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                                       Pastor’s PenPastor’s PenPastor’s PenPastor’s Pen    

LIVING OUR MISSION 
 
I write today in gratitude.  I thank God for his calling on my life and for bringing me here in 
ministry with you.   I am also grateful to all of you for the ways you have pitched in with your  
Salty Service over the past weeks. 
 
People have given of their service to the church: painting, cleaning, and refurbishing the chil-
dren’s class-rooms; cleaning and organizing the kitchen; cleaning and painting room 3; pull-
ing weeds, trimming trees, planting flowers, pruning, and spreading mulch around the church 
landscaping; building a sound stage in the sanctuary; and painting doors and trim outside the 
church.  Someone said, “Volunteering is catching,” and it seemed they were correct.  It has 
been incredible to watch the way people have come forward to serve, as a church. 
 
People also serve in many ways in the community: At the Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, 
the Senior Citizens Center, Blood Bank, Fisherman’s Hospital, Disabled Veterans, American 
Legion, Women’s clubs and Sororities, Key West High School, and Property Owner's Asso-
ciations.  In these ways, as well as sharing our facilities with the groups that meet here, the 
church also serves the community. 
 
Such Salty Service within and outside the church makes the church feel alive and vibrant!  A 
church is a living body.  Like any living thing it must be always growing and changing, living 
and interacting with its environment, or it will be withering and dying.  We seek to be a living 
body! 
 
Our mission here at Big Pine United Methodist Church is to BE the vibrant, active, liv-
ing Body of Christ making disciples and transforming lives in the Lower Keys. 
 
Our vision is to live out that mission by being an active, thriving, living church where: 

• Disciples are built with intention - children, youth,                                                

and adults are discipled in the faith 

• People feel the presence of God in passionate worship 

• Disciples express the love of God in salty service - everyone participates in ser-

vice, using their God-given gifts within and outside the church 

• People feel the warm welcome of a loving community regardless of race, ethnic 

background, or economic status. 
 

God has plans for us,  “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) I see 
many signs of hope, and of promise, at Big Pine UMC today, and I am grateful.  I be-
lieve we will come together as a living body.  We will make disciples and change lives 
as we live out our mission. 

 
 
 
 
Rev. Joyce 
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October Scripture October Scripture October Scripture October Scripture     
 Readings Readings Readings Readings    

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Week of     
 
 
09/06 
 
9/013 
 
9/20 
 
9/27 

Sunday  
Worship 
 
54 
 
61 
 
58 
 
50 

Sunday 
School 
 
10 
 
11 
 
8 
 
4                              

Tuesday 
Bible Study 
 
07 
 
N/A          
                   
6 
 
6 
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AUDIT 
The church is attempting to update the membership register.  
We are in need of your help.  If you know anyone on the list 
 below, and have a telephone number or address, please notify  
Toni and give her the information. Your help is greatly appreci-
ated. 

 Agee, Jeff Destefano, Barbara Glace, Lillie Mae 

Alver, Carol Destefano, Dusty Greenwell, Kristina 

Alver, Robert Devitt, Jody Leah Pruitt Greenwell, Lee 

Bailey, Leon Devitt, Ryan Shane Greenwell, William 

Bates, Jack Dobbs, Debbie Gunderson, Marci 

Bates, Janet Dobbs, Tom Hazelton, Ethel 

Bell, Becky O'Neal Draper, Loise May Heard, Cindy 

Bennis, Elizabeth Dupree, Christy Hern, Leslie 

Bertram, Monica Dyle, Diane Herring, Dallas 

Brock, Gretchen Faust, Sherry Herring, Sherry 

Brouwer, Conrad Fecher, Melanie Hibbert, Virginia 

Brouwer, Jeanette Flemming, Marion Hill, Candance 

Buckmiller, David Franklin, Donita Hill, Louise 

Cobbitt, Bob Fulkerson, Cheryl Hill, Robert 

Coker, Ray Fulkerson, Dayna Hilliard, Leila 

Connelly, Kathleen Fulkerson, Orville Hincks, Nancy 

Conners, John Garcia, Donna Hurd, Jared 

Conners, Pam Garrett, Nellie Ives, Lynn S 

Croft, Keri Germain, Carolyn Kemp, Dewayne 

Dell, Ron Germain, Scarlett Kinzel, Martha 

Koonz, Beth McMahon, Robbie Olcott, David 

Kowalik, Ann McMahon, Thomas Olcott, Kay 

Kowalik, Edward Meares, Margaret  Overway, Betty 

Kowalik, Elyse Meares, William Parrott, Mathew 

Krahenbuhl, Betty Meredith, Tom Phillips, Carolyn 

Kyle, Bill Michanowicz, Dorcy Phillips, Connie 

Lamb, Esther Miley, Robert Phillips, David 

Leggett, Angela Miley, Sarah Phillips, Janice 

Line, Albert Mills, Carolyn Phillips, Joe 

Line, Elsie Mills. Wallace Phillips, Joseph 

Liones, Vera Mossberg, Ruth Plotner, Bill 
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Makepeace, Neblett, Chris Plotner, Bonnie 

