsateeproviding in their
community, it was a time of wonderful celebration.

“There were disagreements but those disagreements did nigiad us to division. We had come
for holy conferencing, and that is what we experienced.”

This was a comment from one of our delegates to the recent G&wmrterence, referring in
particular to the discussions of difficult social issues in whichdamomination has been unable to
find a common understanding. “Holy conferencing” is a term thatsdiaten the time of John
Wesley, suggesting that we need to approach these difficult matefast by arguing or taking
votes, but with spiritual humility, deep respect and love forgfians who do not agree with us, and
openness to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit.

In our Annual Conference, and in our local churches, isn’t that the kiddai$ion-making that is
always best?

“Divine Mortgage Services”

This was the name of a program created in one of our congregationsige@rt, Ct., a program
that has helped seven families get the advice and finangpbg they need so that they did not lose
their homes to foreclosure. One of the great things about beranference is hearing about the
creative things that churches do to carry out the mission Godvesug. Whether or not we can do
those particular things, it’s inspiring to hear of such faithfulnasd a stimulus to do our best to be
faithful in the places where we find ourselves.



This was a cheer that was repeated ma
times during the Children’s progra children and chaperones from
and the dramatization of the story ¢@ Olivebridge and Samsonville
Noah. What a joy it was to see abo
1,000 children and their chaperong
from all over the conference. A bus
load of our Catskill Hudson folks werg
there, as well as some who came do
by car. Challenged by the bishop
raise enough money for 10 “arks”
animals in the Heifer Project (at $5,00

conference brought in enough for :
least 14 arks (a total of $70,000 i
pledges called in before confereng
began.) What a great response!

“Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the
Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you........ Will you do your best to
pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ....... Will you, in the exercise of
your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ,a participate in the life and work
of the community, and to seek peace, justice and freedom for all people?

These questions, addressed to those
who are about to be ordained, are always
a reminder and a challenge to me. | said
“yes” to such questions many years ago
when | was ordained, and | have tried
(though with imperfect results) to be
faithful to the promises | made. When |
go to conference | am reminded of my
ideals, and motivated to keep working at
fulfilling these lofty promises.

But aren't these challenges also
appropriate for all Christians? My hope
is that all of us, clergy and laity alike,
will look at the claims of God and move
forward in a faithful life of spiritual
connection, ethical faithfulness, and

practical service.

recognition of Pastor Karen Ogborn as a local pasto




ordination of Rev.Darlene Kelley

Next Year’'s Conference:

=
Darlene rejoices

Last year Bishop Park invited the youth of the conference to cometord®a and this year our
children were attended. At the 2009 Conference there will be aabpedtation to Lay Speakers,

Rev.Jim Moore leads the singing

nf tha CAnfaranra \/icinr

asking them to come on Saturday and then to return to their
churches with a special mission of helping us be a
“‘connecting church,” a church in which people are
connected to God through Christ. And, in part through the
work of these lay speakers, we hope to have a huge throng
of special guests at the 2010 Conference — namely people
who have joined our churches though profession of faith in
Christ.

As we work in our local communities, let's remember that
we are a part of something much bigger. It comes together
for only four days a year, and periodically in smaller units,
but we are all a part of significant faith community, namely
our New York Annual Conference.

Thanks be to God,

Jim Moore, Sup't.



Appointment Changes and Retirements on our District

Bishop Park has made the following appointment changes effective®July 1

John Capen will be retiring and departing from Gardnertown UMC inbNeyh, but will
continue his ministry with us on the Catskill Hudson Districthat Athens Federated Church
and at High Hill UMC.

Bill Hunter will be coming out of retirement to serve Durham:Oak Hill UMC.

Dick Lenz will serve Windham-Hensonville and Ashland as a fuletcharge. He has been
serving those churches along with Durham: Oak Hill.

Anne Rossini will be serving Coeymans Hollow and Dormansville, sualticg Steve Peiffer
who is moving to Goshen UMC.

Dottie Morris will be adding Harpersfield UMC to her pastoral duties wi¢hGrand Gorge and
Gilboa churches.

Sallie Soltysiak will be adding Stamford to her pastoral charge at Bloomville

Bob Kersten will be moving from Stamford UMC and Harpersfield UkCGrahamsville
UMC and Sundown UMC, succeeding Maybelle Renzi who is retiring.

Bill Wolf is re-retiring from Hankins. As of this writinghé new appointment is still being
worked on.

Chatham will be served by Esau Greene who will be completindira$ year at Drew
Seminary. Dale Ellen Krazmien is moving from Chatham to Gardnertown UMC in Newburgh.

Jae Joon Lee will be coming from Merrick UMC to serve CopakkCland Craryville UMC,
succeeding Linda McEathron who is retiring and moving to Nevada.

