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A Word from Your DS:    Thankful to Possess, but not to Own  
 
 

A few years ago I heard a fascinating lecture by a rabbi named Saul Berman on 

the values of Judaism, a radio rebroadcast of a speech that had been given the 

previous summer at the Chautauqua Institute.   At one point Rabbi Berman asked his listeners, some of 

whom where Jewish, how to say ―I own this pen,‖ in Hebrew.  Various answers were called out, none of 

them exactly correct, and at last the speaker said something like this: ―Never mind - It can‘t be done 

because Hebrew doesn‘t have any way of saying ‗I own,‘ in the sense of permanent, exclusive, 

irrevocable ownership.  You can make use of things, and you can possess them for a time, but ownership 

is God‘s and God‘s alone.  The language of the Bible doesn‘t even have a way of expressing what so 

many of us think of as a basic human right …‖   
 

He went on to use the example of a person in a library who is privileged to make use of any book there, 

and possess it for limited periods of time.  It‘s a blessing, and a rich opportunity, but anyone who takes 

and keeps the library books is breaking a basic covenant with all the other people, and corrupting his 

relationship with the library itself.   
 

How interesting to hear that our Biblical ancestors couldn‘t even say ―I own.‖  They might possess a 

house, a field, an animal for a time; they might make use of it for a while; but ultimately they knew that 

―the earth is the Lord‘s and the fullness thereof,‖ as Psalm 24 reminds us.  God is the only owner.  

Humans are caretakers, stewards, temporary possessors. 
 

As we look ahead this month to our Thanksgiving celebration, and as most of our churches are asking us 

to ponder our yearly financial commitments to God‘s church, I am so grateful to be reminded of this basic 

Biblical perspective.  We‘ve all been allowed to possess vast wealth, at least by the standards of this 

world, a reality that generates pride in some people and profound feelings of guilt in others – but neither 

emotion is completely appropriate, since the largest factor in our prosperity is simply the coincidence of 

having been born in a land of plenty.  We didn‘t earn our privileged place, and we shouldn‘t feel guilty 

merely about being where we are, but we do need to remember the Biblical mindset with regard to all 

these riches.  For some inexplicable reason we‘ve been allowed to possess them – but we don‘t own, 

which means that the use of all these riches should be governed by the owner‘s values, not ours.  
 

The ownership mindset leads to many negatives – competition, fear, insecurity, division among people.  

But realizing that this is all for ―temporary use‖ can be so freeing.  If we believe that God has provided, 

we can be bold in our sharing and in our relinquishing of all this stuff, since we have faith that God will 

continue to provide.  If we believe that God has given us these things for temporary use, we have genuine 

cause for a real thanksgiving (as opposed to a self-congratulatory celebration about all that we have 

accumulated.)  If we see ourselves as temporary recipients, we have no reason for pride and every reason 

to ask, ―What would the owner have me do with all that I have received?‖ 
 

As we move toward Thanksgiving this year I am thankful to remember that I don‘t own anything, and 

profoundly thankful to the God who has allowed me the use and temporary possession of such bounty. 

 

               Your DS and Friend, 

               Jim Moore 
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Filling Your Toolbox                                                                

 

 

 

  Our Fall 2009 training event, which we called ―Filling Your Toolbox: Getting Equipped to Serve in our 

Church‖, was a very positive event. Between the Oct. 3
rd

 session in Monticello and the Oct. 4
th

 session 

in Greenville-Norton Hill, over 100 people attended, and they were blessed with useful and inspiring 

interaction. 
 

 Four separate classes were offered each day.  Rev. Eileen Daunt 

led the introductory workshop on Lay Speaking Ministries, giving 

people the opportunity to learn about the various ways in which 

laity can be in ministry in their churches – perhaps by preaching 

and leading worship, but in numerous other ways as well.  Several 

people said they were motivated to sign up for one of the 

upcoming offerings of the Basic Course‖ by which people enter 

Lay Speaking Ministries …   Rev. Beth Perry, a consultant with 

our Annual Conference‘s Office of Connectional Ministries, gave 

the workshop on ―Sanctuaries Sanctuaries‖, helping people to 

understand the necessity for sound practices for the prevention of 

child abuse and also giving practical guidance in how to create and implement appropriate standards.  

