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Building for All Ages  
Capital Campaign   

Re-Thinking Overlook  
   A lot of study and planning has 
gone into charting a new course for 
Overlook Retreat & Camp Minis-
tries. 
   The Board of Directors is pleased 
to announce inspiring Honorary 
Chairs  to lead the way for each of 
the 3 districts: 
 

Harrisonburg District  
Mr. Bill Neff  

 

Staunton District 
Mrs. Dorothy  
Ravenhorst  

 

Winchester District 
 Rev. Raymond Wrenn  

 
 

   Over the coming months, efforts 
will unfold to complete the planning, 
gather resources, and effect the 
improvements recommended from 
an extensive study.  It is expected 
the process will cover  a five year 
period with progress coming in 
stages as resources are available. 
   Immediate needs include the pur-
chase and loan retirement for adja-
cent properties,  modernization of 
the summer camp buildings, expan-
sion of the Blessings Lodge, and 
the matching of a challenge gift to 
create million dollar endowment 
which will be a source of funds for 
generations.   $112,000 is needed 
to complete the matching challenge.  
The total goal for these immediate 
needs and some others that will be 
incurred within the 5 year time pe-
riod will be three million dollars. 

Overlook Retreat & Camp Ministries,    Ron Robey, Director,     540 2MY-CAMP,     CampOverlook@gmail.com,     CampOverlook.org 

Encouragement  
 For the  

Single Again  
 

Literally!  Donôt let the leafless trees 
and frozen ground fool youéthere is 
still fun to be had at Camp Overlook!  

December 20-21, 2009 
we will host our first 
Winter Camp !  Sum-
mer campers are in-
vited to return to Over-
look to see some of 
their favorite counsel-

ors, catch up with friends, enjoy their 
favorite camp games, and enjoy some 
new Christmas-
themed activities.  
Never been to sum-
mer camp?  Let this 
overnight event intro-
duce you to what 
Overlook has to of-
fer.   
The program is open to 4th through 
8thth graders.  Participants can check 
in at 3:00 PM on Sunday ï dinner is 
provided. Three meals on Monday are 
included and the event will conclude at 
6:30 PM.  (This is a great opportunity 
for mom or dad to slide in some last 
minute Christmas shopping!)Contact 
the camp office or the web for registra-
tion material. 

Paul Bunyan Day  
Saturday,  Nov. 21,  8 am-1:00 

Winter Camp...Cool!  

Join us anytime between 8:00 and 
1:00 to lay away some wood for our 
winter retreats.  Lunch served at 
12:30!   Let us know you are coming 
so we can have plenty ready! 

   The holidays can be an espe-
cially trying time of year for those 
who find themselves single again, 
either by separation, divorce, or 
death.  If you are struggling with 
the issues of being single again, or 
know someone who is, the 
ñSINGLE AGAIN RETREATò at 

Camp Overlook may be a way for 
God to speak to your heart and 
help you find the path that leads to 
healing and wholeness.  A number 
of men and women who have been 
where you are will share how God 
is working in their lives to  restore a 
sense of peace. 
   The weekend is scheduled for 
Dec. 4-6 at Blessings Lodge.  A 
$99 registration fee includes your 
lodging, meals, and program sup-
plies. Registrations are available at 
CampOverlook.org or call the 
Overlook office. 

Carson  Stroop  1928-2009 

   Our long time friend and trustee, 
Carson Stroop, claimed his reward 
for running the good race of faith 
on Friday, Oct. 9.  Carson served 
several terms on the Board of Di-
rectors, was Paul Bunyan personi-
fied, & considered Overlookôs Fam-
ily Campground a second home.  
Betty, his wife, has designated 
Overlook and Bethany UMC for 
memorial gifts.  

Frontier Four:  L-R Carson, Harold 
Webster, Carl Ritchie, Paul Alexander 



Thank YOU!  
You are the key that opens the door 

for great things to happen! 