Bob Johnson is retiring and leaving Trinity UMC in Hudson, but wilappointed half-time to
First UMC in Coxsackie, succeeding Bob Granger who is re-retiring.

Ken Coddington will be pastoring at Hudson while continuing to serve dsr pafs the
Philmont UMC.

Sarah Diane Ford, a recent graduate from New Brunswick Semimiirpe the new pastor at
the Federated Church of Kerhonkson, succeeding Sara Thompson Tweedy vgumédam
family leave.

Fran Waite was officially appointed to the Rockland Area Ministry where he basskeving
since January of this year.

Martha Vink was appointed as pastor of Delhi United Ministry. She will also cortteryeart-
time assignment as campus minister at SUNY Delhi.

Good bye and thank you to those moving! We wdspou here in Catskill
Hudson, but pray God’s blessing on your new end&savo

Dale Ellen Krazmien — from Chatham UMC to GardnemoJMC
Steve Peiffer — from Coeymans Hollow UMC and Dosudle
UMC to Goshen UMC

Maybelle Renzi — retiring and moving to North Camal

Bob Granger

Linda McEathron — retiring and moving to Nevada
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Many of our Catskill Hudson District Churches cotied money
Towards the Bishop’s Heifer Fund Project. Heretheetotals that
were reported to the District Office:

Olivebridge and Samsonville - $300

Woodland Circuit - $725
Copake - $over 300
Reservoir - $1000

Andes — over $300
Monticello - $300
Greenville - $652

Roxbury - $1051

Halcott - $400

Shady - $275

Kingston: St. James - $500
New Paltz - $800

Rondout Valley - $320
Kripplebush - $140
Anonymous donation - $500

Grand Total for Catskill Hudson: $7,563






Wanderings . . .

Are you internet savvy? If so, I invite you to take a virtual tour of the Caksledson District!

Start herehttp://www.gbgm-umc.org/catskillhudsomt the Catskill Hudson District website. Then
click on the District Directory link in the left margin. A table of our churches will appeéar
alphabetical order. A link is provided for each church that has a website.

What a wonderful journey! 1 visited tigullville UMC site where Rev. Mandy lahn has a blog! (A
blog is basically a journal available on the web. Updating a Bloglied “blogging” and someone who
keeps a blog is a “blogger.”)

The Modena Memorial UMC website offers a beautiful musical backgrour@u+ God is an
Awesome God.

From theUlster Heights UMC website, you can click on a link to Internet Evangelism Day.cohis
website provides resources for churches, groups, and individuals “becaudebdiien people use the
Web, the Internet is changing the world, God is using the Web tddrangves, and “We’'d love to
use the Web for outreach, but we don’t know how.”

And, don’t miss checking out the recipes on Reservoir UMC website—Alice’s granola and the
banana split cake got my attention right away!

As | reflected on this virtual tour (replete with beautiful ggvaphs of our often historic church
buildings and scenic views of the Catskill region), | thought of Nlagural Church Development
initiative. One of the eight quality characteristics of hgalthurches is Gift-based Ministry. Who
among your membership might be gifted in the area of electromistnyi? Might your youth take
responsibility for creating and/or updating your church websitest@EniSchwarz, author of Natural
Church Development (2006) writes,

When Christians serve in their area of giftedness, they ggnéualition less in their own
strength and more in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus ordineople can accomplish the
extraordinary! An interesting corollary result of our research was sicery that probably
no factor influences the contentedness of Christians more than wiletlyeare utilizing
their gifts or not. Our data demonstrates a highly significdatisaship between “gift-
orientation” and “joy in living.” None of the eight quality chaextitics showed nearly as
much influence on both personal and church life as “gift-based ministry.”

Let a virtual tour of the district “jumpstart” your summer advees$, and let us pray for one another
that Summer 2008 will provide each of us with good health, safe trplgkical and spiritual
nourishment, and the opportunity to experience Christian contentedness threutigcovery and use
of our gifts.

Peace and joy,

Diane Meredith, District Lay Leader



CATSKILL
HUDSON
DISTRICT

BBO

When? Sunday, September'?, 2:00 —

dinner around 4:00
(raindate: Sunday, Septembef"L4

Where? District Parsonage
(71 Van Dale Rd., Woodstock, N¥2498)

Who?  All pastors and their families, and
significant others

Games, singing, fellowship, clowns, hand-
cranked ice cream, good food and fun!

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW !

SAVE THE DATE!



This Worked For Us:

A column with stories of bright new ideas from our District Churches. If you have something to
share in a subsequent Courier, please let us know.