Markey, Ariel Marid Neblett, Michael Poller, Ronald 

Marrs, Jaime Neblett, Mike Poole, Linda White 

Marsh, Bryan Neblett, Polly Poole, Owen 

Marsh, Kathryn Neuman, Anna Price, Carol 

Marshall, Lennie Neuman, Don Price, Dawn 

May, Carol Nichols, Bertha Lee Rickenbacher, 

Maynard, Val Nida, Charles R. Riepe, Scott 

McMahon, Mary Nida, Marlene C. Roque, Rudy 

 Smith, Susan Roque White, Sandra C 

Sanders, Aundria Steen, Lillie Williams, Eva 

Satz, Marsha Stock, Judy Williams, Fred 

Satz, Whitman Stoddard, Tom Williams, Terry 

Schoneck, Mildred Stoner, Ray Zeigler, Paula 

Scurlock, Cynthia Stratford, Holly Zuer, G 

Seeley, Kaye Strock, Richard Zuer, Karen 

Shackelford, Walter Suarez, Amanda Lynn Zuer, Louis 

Shafer, Susan Sutton, William Walter Zuer, Margaret 

Shelmire, Clarence Swaney, Jessica  

Shelmire, Julie Talley, Ruth  

Shelmire, Ray Thomas, Bill  

Shields, Derrick Thomas, Diane  

Siemon, Elsie Thomas, Terry  

Siemon, Jesse Treffrey, Sally  

Siemon, Olivia Vargas, Debra  

Sikking, John Allen Vargas, Roger  

Sipos, Paul Walker, Mary Etta  

Smith, Greg Whissen, Judy  

Smith, Phyllis M. Whissen, Van  
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October 2009 
Office   9-1 pm  Mon-Fri 
Pantry  
Noon - 1 pm  Mon– Fri 
Room  # 10 

      

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1. 

Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 

 

Weight Watchers 

5 PM  Room 6 

2. 3. 

4.            World 

Communion 

Choir Practice 9 am 

Worship 10:00  am 

Fellowship 11:00 am 

        

5. 

Bridge Club 9 

AM 

 Music Room 

6.  

  Bible Study: 

Mark 

9:30 AM 

   

Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 

7. 8. 

Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 

 

Weight Watchers 

5  PM  Room 6 

9. 10. 

11. 

Choir Practice 9 am 

Worship 10:00  am 

Fellowship 11:00 am 

12. 

Bridge Club 9 

AM 

 Music Room 

   13.  

  Bible Study : 

Mark 

9:30 AM  

    

        Sr. Exercise 

10:30 AM 

 

14. 

Study:  

“ If you want to 

walk on water, you 

have to get out of 

the boat” 

6:30 PM 

Room #3 

15.  

Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 

 

Weight Watchers 

5 PM  Room 6 

16.    

 

17. 

 

18. 

Choir Practice 9 am 

Worship  10:00  am 

Fellowship 11:00 am 

 

19. 
Bridge Club 9 

AM 

Music Room 
 
 
Trustee Meeting 
Office 6:30 PM 

20. 

   Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 
 

21. 

Study:  

“ If you want to 

walk on water, you 

have to get out of 

the boat” 

6:30 PM 

Room #3 

22.  
          Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 

 

Weight Watchers 

5 PM  Room 6 
 
 

 

23.    

        
24.     

 

 
25.    Choir Practice 9 
am   
Worship 10:00  am 
Fellowship 11:00 am 
 

 

 

 

      

26.  
Bridge Club 

 9 AM 
 

Music Room 
Administrative                                                                    

Council Meeting 

   6:30 pm  

Fellowship Hall 
 

    
 
 

 27. 

    Bible Study: 

Mark 

9:30 AM 

 

   Sr. Exercise 

10:30 AM 
   

28.  

   Study:  

“ If you want to 

walk on water, you 

have to get out of 

the boat” 

6:30 PM 

Room #3 

29. 

