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Burlington District United Methodist Women / North Carolina Conference 

 
OUR THEME FOR 2009-2012:  

“In God’s Mission We Are Sent Out…!” (2009)...To Create 
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      The cross is the central structure of the kite and is the center of creating  
a relationship with God through the redeeming love of Jesus. Creating means  
keeping a fresh perspective and looking with new eyes at programs, needs  

and resources. 
 

      Purpose: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship, and to expand 
concepts of mission through  participation in the global ministries of the church. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
                         PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
                          In God’s Mission We Are Sent Out…..To Create 

   Greetings, 
Hope everyone is enjoying this fall weather and the beautiful display of colors that God has  provided. 
I hope that each of you have already made plans to attend the Burlington District UMW Annual Meeting on November 

22, 2009 at First UMC in Graham.  Just a reminder that registration will begin at 1:30, with the meeting  beginning 
promptly at 2:00. We will also have Officer Training Classes beginning  after  the Annual meeting is over with a short break  
in between and this will last one hour or less. I hope to have each class set-up with only one officer  per class, this will take 
less time. Come and celebrate things that have been done in the name of our Savior. 
                                 Workshops will be offered for each of the following officers 

*  President         * Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator * Secretary of Program Resources 
*  Vice President   * Spiritual Growth Coordinator        * Communications Coordinator 
*  Secretary         * Education & Interpretation Coordinator    * Nominations 
*  Treasurer         * Social Action Coordinator        * 39 and Under 
It  is extremely important that  all of your officers are present for this meeting.  Everyone needs this training and input to 

plan a successful year. I am looking forward to seeing each one of you. We hope that Bill Gattis will be the speaker  and install 
the District Officers. 

I am so thankful for your dedication and support. You have been doing an excellent job and I thank you for helping me 
during my first year. Call or e-mail anytime you have a question. 
 

 Love in Christ   
      Joyce Collins                                                    336-213-4620                              ctj@bellsouth.net 
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         VICE PRESIDENT  
  
Please join your UMW district team 
leaders and members from the Burlington 

district for the Burlington Annual meeting on November 22 
at 2PM at First Graham UMC. We will meet at 2PM in the 
sanctuary for our annual meeting followed by training for 
new UMW local unit officers. Snacks will be served 
between the annual meeting and training. Training is 
essential for keeping our local units going strong and up to 
date on resources and information from the conference. 
Please encourage new officers to attend.  This is an 
important meeting that you won't want to miss. Until then, 
have a wonderful Fall and get out and enjoy the changing of 
the seasons that God has given to each of us.  
 God Bless you all. 
 

Susan Strum 
     919-479-8637                susan.1.strum@gsk.com 
 

 
            SECRETARY 

                                                        
   In my daily Bible time with God of late 
in  A YEAR WITH THE BIBLE devotional 

the topics have been “The Lord will provide”-August 31 
and “Wait Patiently for God”-September 1.  I’ve been in 
prayer for some time that God would provide His special 
someone to take this Secretary position in 2010.  PRAISE 
GOD, my faith has been rewarded with someone recently 
stepping up to fill this position.  Oh what joy comes to my 
heart as I think of each one stepping up to fill a position 
within each United Methodist Women’s unit, and within the 
district and conference teams.  As we grow in God’s grace 
and let Him CREATE us anew, then see what GREAT 
things we can do for God as a united body in UMW.  
THANK YOU for stepping forward to be a part of this!  
With each of us doing our part we will CREATE a complete 
and accurate 2010 Local Unit Officers Report!!   

This report is due to me by the October 1st 
deadline.  Thank you getting that report to me in a timely 
manner and for stepping up and stepping into the joy that 
comes in serving God.  CREATE yourself a goal to apply 
yourself to be more spiritually grounded in fulfilling your 
position within your UMW unit.  I want to also thank you 
for all your dedication to doing the Lord’s work, for 
working in your UMW unit and for all you do in furthering 
God’s Kingdom.   

 
 Thank you!!!!!!!!! 

Sheila B. Greeson                 sheilabg@hughes.net  
336-376-1133-home               336-380-0233-cell       

 

 
              TREASURER       
                                       
      Hello faithful ladies!   

I hope you are enjoying the cooler 
weather! God has definitely blessed us! 

When I started to think about the last quarter, all I could 
think is, “It was all a blur!”  As we started this quarter from 
the days of Spring, it got warmer and the world started 
turning faster!  We are gearing up for the fall, conference 
annual meeting, Do It Day, Local officer training and 
everything in between.  I encourage you to be part of the 
action.  Be part of the vision of UMW.  Be part of the 
future.  We are the Burlington District and there is nothing 
like it.  Be proud of it.  Believe it!  See our accomplishments 
at Conference Annual Meeting! 