Many of our churches offered Confirmation Classes this past yéere are a few interesting ideas
for confirmation classes and celebrations from churches in the district:

TheWindham-Hensonville and Ashland charggpastor Dick Lenz) had an intergenerational
confirmation class this year. In all there were 8 youth and three adults who tboktpa classes,
including a grandfather and his 2 granddaughters, and a grandmother and her grandsafingA
to Dick Lenz, “The mix of adult and youth students made for very candid, heartfelt, atd mi
opening Q&A and conversation - youth could sense a real hope for the future in thegoodsenc
adults; and adults realized it is okay to not know everythiAt-in-all Pentecost Sunday at WHA
was spirit-filled. Spirit-present!

At Copake and Craryville the class was not large — one student from Craryville and rovo f

Copake, but Pastor Linda McEathron worked with this group for the eatio®lsyear, taking them

to the October confirmation event at Epworth and the Bishop’s evertbiu&y. As a gift to the

church, the confirmands made new paraments for the altars, withsige @& one of the students
and a little help with sewing by a parent.

The confirmation celebration was held on a Friday evening atapake church, beginning with a
special dinner. At the service the District Superintendent dazemessage, each confirmand
addressed the congregation and told about why they have decidedkt® this Christian
commitment, and older siblings (previously confirmed) shared wordscolueagement for the new
confirmands. It was a very joyful celebration.

Many of our confirmation classes include some kind of missisenrice project. The class from
Colchester Community UMC (Downsville) led by Pastor Dale Ashby, spent a Saturday in
Oneonta serving at a Soup Kitchen. They waited tables, served fooeld bnedirty dishes, and
helped with clean up, as about 120 people came to lunch. The students anohelsagléenjoyed
the experience, and Pastor Ashby writes, “It was a great way to puttbuntaiaction.”

Three small churches in Delaware Cougjoomville, Hobart, Stamford) did Confirmation class
together under the leadership of Sallie Soltysiak, Lorraine Coscia-Ackenddsoé Kersten. One
of the pastors gives this summary: “We rotated between the churchess Bayead up for snacks.
We three pastors rotated teaching, although we made everyteffugtthere even if we were not
teaching. We had enough children to have some fun while we learned/soueh. About 14 kids
participated. We used Cokesbury "Claim the Name" curriculumadtimpressive how savvy these
kids are. They really have a heart for Jesus, and they wanted to be there!”
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The Monticello church (Rev. John Thomason) used Hymn #2114 (The Faith We Sing) a®f part
the confirmation ritual. Each verse of this new hymn mentidosation in the sanctuary that is
symbolic of our Christian life (the baptismal font, the pulpit, therabnd the doors), and as it was
sung the class walked to those places in the church. It wasdaagd dramatic way of reminding
everyone what our confirmation promises mean. Here is the text of the hymn:

At the font we start our journey, in the Easter faith baptized,;
Doubts and fears no longer blind us, by the light of Christ surprised.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope held out and realized.

At the pulpit we are fashioned by the Easter tale retold
Into witnesses and prophets, by the power of Christ made bold.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Faith proclaimed yet still untold

At the altar we are nourished with the Easter gift of bread;
In our breaking it to pieces see the love of Christ outspread.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Life embrace, yet freely shed.

At the door we are commissioned, now the Easter victory’s won;
To restore a world divided to the peace of Christ as one.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter’s work must still be done.

Benefit concert # 2

The St. John's/Malden Churchis hosting a second benefit concert on Sunday, June 22, 2008 at
2:30 pm, with proceeds to go towards building renovations. A mixed genre of professiona
musicians is blessing them with their talents. Projects that need to be dowle icmhnection to
town water and sewer, bathroom, handicap ramp, chair lifts for each set of steps (one t
sanctuary and another to the basement Sunday school/fellowship room). Pleaseppmrte
these worthwhile building improvements and enjoy an afternoon of good music!

The Reservoir UMC is interested in policies that your church has developeddming
gifts, either memorial gifts or other gifts. If you have such a policy, kiodhtact the Rev.

Lucy Jones ateviucy@earthlink.netr at 845-657-5107 to share your experience.
Thank you!
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TONY CAMPOLO TO SPEAK IN GREENVILLE, NY
Leading preacher and activist to preach at the United Methodist Church of @véle and Norton
Hill in Greenville, NY on Thursday, September 11, 2008 at 7 p.m.

Dr. Tony Campolo, preacher, educator ,and author, will be preachingeen@@lie, NY on
September 11, 2008 at 7 p.m. Dr. Campolo, Professor Emeritus of socaildgsgstern
University in St. Davids, PA is among the most celebrated andtattgr speakers and writers
in the United States. He has authored thirty-two books inclifingot Potatoes Christians are
Afraid to TouchCarpe Diem andHow to Follow Jesus Without Embarrassing Gddis most
recent books areéSpeaking My Mind, Which Jesus&nd Revolution and Renewal: How
Churches are Saving our Cities.