No one wants to create needless bureaucracy or a climate of 

excessive suspicion, but in this world of sin we need to be ―as 

wise as serpents and as harmless as doves,‖ as Jesus said.  Beth 

helped us to see how we can be organized to offer the kind of safe 

and loving hospitality God wants all children to receive … Gail 

Erdie, director of Wellspring and lay pastor at Lloyd UMC, gave a 

very practical seminar called ―Hands on Praying,‖ that helped 

people to envision many creative ways to ―pray without ceasing.‖  

Several of her students remarked that they were grateful to hear 

about several new ways of praying that they hope will enhance 

their connection with Christ in new ways … And in the session 

entitled ―Radical Hospitality,‖ Rev. Darlene Kelley, along with some members of Clinton Ave. UMC, 

gave some wise ideas and inspirational witnessing about the power of embracing and accepting love.  

As they told their stories about experiencing a Christian community made up of people who are rich and 

poor, old and young, racially diverse, economically varied, and by most worldly standards an unlikely 

collection of individuals, many of the participants were deeply moved and inspired to ―go and do 

likewise.‖   
 

      We owe some hearty thanks to many people for making this event such a positive one.  In particular, 

thanks go to our seminar leaders: Eileen, Beth, Gail and Darlene; to our hosts in the Monticello and 

Greenville-Norton Hill; and to Margaret Howe who chaired the event and did a great job of pulling 

things together. 
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Festival of Praise, Sat. Nov. 7
th 

 

Nov. 7
th

 will be a joy-filled day of music, as people gather for 

Festival of Praise at Overlook UMC in Woodstock.   
 

The Festival is just a few days away, and we are excited about what 

will surely be a special time.  Five regional choirs have been 

practicing – each one bringing two songs to offer up in the Festival 

and also learning the pieces that the entire massed choir will sing …  

Lee Stowe and Carol Merante of Reservoir UMC have written a new song specifically for the Festival: 

―Let All that Have Breath Praise the Lord,‖ and we will be privileged to share in its debut …   ―Making 

a Joyful Noise,‖ the praise band from Harpersfield, will lead us in some choruses and songs of praise … 

The Sacred Dancers from the Windham-Hensonville, Ashland charge will interpret a song for us … and 

of course as followers of John and Charles Wesley, we will do some inspiring hymn singing. 
 

Other basic info:  The service begins at 4:00, but choirs will be gathering for the massed choir rehearsal 

at 1:00 … Child care will be available, though children are welcome to stay with parents for the event.  

Please call Overlook UMC (845-679-6800 if you are interested in child care … There will be a 

reception after the service, and we are asked to bring finger foods – small sandwiches, fruit, cookies, 

etc. to share … An offering for the work of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) will be 

received. 
 

Psalm 150 says, ―Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.‖  That‘s what we want to do as we 

gather for our Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Conference newspaper, The Vision, is now available only on-line.  As a matter of financial stewardship, the 

Conference will no longer be paying for the cost of printing and mailing the newspaper, and the money that has been 

saved is being used in other missional ways.  It would be helpful if each church could print a few copies of the Vision 

each month for their members who don‘t use the computer.   

Those that are on Ann Pearson‘s Connectional Ministries newsletter will automatically receive notice whenever a new 

edition of the Vision is available. (If you‘d like to receive the Connectional Ministries  newsletter, e-mail Ann Pearson at 

apearson@nyac.com.)  
 

To see the new on-line Vision  

 Go to nyac.com and click on The Vision in the left column, or 

 Type nyac.com/vision into your browser, or  

 Click here to go to The Vision page  

  

  

 

 

 

  Youth 
 

 Confirmation Kick-Off 

November 13-14 at Camp Epworth.  Go to www.umyouth.com  for more details.  

 Ignite! 

Save the date!  January 29, 30, 31 at Crowne Plaza in White Plains.  Go to www.umyouth.com for more 

details. 

 Youth Ambassador Mission ("YAM") in Kratie, Cambodia on February 10-21, 2010.  Information 

and upcoming events can be found on the NYAC Web site by clicking here.>> 

mailto:apearson@nyac.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102707655571&s=4111&e=001FBhm1CbTs0eV472R_xi9xFEj_m33Iasnu6hSXkda3x7yDuuLq72bPZDtgMaZXjNRcx8W29ki07laN-YYCVsmGaq78REjIM8dpdxWrayPB0LjF5RhoQGEJw==
http://www.umyouth.com/
http://www.umyouth.com/
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Greetings from Your New District Lay Leaders 

 

Wanderings- "Part Deux" 

 

Greetings from your District Lay Leaders. I know Diane won't mind my plagiarizing her column title 

since I feel it suits what we do very well. We all wander physically, mentally, emotionally and 

spiritually. Sometimes it's a pleasant thing and sometimes not so much ... 