James and Tracey Blagg 
Billy and Lisa Coffelt 
John and Evelyn Driver 
Recordo and Crystal Ford 
Nancy Goulart 
Jay and Sheryl Grigg 
Carson Hensley 
Franklin Moomau 
Betty Phillips 
Ron & Brenda Robey 
Paul and Wanda Showalter 
Wendy Smith 
Carl and Violet Stewart 
Noland Suter 
Doe Hill UMC 
Asbury UMWðHarrisonburg 
Billy and Louise Wright 

Wish  List  

-Hand tools, paint brushes, & gar-

den tools, for Mission teams 
-Acoustic Guitars , tambourines, 

drums and percussion instruments 
for some budding musicians  to make 
a joyful noise. 
-Volunteer  adults for cabin renova-

tions 

Walk to the Manger  
 

   Before you know it it will be time to 
pick out your Christmas cards, finish 
(or start) your Christmas shopping, 
schedule the family and church holiday 
gatherings, and decorate the tree. The 
Christmas season can be filled with 
many commitments and some hassles, 
too.  Donôt forget to focus on why we 
celebrate! 
   Overlook Retreat and Camp Minis-
tries will host its annual interactive na-
tivity December 18th from 6:00 to 8:00 
PM.  Visitors to Overlook will be 
greeted by Roman soldiers command-
ing them to report for the census.  
There they will meet up with a shep-
herd in need and set out on a Christ-
mas night adventure.  Let the sights 
and sounds of the first Christmas fill 
your heart 
with ap-
preciation 
for Godôs 
gift to us.   
    The 
event is 
FREE and 
open to all.  Invite your family, Sunday 
school class, and youth group to at-
tend.  Wear sturdy shoes and please 
keep all children with a responsible 

adult.  
The ex-
perience 
will last 
approxi-
mately 
30 min-
utes.   
 

Coming Soon!  
Paul Bunyan Day       Nov. 21 
Single Again Retreat       Dec.   4 
Walk to the Manger              Dec. 18 
Winter Camp                       Dec. 20 
Celebrate Your Marriage      Feb. 12 
Confirmation Camp              Mar. 26 

   Celebrate the Season   
    

   Blessings Lodge will host Christ-
mas luncheons and dinners during 
the month of December.  A savory 
holiday meal of  Honey Baked Ham, 
Baked Chicken, Sweet Potato Cas-
serole, Green Beans, Garden Salad 
Hot Rolls, SnoBall Cake (Coconut), 
and hot/cold beverages has been 
prepared or you can choose from our 
other menu options.  $15.50 per per-
son covers all menu items, taxes, 
and gratuity.  We are prepared to 
serve groups of 20-72 people.   

   Groups smaller than the minimum 
may be interested in ñFriends and 
Familyò night, December 14th, 2009.  
We will host a variety of small groups 
that nightðentertainment provided.    
Limited dates are still available...call 
now to book your event.  540-269-

What the kids had  
to say...  

  CAMP!  

   Last month we asked our campers 
to share with us their summer camp 
experience.  Their feedback has been 
affirming, and in many cases, heart-
warming.  Reading their comments 
have further impressed on us the im-
portant role a week of summer camp 
can play in the life of a child.  The 
physical, emotional, and spiritual lives 
of young people were changed at 
Overlook and we want to pass on 
some of what the campers had to 
sayé 
   The game ñRomans and Chris-
tiansò (an adventurous, interactive 
simulation of the persecution of early 
Christians) was a highlight for many 
children.  They enjoyed standing up 
for their faith and trying to convert the 
Romans (counselors) by telling them 
about Godôs love.  When asked what 
they learned that was new to them, 
one child commented that they finally 
realized they could ñgo away for a 
week and still be OKò.  Another said, 
ñI learned that God watches over us in 
tough times.ò   
   The Holy Spirit was our focus this 
summer and campers came to under-
stand a number of things about this 
part of the Trinity ï ñIt guides usò, ñIt 
lives in our heartò, and ñIt always fol-
lows us and is there for usò. 
   Many campers noted that the 
friends and relationships made at 
camp would be what they remem-
bered most about their experience.   
EVERYONE said they felt close to 
God at camp this summer ï most dur-
ing a personal ñWalk with Godò that 
provided some quiet time with the 
Holy Spirit.  Others indicated that their 
ñGod momentsò occurred during Bible 
study with their counselors, while we 
sang songs of praise, during a crea-
tive communion service, or on their 
hike to the falls as they were sur-
rounded by creation.   
   We can all think of child who needs 
just this kind of experience!  Consider 
inviting them to attend a week of sum-
mer camp! 