Dr. Campolo is an ordained minister, has served American Baptist Churchesn Jersey and
Pennsylvania, and is presently recognized as an associate pastor of the G4oona Baptist
Church in West Philadelphia. Founder and President of the Evangelical Assodiat the

Promotion of Education (EAPE), Dr. Campolo has worked to create, nurture and supp

programs for “at-risk” children in cities across North America, and haslped establish
schools and universities in several developing countries. Dr. Campaloisdia commentator
on religious, social and political matters.

It us our sincere pleasure to have Dr. Campolo coming to ahéne United Methodist Church
located at 5830 Rte 81, Greenville, NY 12083. We are excited to sporsegrang of worship
as we invite Dr. Campolo to come and share in his unique and engegyngwWe invite you to

join us on September T1a date that has taken on new significance and meaning in soofan)

our lives. Please call ahead to the United Methodist Church @n@he and Norton hill at
966-4181 ext. 10 for reserved seating. Space is limited to healyttasnic speaker, so reserve
your spot as soon as is possible.

St. Paul's Middletown Education Committee is in need of laptops for their aefteolsprogram.
If you have a laptop which you are willing to donate, or if you are able to assist

with the purchase of laptops, please call Michele at 283-7150 or Laurie at 355-7702.

St. Paul’s is also looking for a keyboard player for Contemporary Worship on Satatda§®
p.m.
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Layspeakers’ Corner

This July Gene Knoth and Margaret Howe will take over the Leadership oath8peaking
Committee. It is our desire to have a column in €atirier to keep all of you in the Catskill Hudson
District aware of what the Lay Speakers are doing and can do for you and yoineshuyou will

hear much more from us in the next edition of@airier.

Sincere thanks to Rev. Joyce Wilkerson who completed her work as chair of this teemidhityce
will remain a member of the committee.

We wish Phil Jacobs, a member of the Lay Speaking Committee and a frequantansand his
family well as they have relocated to Florida. |1 am sure Phil will finduach and a Lay Speaking
Committee!

It is our hope to offer Basic Lay Speaking Coursehis summer to be taught by Gerald Norris.
Watch for the details to be sent in a separate e-mail.

On May 3 the Lay Speakers also sponsorétbath Lay Speaking Training Day at Camp Epworth
Retreat Center. This was the second year for such an event. Thank you to alhihpsetiwipated as
adult leaders and made this event a success.

May 10th we celebrated o&pring Lay Speaker's Breakfastat New Paltz UMC. Worship for that
event centered around volunteers in mission and that we as Lay Speakers havétmenito that
mission. Guest speakers for that event were Terry Smith from New Pazwbid talked about her
mission trips to Biloxi and Janet Veale from Monticello UMC who talked aboutipeotBolivia.

Recognition was given to those who were completing courses this spring. So as nattarfpoge
a complete list will be provided in a future email.

If anyone has any questions or concerns about the Lay Speaking Committee andftemimgs,
please e-mail Margaret Howelaiwemarg@aol.corand Gene Knoth &nothheat@yahoo.com

Blessings to All,
Margaret Howe

13



Local Church Resource Days: September 27 and 28

Two exciting training opportunities are being planned by our District Coandilinistries.
They will be held at two locations in our district: in Liberty on Saturday, ﬁ'&]ﬂeﬂh
from 2-5, and in Catskill on Sunday, Septembét #8m 2-5. These workshops will
provide practical training and information for pastors and lay leadership in ouheburc

Five areas of local church ministry will be addressed:

Basics of Stewardshigded by Rev. Keith Muhleman, Director of the Frontier
Foundation

Ministry with Young Children: Starting a Sunday School or growing an
existing small Sunday Schoglled by Rev. Ann Pearson, Conference Director of
Connectional Ministry

Spiritual Disciplines led by District pastors and laity from the Wellspring Program

Practicing What We Preach: A Training Opportunity for Lay Speakers. Led
by Rev. Jim Moore and members of the Lay Speaking Committee

Youth Group Leadership: Ideas for Starting or Enhancing Youth Groups
Leadership to be announced.

More detailed information will follow in the late summer. Please be sure tdlsadates
and plan on bringing a carload or two from your church.

Youth News

Laura Speers (from Overlook UMC in Woodstock) and Amy Mellor (fideav Paltz UMC) both were

Youth Ambassadors on a NY Annual Conference trip to Costa Rickdehrsiary. Laura and Amy are
available to speak at our district churches about their expesiemceheir mission trip (for a free-will

offering towards Youth Ambassadors). They are both excellent ahdsetic speakers. If your
church is interested, please contact Donna Joligplgt donna@hotmail.conor (845) 853-8662 or

Amy Mellor atpenquinsnlamas@earthlink.r@tLaura Speers aicky1370@hvc.rr.com

The following is a report from Laura.