Girls-the third quarter is not over, but we are already at 
79% of our pledge!  You ladies are amazing!!  I know it’s 
the work of God.  Keep up the great work!!   

It has been a pleasure to join many unit meetings this 
quarter.  All have been a blessing to me personally; I love to 
share with and get to know members.  Thank you for the 
invitations and I hope to have more in the future.   

If you need me for any reason, please do not hesitate to 
call or email me.  I hope you all have a great summer and 
look forward to seeing you at the District Annual Meeting 
and Local Officers Training!  I’ll be looking for your face to 
be smiling back at me. 
 

Susan Sharpe            
336-264-3265                 susie_uncg@hotmail.com 
 

 
 
     MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE     
            &   OUTREACH 
 
   Hey Ladies, 

I would like to thank everyone who sent in their 
membership reports on time.  When they are sent in on time 
it allows me to get my report completed in a timely manner. 
 Remember that any changes from now to the end of the 
year will need to be shown on next year’s report. 

For everyone who attended the Mother Child Retreat, I 
hope that you had a great time and will encourage others to 
attend next year. 

 
Thank you, 
Brooke Thompson 
336-437-7061                       tsnoot@hotmail.com 
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           EDUCATION AND                  
           INTERPRETATION 

      
It has been a wonderful Summer and I 

have had a great time with my grandkids. I 
have gone to softball, baseball, and  soccer games. I have 
also enjoyed time at the beach.  I hope all of you have 
enjoyed your Summer and are now ready to begin work in 
your unit for the New Year.  We all need to renew a 
steadfast spirit within us as the scripture tells us!   
     Plans are being made for three mission studies for 2010, 
one in March and two in April (which will be taught at the 
same location).  The mission studies for 2010 are SUDAN, 
NATIVE AMERICAN SURVIVAL PART II, and FOOD 
AND FAITH.  I urge each of you to start making plans to 
have a mission study in your church and to invite other 
churches to join you.  I have a list of qualified teachers and 
will be glad to send you a copy.  Remember your leader 
must be someone who has attended the study and it must be 
four hours.  The time can be broken down to suit your 
group.  That could mean all in one day or two days or four 
days. 
     I was pleased with the number of mission studies 
attended in the Burlington District this year but let’s strive 
to do even better next year! 
     Remember to support missions by purchasing Gift to 
Mission and Gift in Memory cards and Special Mission 
Recognition Pins.  I also urge you to become Seven Star 
Units and Members. 
     I am looking forward to our Conference Annual Meeting 
on October 10 and our District Annual Meeting and Officer 
Training Day on November 22.  Hope to see you there! 
     Remember, any member of the District Team is available 
to assist you if needed.  Please contact me if you have 
questions. 
 
Your friend in Christ, 
Carolyn Wood 

336-229-5297              carolynrwood@bellsouth.net 
 
 

         
               SPIRITUAL GROWTH  
 
Hi Ladies, 

Here we go into another season of our 
year.  Fall is one of my favorite times.  Yet as I look back 
Spring was with the new life returning.  Oh, and then there 
was Summer.  I love the warm weather, barefoot and kids 
out of school.  And yes there is winter with beautiful snows 
if we are lucky and great soups on brisk days.  Oh well, I 
guess they are all my favorites.  But… fall is here and we 
will gradually be changing from no shoes to socks and 
shoes. 

One fall day when there was a cold, windy rain and the 

leaves were falling; my young grandson said, “Nana, God 
made a mistake, why does He make the trees get naked just 
when it is getting cold?”  Although this does make good 
sense to us we must be looking at it differently from God’s 
wisdom and purpose for creation.  It’s at these times when 
common sense seems to argue with God that I love to run to 
God’s word and allow His Holy Spirit to give me revelation 
of God’s mind.  It is futile to argue with God but it is 
amazing what we discover when He reveals His truths.  
Besides we are to be people who live by faith in God to 
cause His word to do what He has sent it to accomplish.  
Let’s use some of the cool days to curl up by the fire and 
read a good book… the best book…  The Word of God 
which is not only words but the power behind them will 
give life beyond belief.  I would love to hear from you as to 
how God’s Word and the power of that Word are working 
in your life. 
 Remember man’s word and ways create that which 
“comes to pass”.  God’s word creates that which is eternal.  
Praise be to God. 
�
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Karen Yeatts                                
336-559-9634 

 
                                                        

    

               SOCIAL ACTION  
 
 

I have attempted to write my article a 
couple of times, but have had trouble finding what to say.  
As I made the drive to drop the boys off at their schools, 
talking with them and looking around, I remembered 
something from an “Earth Day and the Environment” 
listing.  Part of the Green Guidance  went into what can we 
can do?    
·  Practice garbage prevention 
·  Recycle and buy recycled 
· Maintain zero tolerance for producing toxins-avoid           
    products bleached with chlorine, such as paper 
·  Avoid plastics: disposable, decorative, plastic wrapped 
·  Conserve energy 
·   Produce and consume locally grown food  (family farms  
    or farmer's markets) 

Riding with the kids made me feel the importance of 
these things, let's save the environment for the next 
generation—we want them to breathe the air that we have 
breathed. 