Sr. Exercise 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 

 

Weight Watchers 

5 PM  Room 6 

30. 31. 
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FROM THE PASTOR,  
FINANCES FOR 

 SEPTEMBER 
 

One of my goals as your pastor is to keep you up to date and in-
formed about our financial status as a church.  I believe that you can 
make better decisions if you have full information! 
September started off very well, with an offering on Sept 6 of $4,087.  
However, subsequent weeks declined: $1,673 on the 13th, $1,346 on 
the 20th , and $1027 on the 27th.  Our total giving, including desig-
nated funds and rental incomes, was $8,133.  Of that amount, $1,080 
was designated by the donors to specific funds and cannot be used 
against our expenses.  Our September expenses totaled $10,438. 
A word of explanation about the different funds in the church.  Our 
General Fund pays our expenses, is what keeps the doors open and 
pays for the cost of doing ministry.  The money you put in the offer-
ing plate, unless you specify otherwise, is what funds the General 
Fund.  Other than what we bring in from rentals, we have no other 
sources of income.  The Capitol Improvement Fund is a special fund 
used for major renovations, like the new roof.  We have spent a con-
siderable amount out of our Capital Improvement Fund this year, but 
are seeing benefits in the cost of utilities (our utility bill for August of 
2009 was $471 less than August of 2008), as well as in the welcom-
ing appearance of the church and the long-term maintenance of the 
facilities.  Other designated funds include money given specifically 
for the Food Pantry, the Children’s Home, the Benevolent Fund, the 
Adult Choir, and Memorials, among others.  Such designated funds 
can only be spent for the purpose designated (by you, when you 
make your donations).  They cannot be spent on, say, the power bill 
or other expenses. 
As I mentioned last month, our income is normally lower in the sum-
mer months, but this past winter we did not have a large enough in-
come to make up for continued low months.  We are presently $20,
ooo below our budgeted giving amount for the year 2009.  It is not so 
much my goal to make up that difference as it is to simply meet our 
expenses and make up for spending in excess of income over these 
summer months.  It is my hope that we will step forward, as a 
church, and as community, to increase our giving to the General 
Fund.  As good stewards of all that God has given us, and as good 
stewards of our church, we want to keep ministry functioning.  We 
want to continue fulfilling our mission here at Big Pine United Meth-
odist Church!  
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Big Pine United Methodist 
Church Events 

 
W e d n e s d a y  E v e n i n g 
Study: 
You’re One Step Away from 
the Adventure of Your Life--- 
 
Deep within you lies the same 
faith and longing that sent Pe-
ter walking across the wind-
swept Sea of Galilee toward Je-
sus. 
 
In what ways is the Lord tell-
ing you, as he did Peter, 
“Come”? 
 
The choice is yours to know 
him as only a water-walker 
can, aligning your self with 
God’s purpose for your life in 
the process.  There’s just one 
requirement: 
 
If You Want to Walk on 
Water, You’ve Got to Get 
Out of the Boat. 
 
Join us as we learn what it 
means to get out of the boat, 
and how we can find the cour-
age and strength to do just 
that !  This study is based on 
scripture and on the book of 
the same name by John Ort-
berg.  Pastor Joyce will lead 
the discussions. 
 
Wednesdays, 6:30, in 
Room 3, beginning Octo-
ber 14th. 

 

 New Member Class 
 

        Have you considered 
membership at Big Pine 
UMC?  Please join us af-
ter worship on Sunday, 
October 11.  We will meet 
at a table near the back 
of Fellowship Hall; you 
can have a snack and cof-
fee while we talk about 
Methodist beliefs, and 
how you can be a part of 
things at Big Pine!  I look 
forward to seeing you! 
 

Bar-B-Q-Chicken  
Dinner 

 
Mark your Calendar!  On 
Friday evening, Novem-
ber 6, we will get to-
gether for a great time.  
We will eat some bar-b-q 
chicken (maybe some hot 
dogs for the kids who 
don’t like bar-b-q) and 
some homemade sides  
and goodies and have 
great fun and fellowship, 
as we come together 
again in community!  We 
hope to see some of our 
winter folks beginning to 
return by then, and to 
greet old friends and new 
acquaintances in a time 
of refreshment and reju-
venation as a church 
community!! You won’t 
want to miss this! 
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Wishing All  
  A Very  

Happy Birthday 
 

Our family here at BPUMC cele-

brate those with birthday’s in  October. 

Rose Carroll 10/3; Millie Schoneck 10/03; 

Jim Moore 10/5; Elmer Senft 10/6; Carolyn 

Campbell 10/11; Sharon Renk 10/12; Anna 

Brown 10/13; Dee McKenna 10/14; Brooke 

Discher 10/14; Cindy Hopkins 10/14; 

Grace Squire 10/16; Dot Waddy 10/17; 

Fran Risher 10/17; Keila Martin 10/18; 

Martha Smith 10/20; Don Bischoff 10/20; 

Deborah Snedeker 10/23; Pat Olsen 10/24; 

Marjorie Rae Passika 10/28; Evelyn Der-

reth 10/29; Maxine Boyd 10/30; Ann Day 

10/30; Kenneth Price 10/31. 