On February 13, 2008 | got on an airplane with 14
other youth and 3 adults from the New York
Conference to go to Costa Rica on my first mission trip.
We landed in San Jose, Costa Rica, at about 1:00 pm
and rode on a bus for 2 hours to get to Siquierres. This
little town became our home for the next 10 days.

old playground
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Our group experienced so many wonderful things
while in Costa Rica. The main project that we worked
on was to rebuild a playground at a local elementary
school. The one they had wasn’t in any condition to
be played on. Along with building the playground, we
fixed up the school’s library, painted a mural on the
side of the school, and dug a drainage system so the
playground wasn’t always full of puddles. We
finished everything and more that we had set out to
do.

Working hard on our project was so much fun, but for

the new playground!

our group the best part of the trip was getting to know the community. We built relgt®mnsth the
kids at the school as well as other youth from the community. We played basketbalt@erdasmid got
to know the local kids even though there was a language barrier. By the end of the 10 alaiwadve
made new friends and didn’t want to say goodbye. Even the relationships in our own group grew
stronger than any of us thought they would. We became our own family.

| know that the playground we built will grow old and will become damaged. The muraintedoa
will fade and the library will become worn down from use. However, those relationgaipsilt and
the love that was shared will always remain. The connections we madentifiuee to last. This trip to
Coast Rica changed my life and | hope | affected the people in Siquierreslassnhey affected me.
It was such an amazing experience and one | will remember for the restitéd.my

mural painted by Youth
Ambassadors in Mission

students playing on the new playground
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FREE DVD

NEW PROGRAM THAT WILL KICK START
YOUR ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN &
OTHER PLANNED GIVING

From Rev. Betsy Ott — Ronkonkoma UMC note to Ed Rup  pmann, LIE Stewardship
Chairperson:  “You're doing a wonderful job. FYI our giving here has gone up in the past
year and we are increasing in the number of pledger s. There is a much better sense of
stewardship as a way of life and of the need for st ability in giving so the church has stability
in funding ministries .”

" #$

Camp Epworth

TIMBER FRAME CLASS AND HOUSE RAISING--Fri-Sun, July 11,12,13, Sat- Sun, Juy 26,
27, 2008.Learn the basics of timber framing, while cutting, assembling and raisiffigathe on the

new farmhouse at Camp Epworth.

WHERE: Epworth Camp and Retreat Center, High Falls, NY about 2 hours north of NYC, near New
Paltz and Kingston. Near public transportation.
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TEACHERS: Aaron Dennis and his experienced team.

COST: $600. The cost includes tuition, accommodations in a bunk lodge or camping, prepared lunches
and dinners,[Breakfasts are potluck, with basics provided]. Child care is available. A $86Q de

secures a spacBpace is limited.

DONATIONS: Tax deductible donations to help with scholarships, teachers and building materials a
welcomed. Checks can be made out to Green Phoenix Permaculture, 8 Epworth Lanall$]ibhyF

12440

REGISTRATION: Please send checks to register, along with your contact information, payable to
Green Phoenix Permaculture, 8 Epworth Lane, High Falls, NY 12440

CONTACTS: You can contact Wilton or Joan at 845-687-7646 or e-marhajoane@yahoo.com

Spieiuality and Greation Rereat
runger amnd Response

October 3-4, 2008 (Sunday optional)

This retreat is a call for Christians who are hungry for God and
find forest and river a place to listen. Worship, prayer, and
meditations will bring Celtic and Franciscan insights to enhance
stillness and awareness of God amidst the beautiful 160 acres of
woods and fields along the Rondout Creek.

This retreat is also a call for Christians who are concerned about
Earthkeeping. Good practices, both initiated and envisioned at
Epworth, will be explored, including composting, worm farm, food
forest, permaculture garden, high mass heating systems, water
catchment, green building materials, passive solar, photovoltaic
panels, and others.

If you are interested in Christian spirituality and Earthkeeping
practices and would like to receive updates on this retreat and
other events, please contact us at Camp Epworth at
tcianci@epworthcenter.com .




Kingswood Campsite

Camp Woodsmokehas a few openings for children going into Grades 5 and 6. CduatacWityk
at (212) 569-1599 (home) or (646) 894-0803 (cell). Learn more about WOODSMOKE Camp for Kids

atwww.kingswoodcampsite.org

5" Annual Peaceful Valley

261 Palmer Road, Jefferson, NY

July 5™
11:00-7:30

Singers include Angel Band, John Osborne, Yancy Bwn, Larry
Barrett, Shelia Osborne, The Gleasons, Heartsongagon Thompson

Refreshments
Love offering will be taken

Call Don or Sarah Palmer for more information and drections @
(607) 652-3610
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Institute for
Spiritual
Growth

A SPIRITUAL GROWTH PROGRAM
for

LAITY AND CLERGY

Jesus said “but those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty
The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life” (John 4:14, NRSV).