 

I have been pleasantly wandering about my little corner of the Catskill Hudson District and by the time 

you read this I will have visited and worshiped with 4 churches in my cluster. It has been a real joy to be 

able to meet new friends in Christ along the way. Since I am a transplanted New Yorker it has been a bit 

of a challenge finding my way through the back roads of our district but I must say we live in a most 

beautiful part of the country and I wouldn't trade it for anything. 
 

On the spiritual side of my wandering, I have attended the Fill Your Tool Box workshop in Monticello. 

It was, as always, a joyous time of fellowship and networking along with challenging growth and new 

ideas. So much time and energy is put into providing these events and I would encourage all of you to 

seriously consider attending one of the District workshops in the future. A little birdie told me that there 

will be specific training for Lay Leaders in the near future, and I for one am eagerly awaiting that 

session. Being new to this job I could use all the help I can get...how about you??? 

 

Gerry Rosenberger, another of our District Lay Leaders, has just returned from a very interesting 

training session for the North East Jurisdiction held in Philadelphia. He managed to do some mental 

wandering with Sandy Jackson who is the author of the New Basic Course and leadership series. She 

talked at length about the role of Church Lay Leaders, District Lay Leaders and the Board of Laity. He 

also sat in on a discussion of stewardship and apportionment with a theme of financial discipleship as a 

lifestyle and not a campaign. 
 

Fran Reed and Margaret Howe are also wandering in their many hats; each having many responsibilities 

both in their home churches and within the District and the Conference as well.  
 

My emotional wanderings go far and wide. I am concerned about fulfilling my duties as a Lay Leader 

for the District, but I am also encouraged by the love and support I have received from my fellow Lay 

Leaders and our DS Rev Jim Moore, as well as my church family at home in Downsville and my new 

church families in the SW Cluster. As your new District Lay Leaders, we all ask for your prayers as we 

take on these new roles ,and you can all rest assured that we are praying for each and every one of you, 

too. 

 

Since this will be the last newsletter of 2009, we would all like to wish you a Blessed Advent and 

Christmas Season full of all the joy and anticipation of the coming of Emmanuel, Christ among us. And 

we hope that 2010 will be a year of peace and hope and love for you and your families, our churches 

and our world. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the 

Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

In Christian love, 

Toni Vessey 

SW District Lay Leader 

One of the Four – District Lay Leaders – Catskill Hudson 
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   Lay Speaking Ministries – Catskill Hudson District 

     Margaret Howe, howemarg@aol.com 

     Gene Knoth, knothheat@yahoo.com 

 

 

Greetings – by the time you read this – you have changes your clocks – gained the hour you lost – and 

wondered where the year had gone. 
 

Many of you have been busy this fall with Lay Speaking Courses – we taught two ―new‖ Basic Lay 

Speaking  courses in Margaretville and Kingston and one Storytelling in Saugerties.  Thank you to 

Pastor Sallie Soltysiak, Jon Fritz and Lula Anderson for their time and commitment to this program.  

Pastor Sallie will begin the course Go Preach on October 31
st
 at Stamford UMC. Registration Forms are 

on the District Web Site. 
 

Your Lay Speaking Ministries Committee meets monthly and in the last month we have been reviewing 

the Lay Speaker questionnaire/survey we sent out in the summer.  Thank you to those who responded – it 

is very helpful to hear from you.  Now we are looking at ways to provide some of the courses you 

requested  - and to find ways to better serve the geography of our district. Watch for information 

regarding this – in emails or on the web site. 
 

Thank you to Rev Eileen Daunt who taught the workshop Introduction to Lay Speaking Ministries at the 

October 3 and 4 Fill Your Tool Box Workshop Weekend. The folks who participated in that workshop 

were awakened to what Lay Speaking Ministries represents for them and the people in their local 

churches.  We were able to recruit for the Basic Course in Kingston. 
 

As Charge Conferences are being held, please remember to complete your Annual Report for Lay 

Speaking.  If your Pastor does not give you the form, you can download it from the Conference Web Site.  

Go to www.nyac.com  – click on Business/Finance – click on Forms – click on Lay Speaker Annual 

Report for 2009.  It is important that we all use the same form.  Please use this one.  Also, I remind those 

who attend the Annual Conference Lay Speaking Course at Hofstra, please include this course as an 

Advanced Course on your Annual Report. 
 

