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Upcoming at Bethel 

Wednesday, February 1 

Invitation to Pray, SAN         9:30-4:00 

Grace Group, CVC       6:15 

Cub Scouts, Hut          6:30 

Choir, CR        7:30 

Thursday, February 2 

UMW Unit Meeting, PAB    12:00 

Friday, February 3 

Friday Night Movies                7:00 & 9:00 

Saturday , February 4 

Native American Rep. Training, PAB   8:00 

Sunday, February 5 

Evangelism Committee, CVC     9:15 

Sunday School & Worship Service    9:45 & 11:00 

New Members Reception, SAN  11:00 

Handbells, CR       4:15 

Sr. UMYF, PAB             5:00 

Monday, February 6 

BUMS, CR       1:30 

Boy Scouts, Hut          7:00 

Tuesday, February 7 

NCD Health Team, CR     6:00 

Wednesday, February 8 

Invitation to Pray, SAN         9:30-4:00 

Grace Group, CVC       6:15 

Cub Scouts, Hut         6:30 

Choir, CR       7:30 

Friday, February 10 

Friday Night Movies                7:00 & 9:00 

Sunday, February 12  

UMM Breakfast, PAB                8:15 

Sunday School & Worship Service    9:45 & 11:00 

Children’s Winter Blast, PAB    2:00 

Handbells, CR       4:15 

Sr. UMYF, PAB      5:00 

Monday, February 13 

Lina Ott Circle, Other      2:30 

Trustees, CR       6:00 

Boy Scouts, Hut          7:00 

Tuesday, February 14 

Belle Dent Circle, CR    10:00 

Ed. & Family Ministries Cmt., CR    6:00 

Wednesday, February 15 

Invitation to Pray, SAN                   9:30-4:00 

Stewardship Committee, CR     6:00 

Grace Group, CVC      6:15 

Cub Scouts, Hut         6:30 

Choir, CR       7:30 

Thursday, February 16 

Kitchen Committee, PAB                2:30 

Friday, February 10 

Emmaus Training, EB & PAB    5:00 

Friday Night Movies                7:00 & 9:00 

 

CR—Conference Room           EB—Education Building  PAB—Pool Activities Building 
CVC– Christian Voyagers Class    PS—Pastor’s Study  BPL –Back Parking Lot 

Bethel United  
Methodist Church 

 
Sharing the Good 

News in Forest 
Acres since 1935 

Bethel United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement 
Bethel United Methodist Church seeks to welcome God's people into a supportive extended family.   

As a community we strive for faith, witness, and stewardship to uplift the Love, Acceptance,  
Hope and Grace of God's Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Teacher. 

Lifestyle University 
Classes will begin in March (rather than in February). 

To register, or for more information, call the Capital Senior Center at 803-779-1971.   

February 2012 Edition 

 

THE MESSENGER 

Where Is  Our Focus? (10 Gut Check Ideas!) 
 
If I focus on my abilities, I will always feel overwhelmed and inadequate...i I focus on WHO God is and WHAT 
He has done, I will feel confident and secure. 
 
If I focus on what others say about me, I will feel either pride or pain...if I focus on what God says about me, I 
will feel appreciative and thankful. 
 
If I focus on what the world says, I will always change my mind to agree with culture...if I focus on what God 
says, I can live a life based on conviction rather than convenience. 
 
If I focus on what the world says about money, I will most likely be broke...if I focus on what God says about 
money, I will be blessed. 
 
If I focus on what the world says about relationships, then that part of my life will be marked with pain, frustra-
tion and regret...if I focus on what God says about relationships, then that part of my life will be marked with 
joy, life and victory. 
 
If I focus on what the world says is valuable, I will waste my life in pursuit of meaningless things...if I focus on 
what God says is valuable, I will invest my life in things that matter for eternity. 
 
If I focus on what the world says about the church, I will see it as either useless OR something I can use...if I 
focus on what God says about the church, I will honor His bride and treat her with honor and respect. 

 
If I focus on what the world says about problems, I will be in a constant state of worry and stress...if I fo-
cus on what God says about problems, I will see they are nothing more than opportunities to know and 
see Him for how great He is. 
 
If I focus on my past, I will live in defeat...if I focus on my potential in Christ, I will live in victory. 
 
If I focus on this life, I will have zero urgency to share the Gospel...if I focus on the fact that eternity is re-
ality for every person on the planet, I will do all that I can to share the Gospel with those I claim that I 
love and care for. 
 