Sponsored by the
New York Annual Conference
of the Methodist Church

Wellspring is a proven two-year program (est. 1992), whose purpose is to support ggmetnmand
spiritual deepening. Itis for lay and clergy persons who thirst for a deipiéual life. The program
is rooted and grounded in Christ, especially as practiced in the Christian ptatbeenway, and the
Wesleyan tradition.

In the Wellspring community you will discover a group of devoted persons who seekntthiea
spiritual traditions of the church, to be open to God’s spirit in new ways, and to be forthed for
Christian living and ministry.

A typical Wellspring weekend includes Holy Communion, group spiritual guidance imuolateve
prayer and the spiritual disciplines, an evening and morning curriculum presgmtéorning and
Evening Prayer, Silence, Covenant Groups, creative learning experientedesahd Christian
friendship.

Participants will have an opportunity to develop a deeper awareness of Godiscpraad activity in
their own lives, and also develop an ability to recognize and call forth the holy in.others

A new two year Wellspring class (VIII) begins in September 2008 and ends in May 2010.

For more information, please conta@ail Erdie, Wellspring Director,
43 DuBois Rd.
New Paltz, NY 12561
845-255-8058
Gail12561@aol.com
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Round and About the District & &

VA

Catskill UMC held a Lasagna Dinner to raise money for the Bishop’s Appehé children of
our conference to raise money for Heifer International.

On Saturday, May 31 many members frilew Paltz UMC gathered at Camp Epworth for a
work day. This event was sponsored by the NPUMC United Methodist Wdine bathhouse
was washed and painting began; bushes and grass were trimmedd; weeked and pulled;
bathhouse signs painted; bricks were re-laid in the pool area, dmel pnocess a skunk family
was discovered.

Amy Mellor coordinated a "can shake" in the communityNefw Paltz for UMCOR's relief
efforts in Myanmar. On one Saturday she raised $1000, and a checlentadirsctly to
UMCOR from NPUMC.

Second Saturday Suppers ©n the second Saturday of each month members and friends of
New Paltz UMC gather for fellowship and fun. On May 10th in celebration of Pentéregt

had a Happy Birthday Party for Everyoridey had 12 cakes representing the months of their
individual birthdays, played party games, and brought presents of fobdrfoly of New Paltz

or Health Kit Iltems.

New Paltz UMC participates in “Hugs
from Home”, a program in which they
collect items needed by our military
personnel.

New Paltzkicked off the Arks for Heifer
project on May 4th witta Blessing of the
Animals done outside under a tent. See
New Paltz TimesMay 7th edition for
cover story and pictures. Here is a
picture of Rachel (Pastor Dorothy
Caldwell's daughter) and her new puppy
Cody.

St. James UMCin Kingston holds Fellowship Suppers on tfi& ahd 4" Wednesdays of each
month. Members get the chance to know each other better around good food\ardation.
New friendships have developed as people have taken the time toomget {0 know better)
others who are involved in the ministry of the church. Some haen tdile suppers as an
opportunity for an evening out by staying for the choir rehearsal®a UMW meetings that
follow. One only needs to bring a covered dish to share.

The St. James Kingstomewsletter gives information about how to properly recycle used
compact discs and old computers. For detailed information go to
www.cdrecyclingforfree.com/
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St. Jamesis planning a Biblical Garden — one that contains plants mentioned in the Bible, along
with markers that quote Biblical passages. Please contactn Katarkisensis at
kmarkisenis@hvc.rr.corfor more information or to share ideas.

St. Jamesis planning a Church Homecoming weekend for October 10-12. Friday will be a film
night and hymn sing, Saturday will be a roast beef dinner with nansicdrama, and on Sunday
former pastors and spouses will share in leading the contemperargesand the traditional
service, which will be followed by a luncheon.

On Sunday, June 8, "Children's Day" was
observed at theAndes UMC with the
youngsters having a major role in the service.
The Sunday school collection that day was
$397.11, whichwent toward the Heifer
International Project, which has
been proclaimed as a conference-wide effort by
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park. In the picture, the
youngsters are holding up cards with drawings
of animals that are included in the project.

The United Church of Roscoein joining the Roscoe-Rockland Chamber of Commerce in
welcoming the members of Bike & Build. This group organizessecosintry bicycle trips
which raise awareness of Habitat for Humanity Internatiombky have donated $1,144,231 in
the past five seasons and have pedaled over 2.2 million miles. On Juhety Tyclists rode
through Roscoe, and the church hosted them for supper that evening.