November is coming and with it Thanksgiving – remember what we all have and be thankful – reach out 

and touch someone and show them God‘s blessings – our God is an awesome God! 
 

Blessings, 

Margaret Howe 
Co-director Lay Speaking Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LEARNING CENTER RESOURCE LIBRARY at 

20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains is now on line.  You 

may view a list of the resources by going the NYAC.com Web site,  click on 

"Resources" and then "Resource Library" to search for resources that meet your 

needs.  D.S. Jim Moore is at the Conference Center every week and would be happy 

to pick up materials for people in our district. 

mailto:howemarg@aol.com
mailto:knothheat@yahoo.com
http://www.nyac.com/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102764427598&s=4111&e=001jPPp1ahwWg13sdEjFXQtxnJXu-5cDkBoTTQ9KqsinqeKo5uO8aFjYM-hltfL9o8T0vq5RrWBBOONcUsACNuIbkKJUsIQ0RAnTR7j1ggihiQ=
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This Worked for Us:  stories of successes in our District Churches  
 

In Kaaterskill: Potluck Wednesdays 

Kaaterskill UMC has not had much success with traditional Sunday School programs in recent years, but 

has had a very exciting new outreach to children and adults this fall.  Here is a summation of their 

adventures thus far, as written for us by Lynne Taylor: 

It began as one person‘s vision, then other folks caught the vision! The radio announcement shared the 

vision with the whole community. 
 

“Come join us at Kaaterskill United Methodist Church on Main Street in Tannersville for PROJECT 

POTLUCK on Wednesday nights this fall.  Tired of seeing your household going in all different 

directions?  Here’s something you can do as a family.  Starting on September 16, come at 5:45 and bring 

a dish to pass.  After dinner, there’ll be activities for all ages – something for everyone.  Head home 

before 8:00 with supper out of the way and a fun evening to discuss with the kids.  Everyone is welcome.  

Make PROJECT POTLUCK your Wednesday night place to be!”   
 

As of the middle of October, Project POTLUCK had welcomed 30 – 60 persons each Wednesday—many 

from beyond the church family—with activities for adults and children including games nights, Texas 

Hold-em, a workshop on wills and living wills, a discussion on worry & the spiritual life, a golf swing 

clinic, an old-fashioned sing-along, square dancing, and a discussion with a local author about her 

published memoir following her husband‘s death.  Children and youth enjoyed five-week ―Camp 

E.D.G.E.‖ – a VBS curriculum adapted to the evening‘s format—and are currently rehearsing ―Camel 

Lot,‖ a Christmas musical.  Still to come this fall:  Advent activities for adults/families, Christmas 

caroling & games, and a four-part workshop on spiritual and psychological development for parents of 

young children. 

We need to keep exploring the new ideas God sets before us.  If our traditional ways are not attractive to 

many of the folks who live among us, perhaps God is telling us to experiment and look for new ways.  

Project Potluck seems to be a very positive new way. 

In Copake: Revitalization and Community Spirit One Step at a Time 

      (from a recent article in the Copake Chronicle 

As a demonstration of this kind of community leadership, this past Sunday, September 20th, the Copake 

United Methodist Church successfully combined two local visions into one very successful and, I 

thought, very moving Sunday.  The congregation invited all the men and women who serve the Copake 

community along with their families to attend a 10:30am church service which was dedicated to the noble 

concept of volunteerism.  The congregation saluted and gave thanks to the people who volunteer their time 

and energy by giving to the community and demonstrating a unique kind of devotion to improving our 

surroundings when and where it is possible.  This touching service was attended by the many various 

groups that support our town and its citizens. The church was almost filled to capacity, and the warmth of 

the service lead by Reverend Jae Joon Lee and his infectious and beaming smile was felt by everyone in 

attendance.  

 

The service was followed with the launching of a new soup kitchen (to be called Church House Chow) in 

the Church House.  There were three different excellent soups available Sunday morning when many 

people came to share in the launch of this community service.  I will confess that my favorite that day was 

the Chili soup.  With all the economic strife in our nation today this kind of outreach program will be a 

boon for many Copake Citizens in need of help.    
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The ongoing Church House Chow will be scheduled from 5pm until 7pm the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each 

month serving homemade soups, bread, cookies, etc.  Donations of surplus produce from Copake gardens 

and farms will be shared with the community during the meal serving time.  