Get involved with the Reading Program, attend 
conferences, learn all you can, do all you can for all you can. 
 God blesses us in so many ways, let's protect what he has 
given us. 

Dorothy Roberts     
 919-732-7748                    alexzander21@hughes.net  
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         NOMINATIONS  
 
            
     Praises be to God for answering our 
prayers and you for answering the call to 

serve.  
Since our last newsletter, the nominating committee has 

filled 3 vacant positions on the District Team and is very 
close to filling the last remaining open position.  

If you would consider serving on the District Team at 
some point, please take the time to fill out a “Talent Bank 
Form”. They can be found on the district’s UMW website or 
any member of the district nominating committee would be 
happy to mail one to you.  

Please note: A completed form does not mean that you 
will be chosen for the district team at this time. Having 
several of the completed forms on file will give the 
nominating committee a larger group from which to draw  in 
trying to fill the offices of the district team in the future. 
Once we have names, the nominating committee prayerfully 
considers who to ask for specific jobs on the team.  
     Please be in prayer for your response to God’s call to 
serve on the District Team. If you or  if you know someone 
that would be an asset to the team, please make sure they 
receive a form or let a member of the nominating committee 
know. 
     God Bless You, 

Myra Austin 
919-732-4754                 myrasaustin@hotmail.com 
 
 

     
      PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 

                                                          
    My how the summer flew by-here is it 

fall! It’s hard to believe the year is coming to a close. You’ll 
be able to purchase the new Reading Program books for 
2010 at the District Annual Meeting/Officer’s Training Day 
on November 22, 2009, at First Graham UMC. The Prayer 
Calendars and Program Books for 2010 will also be 
available! 

We had a great increase in readers this year, including 
the children! Thanks to all who sent their reports  to me.  

As always, you can call 1-800-305-9857 or go to the 
website www.missionresourcecenter.org  to order books 
or resources. Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions.  

I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting! 
 
Karen Oakley        
(336) 228-7677        brucekaren@bellsouth.net     
  

    
 

          39 and UNDER 
 
Hey everyone! 

I hope you ladies have enjoyed your 
summer and are looking forward to the fall.  39 and Under 
is going to be exciting this year so don’t miss out on all 
the fun and fellowship.  2010 is quickly approaching so go 
ahead and put the following two dates on your calendar.  
The Conference 39 and Under event is scheduled for the 
last weekend in February (26-27) at  St. Luke UMC in 
Sanford.  Since it is so close this year, I know I can count 
on you all to be there and bring home the attendance banner 
again � .  More info will follow soon. District 39 and 
Under is tentatively scheduled for Friday, April 30, time 
and place TBA.  I already have a couple of neat activities in 
mind.  Once again, I’ll be sending everything through 
email next year so please be looking for my email 
address in your inbox. 

If your church would like to start a 39 and Under circle 
and need a presentation made, please  
don’t hesitate to contact me.  It is important that we get our 
young people involved and show them what we are all 
about.  God bless and hope to see all your smiling faces 
soon. 
     With love and prayer, 

Jordan Morris 
336-213-1052                    jmorris@uwalamance.org 

 
 
        

COMMUNICATIONS  
              
Hi everyone, 

I hope that you are enjoying our 
quarterly  newsletter   and please pass on information in this 
issue to each member   of your unit.  This newsletter will be 
posted on the district website at http://www.gbgm-
umc.org/burlingtondistumw/ and it will still be mailed to 
presidents, circle leaders and secretaries who do not have 
email. If you do have access    to email, please let me know 
so I can add you to our email address book.  

 Please contact Susan Sharpe or me if your unit is having 
an event that you would like us to post on the website. 
Remember you can see present and past district event 
pictures at:  http://burlingtondistrictumw.shutterfly.com  
Please check it out. There is also a link to shutterfly on our 
district website. 
 

Betty Isaacs 
336-376-6530                   bettyisaacs@aol.com 
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SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

DISTRICT DAY APART 
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2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 
 
October 
10      Conference UMW Annual Meeting – 

Methodist University, Fayetteville 
 
November 
6            World Community Day 
22       District Annual Meeting and Local Officer     

Training;  2:00 pm, First Graham 
 
 
 

 
 
December 
1  4th Qtr Pledge and reports due    
 

Merry Christmas 
�

 MAY, 2010     NATIONAL ASSEMBLEY,      
                             ST. LOUIS, MISSOUI 
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    Burlington District UMW  
    Communication Coordinator 
    5287 Lindley Mill Rd 
    Graham, NC 27253-9768 
 