On Sunday June 1, most the of the worshippeRoatoetraveled to the new two-unit Finkle
home that replaced the two homes that were lost in the June 2007ofloBd. 206. The
congregation celebrated a Home Dedication with the Finkles. Foljothe Dedication the
family and the congregation celebrated a fellowship lunch at United Church.ti#dtgood the
United Church had housed the family in the parsonage.

In April Susan Early and thRoscoechoir joined together through song to show that people
worship Jesus in many different languages. This was in cat@brat Native American
Awareness Sunday.

The Roscoechurch is sending overseas packages to service personnel. Kaggsamclude
canned nuts, trail mix, raisins, granola bas, individual containefiuibfor meat, and baked
cookies.

A volunteer driver list is being formed by thénited Church of Roscoe The plan is to
provide rides for people who may not be able to drive to Sunday worship.

News from theStamford UMC Sunday School includes reports of Mrs. Scudder showing
slides she took of children in other countries during some of heldrabmad and also a field
trip in May to the Joseph L. Popp Butterfly Conservatory in Emmd@tsldren that wore red
had a chance that a butterfly would be attracted to them and wdald ahride while they
walked through the conservatory.
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Callicoon and Narrowsburg UMC'’s held a retreat in late March with the theme of “Moving
from Flowers to Fruit”. On Saturday retreatants gathered ftome of prayer, learning about
the Bible, the gospels, Jesus’ life, and Christianity, enjoyedwship with others, played
games, and shared a meal together. On Sunday all gatheredabdgbarly at the church in
Callicoon for a time of prayer. After this a Love Feast Wwakl, followed by breakfast. A
special Unity Worship started with communion, anointing, baptisms, andethembering
one’s baptism. Lunch with a sending forth prayer ended the experidhwas a wonderful
time to make connections with other Christians, and most of alealty rspend quality time
with God.

Trinity UMC: Hudson is collecting new items for layettes for newborn babies atii@Gbia
Memorial Hospital. They are gathering disposable diapers, onesesiving blankets,
sweaters, booties, baby wipes, hats, socks, etc.

Hudson is also collecting much-needed school supplies for Hudson Middle Schoolasuch
glue sticks, pencils, pens, paper, crayons, notebooks, backpacks.

Overlook UMC in Woodstock has reserved prepared campsites at Camp Kingswood for this
August. Families from the church will bring their bedding, clotlaesl food (and kids!) to the
camp. Everything else needed for camping is provided by the carhpy’llTspend time
swimming, boating, hiking, tie-dying shirts, singing around the campind worshiping at the
outdoor chapel.

Overlook is providing scholarships for children who want to attend Woodsmoke, the kids’
camp at Kingswood.

Overlook UMC held an Italian Dinner/Show in April. They served a five coursalm
(including lasagna and taramisu) and then their guests were wahderitertained by some
talented church members and friends.

This April 105 folks took part in the P.E.T. Project Walk-A-Thon (Peat Energy
Transportation), organized l&yverlook UMC. P.E.T. is our Catskill Hudson District Mission
Project. The weather was gorgeous as children and adults emjayedderful three hours of
walking, biking, rollerblading, and riding the P.E.T.’s at the Ashokan Reservoir Walkwa

St. Paul's UMC in Middletown holds a Community Prayer Time on Wednesdays from 12:30
to 1:00 in their chapel. This provides a special lunch break in theemdtthe week, allowing
people to take some time to rest and talk to God.

In September, St. Paul’s is starting a new program foyaolih of their community — a multi-
faceted tutoring program which will include individualized homework hédmin games” to
make learning fun, and computer learning. This program wikdhdy a NYS certified teacher
with an assistant and volunteers. The program will begin witresaping a week and will be
expanded to 2 evenings as enrollment grows. Children will come for & Aoweek to learn in
a fun, nurturing setting at a fee of $50/month (just $6.25/hour!).
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Pastor Dale and Laurashby (Southern Delaware Charge of Colchester Community UMC
in Downsville and East Branch/Harvard UMC) celebrated their 25wedding anniversary
recently. Their churches threw them a lovely party and gaem a gift of a trip to visit
Niagara Falls.

Colchester Community UMC just purchased handbells and will be forming bell choirs and
enjoying the sound of the bells in worship.

East Branch/Harvard UMC has been collecting items to create care packages to sentbov
our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. Last year they sent out a numpaclaiges and they were
greatly appreciated by the troops that received them. They inaludessortment of hygiene
items, snack food and candy, books, videos, DVDs, CDs, puzzles, cards envelopes, pens, cards.

Harpersfield UMC held a benefit dinner for a two year-old boy who has spinal muscular
atrophy. The congregation worked very hard to feed about 225 people asull abisost
$2,000.