 

This is how you begin to create a positive future -- one family at a time, one street at a time and one section 

of town at a time. 

 

In Grand Gorge: A Community Health Fair 

The First Annual Community Health Fair held in Grand Gorge this July was organized and chaired by our 

own Rev. Dottie Morris (Grand Gorge UMC, Gilboa UMC, Harpersfield UMC).   It drew several hundred 

adults and children who all walked away knowing something more about healthy living, wellness 

resources and medical options than before.   The fair brought 21 health service organizations and the 

communities of Grand Gorge, Gilboa, Conesville, Roxbury, Prattsville, and Stamford together in one area 

to let the public know what is available in this rural region.  Dottie was also a speaker and spiritual 

wellness presenter and hosted a prayer session at the Grand Gorge UMC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    What would happen if every America that celebrates the Super Bowl football game 

donated one can of food or $1 to fight hunger and poverty in their local community?  The result would be an astounding 

$90 million in cash and cans to help feed the hungry, provide shelter to the homeless and help our neighbors in need.   

Join the Souper Bowl of Caring and help make this vision a reality!   

Click here for more information: Souper Bowl of Caring. 
 

For information about this campaign including registering your congregation and helpful resources, go to 

www.souperbowl.org.  

 

Children's Home "Every Child Is A Gift" Holiday Campaign                                      

The holidays are quickly approaching and the Children's Home in Binghamton,  

NY is reaching out for help to fulfill the special wishes and dreams of their  

children this holiday season.  To learn more about the Children's Home and 

 how you can help click Every Child is a Gift. 

To access their list of "Most Requested Gifts on Holiday Wish Lists" and stocking  

stuffers ideas click here>>.  

 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102764427598&s=4111&e=001jPPp1ahwWg3WQu46HnxGMWop6vHpUgI5jlQ_RQFbF-vkvu7Urs9F1tbdRd7DSu_bbZY-aWZeZzKKKrWZGjAwGfQ5FUnfQM-HMyjWhn8QqRoob4w7Dd-hZzQBCiIGI8bHQybg9X_d-6tA0YZm83cskZatVGgZmkw_hav5yS5nWWTNuUUQFdOTBRdkulPVzAhmWoI6eHJbg2DnwFy9bg_mxPvIoM8Ra1sn3P75I0Usb59yg9pKTGP7Ew==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102764427598&s=4111&e=001jPPp1ahwWg2XdQwpeY5wX8XjpYmXwvZKC6NZucjHnGubsjuFxnXis9lsWZs8BX3M3DSPOiRgmiXijDVtH6jgn6ej564rPsdw8CEiWQ3DWHYBZCb06GsOQQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102764427598&s=4111&e=001jPPp1ahwWg3KAHChLxjyFzuOYtmF-v5kmu3bhv1wMkyTJoYmxp4N3YsBjdDS92WurehJWkrtcG0EReLPO8LI-bAlX2JPPieHVL0EsKjtWCwaIui-ZsYSQ-ghavKZdFIP3XNBgw3znQT20eQgQB5khPHCeajSYSnOadGajOTHXPEzasxw3-79ArR4fHPrQHS_xHMJdyGL6IQ2fNUodhl1GA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102764427598&s=4111&e=001jPPp1ahwWg0b1CVLaH-uA9yiw0qOT4NZSQWUS0RdtGgTtkUbRWiHUxzal8pWuAC37ybAOM2DKaK7eP5kxVyHhw-V0Ib9EfE19nJOUTSniav2N_6HBL3jYsQwuJzzQ3Lr9yl69J1QiJiWRErYC7NkUBZbX333dWWIM-VtJTRPRd4yDx7QIRhBJPXmvLdSLoAozGEmzuuzpNPUpb9LkQVhVis0glECgRS0Yk4NiOdW9tA3Ky626LjIog==
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The Catskill Hudson District United Methodist Women  

Annual Retreat 

JANUARY 29-31, 2010 
St. Joseph’s Villa – Saugerties, NY 

 

SING the WORLD ROUND: 
Sacred Music Unites Global People of Faith 

 

 
 

Rev. Noel Koestline 

Leader 
 

Praise God with loud crashing cymbals.  Let everything that breathes praise the Lord. 