We Will Be Loyal to the United Methodist Church and Uphold It By Our Prayers 

Home:  Jennie Peele, Margaret Campbell, Betty Hulsey, Lois Burkhalter, Harvey Dowdey, Joshua Appleman,  

Dixie Funderburk, Tom Murray, Peter Haller, Vicki Hill, Margaret Alley, Terry Booker, Bill & Betty Onley, Phil-

lip Meek, Betty Hulsey.  

Hospitalized:   
Rehabilitation/Assisted Living/Retirement: Lawrence and Virginia Loveless (Presbyterian Communities, Lexington 
SC); Charles & Gladys Blackmon (Chandler Place, Rock Hill); Mildred Turse (Atria Forest Lake, #11); Betty Shuler 
(Morningside of Lexington); Lillian Collins (mother of Janis Lawther—NHC Parklane, #327); Arthur Taylor (Bomar 
Special Care Center, Still Hopes); Delbert Goforth (Horizon Bay, Clearwater FL); Nelle Dyar (Wildewood Downs, #115
-B); Katherine Dent (Lowman Home); Elizabeth Christopher (Methodist Home, Orangeburg); Billie Turner (Agape 
Sr. - Kathwood, #214); Bill Onley (NHC, Parklane). 

Missionaries and Ministries Beyond Bethel:  William Loveless (Russia United Methodist, Columbia District);  

Shirley Townsend Jones (Bennettsville-Cheraw Cooperative Ministry-United Methodist, Columbia District);  Monty 
Taylor (son of Bethel) and family (Budapest, Hungary-Entrust);  Jim Hynds (son of Bethel) and family (Czech Repub-
lic-Campus Crusade for Christ); Robert Dyar (son of Bethel, Charlotte, NC-President of Carolina Sports Christian Out-
reach). 
In Need of Prayer?  Simply use the Prayer Request Card found in your pew. You may place it in a Prayer Request box 
(located in the narthex and in the office hallway) or fold it and place it in the offering plate.  Alternatively, you may call 
Iva Dell Griffin at 782-5032. 

Presence January  22, 2012  Worship 147  Sunday School 89  

              January  29, 2012  Worship 131  Sunday School No Sunday School 

Gifts  

Total 2011 Church Budget  354,227.43 Income (YTD)        36,846.71   
Needed Weekly       6,812.07 Expenses (YTD)        19,952.83  
Received January 29th     5,265.69 Difference                16,893.88  
Needed to Date    34,060.35 
Total Received to Date     2,786.36  

DID YOU KNOW...   

"For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out.  And having 
food and raiment, let us be therefore content." 

The UMM Upper Room Prayer Line still needs a new coordinator and new volunteers to 
help with this important ministry. If you are interested in being the new Coordinator or would 
like to volunteer, please contact Claude Murphy at 331-0065.   

Folks prayed for on 01/07/2012:  Neslon, OH; Dick, CA; Georgie, KY; Carol, MA; Rebecca, NY; 
Verna, KY; Carol, MA; Richard, TN; Stephanie, ?; Elizabeth, AZ; Ray, RI; Gerry, CA; Sue, MI; 
Joyce, NC; Peg, PA; Carol, OH. 

 

DRIVE THROUGH DRAMA:  Rehoboth UMC on Two Notch Rd. will host an Easter Drive Thru Drama scheduled for 

Friday and Saturday, March 30 & 31.  Bethel will participate along with Windsor UMC. We will need volunteer "actors" 

for the drama on both nights - more info to come on this. Rehoboth is going to construct all new scenery for this event and 

is looking for folks who are willing to help build (hammer and nails kind of stuff starting in mid-February) the scen-

ery.  They are also looking for folks who are artistic, and can draw and paint scenery. If you are interested in helping with 

this project and ministry, please let me know.  I will contact you when I have more details and our help is needed.  Thanks 

and may God bless you! Todd 

Office Hours 

Open-door office hours:     Monday  11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

          Tuesday - Friday    9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Publication Submission Deadlines:   

The Bulletin deadline is 9:00 am on the preceding WEDNESDAY.  

The Messenger deadline is 9:00 am on the 25th of each month.  