SeveralHarpersfield members recently attended a Walk to Emmaus weekend and together
learned about the many ways to serve God.

The Harpersfield congregation is excited to be offering a one day Vacation Ebleol in
July for the children of their community.

Reservoir UMC is reviving a tradition of camping together. Families argteéd to share a
weekend of fun, relaxation, and fellowship at the Woodbine area of Camprta (in High
Falls).

Reservoir is publishing a two-page Activities Up-Date bi-weekly, to be sentby e-mail.
They hope that this change will help them get up-to-date informationnoattimely and
economical fashion as well as keep friends at a distance irdoaibwut activities at Reservoir
UMC.

On April 18" the sale of theSlenford properties of theReservoir UMC was completed.
Proceeds from that sale went towards paying for their beaatiiluseful new building and
inspiring, renovated sanctuary.

Members ofReservoir are bringing their clean soda cans and bottles to church on Sunday
mornings. They will be redeemed and every nickel will be put toward the churchislifue

Elliott Oakes wrote about the Mountain Top Ecumenical Serviceshwhaie held in his
churches’ arealLexington-Westkill and Prattsvile UMC parish). Once a month churches
from many Christian denominations gather to worship together, tHesatoa guest speaker. A
recent speaker told about a company of soldiers serving in IradiagEen to come from the
mountaintop. Some of the participating churches are the Prattsiiixington-Westkill,
Windham/Hensonville, Ashland, and E. Jewett United Methodist Churches, Roathalic
parishes in Hunter and Windham, the Lighthouse Church in Hunter, the/teresi Church in
E. Jewett, the Dutch Reformed Church in Prattsville, and several independent churches
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Town of Bethel UMC had a creative fund raising idea. One of their members, Mike
LaFountain, offered a Defensive Driving Course and gave the procedus ¢bhurch’s general
fund.

The newsletter for th€own of Bethelincludes a column called “Featured Church Member for
the Month” in which one of the members of the congregation is edofilThis gives everybody
a chance to get to know their neighbors in the pew a little better.

On September 14 & p.m. Saugerties UMCis sponsoring a concert by the Russian singing
group Lyra. These are professionally trained singers who singaRusginns and folk songs in
an inspiring and beautiful way. Congregation members will be hawrggrs as guests in their
homes.

United Ministry of Delhi has collected hundreds of Campbell Soup labels for Springbrook
(Upstate Home for Children and Adults). Using these labglengorook has been able to
purchase a refrigerator, lamps, flashlights, gym equipment, antiingatools for their
curriculum. Delhi also made donations toward the purchase of matclangvgneelchairs for
third-world countries.

Delhi filled and delivered Easter baskets for needy families.

Both Rondout Valley UMC andGrand Gorge UMC recently held a Blessing of the Animals
service. Christian services of blessing of animals often looknEpiration to St. Francis of
Assisi, who 800 years ago found inspiration in even the “lowliest” of §&orkatures. The
Blessing of Animals reinforces our awareness that we sharplaxe in God’s world with all
sorts of creatures, some of who become beloved family members.

Walden UMC has instituted a Monthly Mission Project. In May they raised mémeHeifer
International to bring to Annual Conference. In June they will be supgoMIHOW
(Maternal Infant Health Outreach Worker) with items needed fbieba In July they will be
assembling Health Kits. In August they'll collect school supplies.

Ashland Community UMC sent Final Exam Study Care Packages to each of 15 college
students from Ashland UIMC and the surrounding community. The stuckmeived a great

gift and the givers received a great joy in giving. They God loves a cheerful giver ... but

so do our college students!
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Calendar
July 13-26: D.S. on vacation
July 24-27: School of Mission at Western Conn. State University, Danbury, CT
August 23: District Council on Ministries, Kingston: St. James, 9:30-12:00

Sept. 13: Meeting for newly appointed pastors and their lay leaders and SPPR chairs, Ne
Rochelle, 10-3

Sept. 7: District BBQ for pastors, District Parsonage, 2-?

Sept. 14:raindate for District BBQ

Sept. 27: District UMW Fall Meeting

Sept. 27 and 28:Two District workshop days on Stewardship, Ministry with Children, Spiritual
Disciplines, A Training Seminar for Lay Speakers, and Youth LeaderSiafqurday in Liberty, Sunday
in Catskill, both workshops will be from 2-5

Sept. 29-30:Bishops Tri-District Retreat, Mt. St. Alphonsus

Please freely post and distribute this copy of the COURIER. Contact the District Office
(cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to delete yourself from or add yourself to our
database for receiving the COURIER online.

The deadline for the September/October Courier is
September 2°, 2008.
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Mission Information

You can keep on top of all things mission in The United Methodist Church by going to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief Hotline websiteh#tp://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
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