Psalm 150:5b-6a

 

    “My son is eleven.  How can he ever make war on a people whose faith songs he has in his 

heart?” 
- Debi Tyree, Global Music Team of the General Board of Global Ministries 

 

    For over a century and a half the American church has sent missionaries to far parts of 

the world to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  We taught our music – “Holy, Holy, 

Holy,” “Onward Christian Soldiers” and “Jesus Loves Me.”  By the grace of God, faith 

communities established themselves in their own cultures, and developed culturally-rich 

expressions of faith to share with us to broaden and enrich our religious experience.  

Think of how impoverished worship would be without the contributions of African-

American music or without the likes of “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” or 

“Shalom Chaverim.” 

    What is “sacred music” to the human beings of any culture?  How can we improve the 

sound of our own voices?  How can learning one another’s faith songs by heart help bring 

peace to our world?  How can we become more faithful Christians through our receptivity 

to the theological and spiritual insights of our sisters and brothers of other nations?  How 

can our congregations and our children become a part of the global singing community?  

These are the questions that will reverberate through our weekend of music, rest, play, 

and worship together. 

 

    You need not have any particular musical ability or training to attend!  If you sing hymns in 
the congregation, we need you! 
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REGISTRATION for District UMW Annual Retreat 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________    Email ____________________________________ 

Local Church ____________________________________________________________ 

I can contribute through voice, other instrument, drama, creative writing.... 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Room: single ___ double ___  

Roommate _____________________________________ 

Needs (circle all that apply): 

a) Scholarship as first-timer.  Requested from Marilyn Wakefield: (845) 679-8175; 

marwake@hvc.rr.com  

b) Refrigerator space for my few special diet items 

c) Chairlift up to bedrooms 

d) Other ___________________________________ 

 
Make checks of $165 payable to Catskill Hudson District United Methodist Women. 

 
Mail to:  Gloria Sumner 

  126 Stone Road 

  West Hurley, NY 12491 

  gloriousggs@aol.com 

  (845) 331-2788 

 

Mail by January 11, 2010. 

 

Questions?   

Jean Guice: (845) 791-7355 

Gloria Sumner: (845) 331-2788; gloriousggs@aol.com 
 

mailto:marwake@hvc.rr.com
mailto:gloriousggs@aol.com
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                        Classical Piano artist returns to RVUMC 

     Rondout Valley United Methodist Church is pleased to announce that they have been able to arrange for a return 

appearance of concert pianist Cynthia Elise Tobey. Ms. Tobey is preparing for a recital in New York City and she 

has agreed to perform that recital at the church on Friday, December 4
th
, 2009 at 7:30 PM. The church is excited to 

be able to have Ms. Tobey back again and looks forward to hearing her extraordinary talent. She has indicated that 

she will be playing a sonata by Chopin and works by Beethoven and Schumann. Admission is free but there will be 

a free will donation box to help cover the costs of the recital. A tentative ―snow date‖ of Dec. 11
th
 has also been set 

and that will be confirmed nearer the concert date.  

 

     Ms. Tobey has performed at Carnegie Hall with New York Pops Orchestra, with the West Point Orchestra, on 

PBS radio on the show ―From The Top‖, with the Hudson Valley Philharmonic, and in Europe. December 4
th
 is 

going to be an extraordinary evening and it is hoped that the church can share the performance with its friends and 

neighbors in the community.  

 

     The church is located at the corner of Schoonmaker Lane and U.S. Route 209 at the south edge of Stone Ridge, 

NY. Schoonmaker Lane is approximately 200 yards south of the traffic light at the junction of Rt. 209 and Rt. 213 

East (toward Rosendale). The church can be seen up the hill on the right hand side of Rt. 209. The Methodist cross 

and flame is displayed on the end of the church and is visible from Rt. 209. 

 

Native American Ceremony to be offered for Thanksgiving 
Tuesday, November 24 at 7 p.m. 

                                                
 
     A Community Thanksgiving Service will be offered on Tuesday, November 24 at 7 p.m. at 
the Reservoir United Methodist Church on State Route 28 in Shokan. 
Rev. Nickolas Miles, pastor of the United Reformed Church of Rosendale and the keeper of 
the ceremonial drum for the Association of Native Americans will lead those gathered in the 
Green Corn Ceremony.  The men of the Cloudbreaker Society and the women of the 
Redfeather Singers will bring songs in the Native American traditions. 
     We will also sing our more traditional hymns and share in communion together.  A 
Smudging Ceremony will be our opening prayer and prayer of confession. 
Gifts of canned and packaged goods for the Olive Bridge Food Pantry as well as cash will 
be received as the offering in thanks for all our blessings at this harvest time. 
     Seasonal refreshments will follow at the end of the service. 
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                 Stop AIDS. Keep the Promiseé 