Confirmation Schedule 



NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS INFORMATION 
 
Kimberly Wilson, Coordinator, 782-9790; February 18th at 9:00 am, Chick-Fil-A on Decker. 
Iva Dell Griffin, Coordinator, 782-5032; February 26th at 6 pm, at Cheryl Johnson’s home (111 Thick-
et Lane). 
Bill Hulbert, Coordinator, 787-2077; February 26th at 7 pm, at Velma Neeley’s home (3313 Foxhall 
Rd.). 
    

 
 

“Grace Groups”  - Mission: “Grace Groups” at Bethel UMC will exist for personal spiritual transformation and 

for making Disciples of Jesus Christ. All members of the church are invited to participate in a Grace Group (as 

often as they like).   

  

The Winter Grace Group is being led by Brenda Harper and Debbie Carter on Wednesday evenings from 6:15-

7:15 pm through April 29, 2012 in the Christian Voyagers classroom (in the Education Building). If you are inter-

ested in participating, please contact Brenda (787-3187) or Debbie (782-0611).   

February 5, 2012 — 5th Sunday after the Epiphany  Holy Communion   
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:21-31      Sermon:  “Wait On The Lord”  Pastor:  Rev. Todd Davis 

Music Director:  Judy Nicholson   Organist:  Sylvia Hulbert 
 
Church Nursery Monitor* w/ Verta:  Doris Wright 
Greeters:  Candice Dawson, Verlon Stone, Kimberly Wilson   Acolyte:  Sawyer Davis 
Communion Preparers; Communion Server:  Bill & Anne Hynds, Walt Speas Crucifer:  Brian Burger 
Pray-er: NA       Children’s Moment:  NA  
Children’s Church Volunteer:  Cara Davis   Children’s Church Monitor*:  Becky Lucas 
Ushers:  Ron Jordan, Furman Porter, Jim Wilson  Head Usher:  Tom Elliott 
Offering Counters:  Linda Stewart, Charles Veach   Sanctuary Preparers:  Verlon Stone, Charles Veach 

*Indicates Safe Sanctuary monitors. 

February 12, 2012 — 6th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Scripture:  John 14: 15-17, 25-26 & Acts 1:8, 2:1-4      Sermon:  “Our Present-Day Immanuel” Pastor:  Rev. Todd Davis 

Music Director:  Judy Nicholson   Organist:  Sylvia Hulbert 
 
Church Nursery Monitor* w/ Verta:  Cora Jiles 
Greeters:  Carolyn Bowers, Linda Howell, Beth Welch Acolyte:  Wilhelm Elliott  
Communion Preparers; Communion Server:  N/A  Crucifer:  N/A  
Pray-er: Bob Wayson      Children’s Moment:  Brenda Harper  
Children’s Church Volunteer:  Lynn Estes   Children’s Church Monitor*:  Kelly Farmer 
Ushers:  Dave Barns, Mike & Kathy Ward, Chuck Ward Head Usher:  Tom Elliott 
Offering Counters:  Sid George, Frank Hafner   Sanctuary Preparers:  Verlon Stone, Charles Veach 

*Indicates Safe Sanctuary monitors. 

February 26, 2012 — 1st Sunday in Lent 
Scripture:  I Peter 3:18-22      Sermon:  “Undeserved Suffering”  Pastor:  Rev. Todd Davis 

Music Director:  Judy Nicholson   Organist:  Sylvia Hulbert 
 
Church Nursery Monitor* w/ Verta:  Sybil Staples 
Greeters:  Sarah & Jack Bonniville, Adelyn Price  Acolyte:  Mary Sydney George 
Communion Preparers; Communion Server:  N/A  Crucifer:  N/A 
Pray-er: Morgan Ward      Children’s Moment:  Marian Scullion   
Children’s Church Volunteer:  Carol Burger   Children’s Church Monitor*:  Kristen Burnett 
Ushers:  TBA       Head Usher:  Tom Elliott 
Offering Counters:  TBA      Sanctuary Preparers:  Verlon Stone, Charles Veach   

*Indicates Safe Sanctuary monitors. 

February 19, 2012 — Last Sunday after the Epiphany  Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday 
Scripture:  Mark 9:2-9      Sermon:  “Listen To Him!”  Pastor:  Rev. Todd Davis 

Music Director:  Judy Nicholson   Organist:  Sylvia Hulbert 
 
Church Nursery Monitor* w/ Verta:  Lois McNair 
Greeters:  Anne & John Mathis, Lois Richburg  Acolyte:  Allen Farmer 
Communion Preparers; Communion Server:  N/A  Crucifer:  N/A 
Pray-er: Abbie Bowman     Children’s Moment:  Morgan Ward   
Children’s Church Volunteer:  Joanna Giudice   Children’s Church Monitor*:  Carolyn Bowers 
Ushers:  TBA       Head Usher:  Tom Elliott 
Offering Counters:  Mike Hellams, Lisa Wood    Sanctuary Preparers:  Verlon Stone, Charles Veach 

*Indicates Safe Sanctuary monitors. 