If anyone was overlooked we apologize.  

If you contact Toni, in the office, she can 
obtain the information to ensure you are not 

omitted in the future.  

 Happy Birthday to All. 
 

Prayer List 
 

Military Prayer List 

Corporal Bryant, Lt. Col. Brad Close, 

Capt. David Darsey, Erick Patterson, 

Mike Sammis, Josh Yetter, Michael 

Yetter, Ronnie, Tony, Brian Taitt, Joh-

nathan Ishee, Jamie Fretwell, Capt, 

Sharon Henry, Col. David Close, 

Philip Moore. 
 
Prayer List 

Christine Robinson, Josephine Rubino, 

Christopher Hill, Chuck Hart, Dick 

Vaughn, Hildrade Day, Mary Lowe, 

Mary Anne Antonelli, Don Jacob, 

Charles,  Jim Moore, Bernie Kamin-

sky, Joe Kemp, Malia Waldheim, 

Linda Casey, Kim Clemons, Herb 

Welsch, Gray Phipps, Johnnie & Doris 

Pry, Margarite, Kathleen Bordon, 

Terry Miller, Jayne Bigelow, Amber, 

Amanda Jo Koats, Denise McPhillips, 

Harry Davis, Grace Willis, Frannie, 

Little John Family, Keith, Bernie 

 

From 

CHURCH SIGNS 

 Beware, lest your foot      
prints on the sands of time 

leave only the marks of a 
heel. 

   
Florida  United 

        Methodist  
          Children’s Home 

 
The Florida United Meth-
odist Children’s Home re-
cently celebrated 100 years 
of service to the children of 
Florida. 
The beautiful 100-acre En-
terprise campus is located 
on Lake Monroe, 30 miles 
north of Orlando. With the 
Enterprise campus as a fo-
cal point of activity, the 
Home assists children liv-
ing in other facilities, in in-
dependent living and those 
in vocational programs and 
institutions  of higher 
learning. Thank you for 
your prayers and gifts. 
We take a special offering 
for the Children’s Home 
whenever there is a fifth 
Sunday.  Our donation to 
the home in August was 
$225. 
We received a thank you 
from the United Methodist 
Children’s Home for your 
generous donations at the 
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 end of August.  Their note says 
that our giving has made a signifi-
cant difference in the lives of the 
children who come to the Chil-
dren’s Home.  They say, “Thank 
you for helping to change the lives 
and transform the hearts of young 
boys  and girls, and God bless you 
for having such a caring spirit!”  
For those that would like to read 
the letter, it is posted on the bulle-
tin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
 

How Your Church 
Works 
 

I plan to make this a regular column 
in our Newsletter. This note is an 
introduction - I will fill in more de-
tail in future columns. 
Big Pine United Methodist Church 
is a part of the Florida Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. As 
a part of this connection, we are not 
isolated, but in community with 
other United Methodist churches all 
around Florida. The Florida Confer-
ence meets, in conference, each 
year. Decisions about the Confer-
ence are made at Annual Confer-
ence.  We elect a Lay Representative 
to Annual Conference from our 
church each year.  That Lay Repre-
sentative and our Lay Leader repre-
sent our church at Annual Confer-
ence along with the pastor. 
The Florida Conference is a 
part of the General Conference 
of the United Methodist 
Church.  The General Confer-
ence meets every four years.  
Representatives to the General 
Conference are elected from 

the annual Conferences.  Deci-
sions for the church as a whole 
are made at General Confer-
ence and published in the Book 
of Discipline.  In our local 
church, we have a Church 
Council which is our governing 
body, along with the following 
committees:  Nominations/Lay 
Leadership, Trustees, Finance, 
Pastor-Parish Relations, Wor-
ship, Education, and Disaster 
Response.  Officers and com-
mittee members for the coming 
year are nominated by the 
Nominations/Lay Leadership 
Committee.  That committee is 
meeting now, and generally 
only meets in the late summer 
into fall, to prepare a slate of 
committees and officers.  If you 
have ideas or would like to sug-
gest people for nomination, I 
am sure the committee would 
like to hear your suggestions. 
The Nominations/Lay Leader-
ship Committee is chaired by 
the pastor, so you can forward 
your suggestions to me, at the 
church email, in a note, or with 
a phone call.  The slate devel-
oped by that committee will be 
presented at our Charge Con-
ference on November 18.  We 
will meet at Key West United 
Methodist Church at 7 PM on 
that date.  At that time, the 
slate they have prepared is 
voted on by members of the 
Church Council in attendance 
at the Charge Conference. All 
church members are welcome 
to attend Charge Conference, 
and I would encourage you to 
do so.  