Working Toward an AIDS-Free World 

World AIDS Day ðDecember 1, 2009 
 
   On Tuesday, December 1, a worship service of prayer and healing will be offered by the Healing 

Prayer Team of the Reservoir United Methodist Church to acknowledge World AIDS Day.  This will 

be an opportunity to pray for healing in the world, in our communities and in our own lives and to 

share in the hopeful work of UMCOR (the United Methodist Committee on Relief) in helping the many 

children orphaned by AIDS in Africa, who struggle to keep their families together and to make a 

better future for themselves. 
 

   The worldwide statistics surrounding the HIV/AIDS epidemic are still staggering. About 33 million 

people worldwide are HIV/AIDS infected, 2.7 million become newly infected each year and 25 

million people have died of HIV/AIDS since 1981. In addition, more than 14 million children 

worldwide have lost one or both parents to HIV/AIDS. In 10 years this number is expected to double. 

Sub-Saharan Africa remains at the center of this crisis with 22 million people affected with the 

HIV/AIDS virus.  
 

   As the battle against HIV/AIDS continues into another year, United Methodists are encouraged to 

press forward and stop the spread of this deadly disease by creating awareness. 
 

   Observing World AIDS Day on or near Dec. 1 is one way you can help. Join millions of others in the 

fight against HIV/AIDS. Every step we take gives one more person the hope to live positively with 

HIV/AIDS. 
 

   The Reservoir UMC is on State Route 28, 11.4 miles west of the traffic circle in Kingston.  Contact 

person: Rev. Lucy E. Jones, revlucy@earthlink.net or 845-657-5107 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Osborne in concert 
 

All are invited 

United Methodist Church of Shady (Church Road, Shady) 
 

Sunday, November 29th at 1:30 pm 
 

Love offering will be collected. 

Refreshments will be served after the Concert 

Questions?  Contact Rev. Rachel Ye Kim at 679-2817 

 

The deadline for the January-February Courier will be 

December 30
th

, 2009. 

mailto:revlucy@earthlink.net
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     Round and About the District  
 

 
 

The Andes UMC held a successful chicken barbecue on Oct. 10, with 

the UMM taking charge of the chickens and the UMW providing salads 

and baked beans. Manning the grill were, from left, Karl Ogborn, Keith Bell, 

Jim Barrett, and Dave Conover. 
 

At Colchester Community UMC (Downsville) council meetings aren‘t just 

business meetings.  This year they have become an opportunity for devotion and prayer as well.  At the 

September meeting members shared answers to the question, ―How goes it with your soul?‖  It was a time 

of sincere sharing and openness. 
 

Rethinking Money was the topic for the August Parish Council meeting at The United Ministry of Delhi.  

Devotions included several Bible passages about money.  The week before members had been provided 

with copies of four articles from the Circuit Rider: ―Thinking Beyond Ourselves in Hard Times‖, 

―Promoting Economic Development: Empowering the Church to Empower the Community‖, ―Wesley on 

Money‖ and ―Why Do We Pay Apportionments, Again?‖  The articles were discussed and members were 

reminded that how we use our money is a reflection of who we are, as individuals and as a church.  If our 

use of money is a reflection of who we are, what is it saying to our communities?  Is it the message we 

want to send? 

 
 
 
Calendar 

 

Nov. 7: District Music Festival, Overlook UMC, Woodstock, rehearsals 1:00, service 4:00 

Nov. 10-12:  Board of Ordained Ministry, Mt. St. Alphonsus 

Dec. 1:  Local Pastors, Quarryville, 2-4 

Dec. 3:  District Committee on Ministry, Saugerties 

Jan. 19-21: Bishop‘s Convocation 

Jan. 23: DCOM, 1:00 (place to be announced) 

Jan. 25-27:  Board of Ordained Ministry 

Feb. 2:  District Committee on Ministry, Saugerties 

April  20-22:  Order of Elders Retreat 

May 15: ―Rethink Worship‖ led by Jorge Lockward, Catskill UMC 

May 22: Camp Meeting at Epworth 

June 9-12:  Annual Conference, Hofstra University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please freely post and distribute this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District 

Office (cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to be deleted or added to our database 

for receiving the COURIER online. 
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