February 22, 2012 — Ash Wednesday 
Scripture:  2 Chronicles 7:11-14      Sermon:  “True Repentance”  Pastor:  Rev. Todd Davis 



Marian Scullion Receives Teaching Award 
Our own Marian Scullion from Forest Lake Elementary Technology Magnet School is the Magnet Schools of 
America Region 11 Teacher of the Year.  Region 11 consists of North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and 
Kentucky.  Marian will now compete with the other 10 Regions in the country for the Magnet Schools of 
America National Teacher of the Year. She will be recognized for her accomplishment at the Magnet Schools 
of America's National Conference in Dallas, TX this coming May. This is certainly a very well deserved hon-
or. Congratulations, Marian! 

SPECIAL PRAY-ERS:  A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for you to sign up as one of our special pray

-ers for Sunday services in April, May and June.  PLEASE sign up NOW to reserve your special Sun-

day.                  Thank you,  Bob Wayson, coordinator 

In honor of  Presidents’ Day… 

“A thorough knowledge of  the Bible is worth more than a college education.”  

– Theodore Roosevelt 

FEBRUARY Birthdays 

2    Coy White 
3    Sarita Toma 
3    Creacy Gillings 
5    William Stewart 
7    Debbie Carter 
8    Kristen Burnett 
8    Margaret Alley 
 

FEBRUARY  
Anniversaries 

 

2   Debbie & Al Carter 
14  Bill & Sylvia Hulbert 
16  Todd & Cara Davis 
23  Charles & Gladys Blackmon 

 
 
 

9    Jordan Collins 
9    Valarie Davis 
10   Kelly Lynch 
11   Sid George 
11   Bill Hulbert 
11   Bill Lawther 
11   Midge McGowan 

GARAGE SALE: MARCH 22, 23 & 24th, 8 am—1 pm 

                              RECEIVING ITEMS: MARCH 18-21st 
Sunday 3-5 pm 

Monday & Tuesday 9 am - 3 pm  
Wednesday 9 am -1 pm 

            SNEAK PREVIEW FOR CHRUCH MEMBERS: 
MARCH 21st 5-6:30 

 

WE ARE NOT TAKING CLOTHES DUE TO SPACE. 

 
This is a CHURCH WIDE EVENT!  We need ANY AND ALL VOLUN-
TEERS!  Come when you can - anytime between 8:30 am to 4 pm. If 
you can write on masking tape...you are HIRED!!  
 

QUESTIONS??  CONTACT CARA DAVIS- 661-9734 

15    Connie Fowke 
16    Caroline Collins 
17    Angela Watkins 
19    Cara Davis  
21    Wilhelm Elliott 
26   Doris Wright 
27   George Chaconas 

Survey! Survey! We need your help to determine what interest Bethel members have in ex-

ercise programs which perhaps could be offered here.   Please complete and return in offer-

ing plate or leave in church office. 

_____ Zumba  ______Pilates  ______Yoga  ______Aerobics  _______Tae Bo/Tai Chi   

______Chair Exercise  ____General Exercise____Joint Exercise  Other____________ 

______Willing to pay       ______Not willing to pay 

________Day of week best for you   ________Time of day best for you        

Name__________________________  Phone_________________________ 

Thank you for your help!           Health and Welfare Committee  (803-790-0982) 

SERVING GOD THROUGH SERVING OTHERS 

  Bethel will be assisting the Salvation Army in feeding the homeless and    

  hungry in the area Tuesday thru Sunday, February 21-26 at Ebenezer Lu 

  theran Church.  Volunteers will arrive at 4:45 p.m. and serve until 6 p.m.  

  Please sign up by filling out the form below and place it in the offering  

  plate, or call Sally Hafner at 803-736-2526. 

 

I would like to serve at Ebenezer Lutheran for the Salvation Army on: 

_____2/21    ____2/22    _____2/23     ____2/24    _____2/25    ______2/26 

 

Name_______________________________ e mail______________________________ 

 

Phone number(s)____________________________________________________________ 

 

BUMS February Outing: The Heritage at Lowman Concert Series at the Lowman Home in White 

Rock, on Sunday, Feb. 19th. free concert and tour of their religious tapestries.  We have reserva-

tions for 25, so whomever else would like to attend, please come along. The concert is at 3 pm, so 

we will leave the church back parking lot at 1 pm. Please complete the form below and return it to 

the church office or to Dan Toma. 

                                      BUMS Heritage at Lowman Concert - February 19, 2012 

 Name/s:__________________________________________________________________ 

 Phone#:_________________________________   How many:________________________ 

 Will drive____________________            Need ride_____________________ 

 

Children's Winter Bash Valentine Party 2/12/12 - Cookies 
 

Name: _______________________________________  Phone Number: ________________ 

 

_____  I will be willing to make a dozen cookies for the Children's Winter Bash.   

_____  Yes, I have cookie decorations I would like to donate.  



An Invitation to PRAY:  In 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 God says, “ If my people who are called by my name will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 

will forgive their sins and restore their land. My eyes will be open and my ears attentive to every prayer made in 

this place. For I have chosen this Temple and set it apart to be holy – a place where my name will be honored 

forever. I will always watch over it, for it is dear to my heart.” 

Bethel’s Natural Church Development Health Team would like to extend a special invitation to every member 

of our church to PRAY!!!  We are beginning a new phase of discerning God’s will for our church and new di-

rection for its ministries.  Our Lord Jesus tells us in John 15, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 

you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! When you produce much fruit, you are my true disci-

ples. This brings great glory to my Father.” 

The front doors to the Sanctuary are open for PRAYER from 9:30 am thru 4:00 pm every Wednesday.  Mem-

bers who cannot come to the sanctuary are invited to pray at home or work (see attached list for suggested pray-

er concerns).  A list of prayer needs has been generated by the NCD Health Team for you to use as a prayer 

guide.  This list will be available in the Narthex of the church for members to use each week.  12:30 pm each 

Wednesday has been designated as a time when those who are present can join together in group prayer.  If the 

pastor is able to be present, he will lead this time of prayer.  If not, members can pray among themselves as a 

group for our church.   

James 4 tells us, “Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. So humble yourselves 

before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close to God, and God will come close to you. 

Wash your hands; purify your hearts. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor.” 

Part of our vow to the church when we become members is to PRAY!  Please make a special effort to be a part 

of this special time of prayer each week and may God bless you!          Rev. Todd Davis 

 

For those who would like to pray but are unable to come to the church, listed below are suggested items that you 

are invited to pray about: 

-Pray for our Worship services, Sunday School classes/Small Groups 

-Pray for our Minister and Staff 

-Pray for the church’s Finances, Mission/Outreach  

-Pray for God’s presence with us as a church 

-Pray for our members 

-Pray for those who do not have a church family, asking God to guide them to Bethel 

-Pray for wisdom to see where God is leading us as a church, and courage to follow faithfully and 

obediently (future of Bethel UMC). 

-Pray that more people experience the blessings of tithing 

-Pray for God to remind us that Bethel is God’s church, "belonging" not to the Pastor nor the 

"property" of any of its members 

-Pray for God to help us "feel" the pain of those who suffer in various ways and decide what 

we, as individuals, will do about it 

-Pray for God to help us recognized that EVERY PERSON has personal gifts and talents, and 

that when they are dedicated to God, can be used to glorify Him and serve the needs of others  

-Pray for God to set our hearts on fire to be personal representatives of His LOVE  in every as-

pect of our lives to every person we meet 

-Pray that our parents will bring their children to Sunday school on a regular basis 

 

 

EVANGELISM Committee….. 
 
Starting this Sunday, you will meet the 
first Sunday of every other month at 9:15 
in the Christian Voyagers’ Classroom! 

New “Messenger” Deadline… 
“The Messenger” will only be printed once a month beginning with this issue. The deadline for 

submitting information for publication in “The Messenger” is 9:00 am on the 25th of each 
month. 

From Bethel’s Memorials, Wills, Estate Planning and Scholarship Ministry Team… Life is a gift to humans 

from our Creator, God.  A Christian receives the gift of eternal life by trusting in Jesus Christ.  Still, we all face a 

physical death.  Have you been putting off writing up a will, or doing some estate planning?  Have you considered 

leaving Bethel UMC a gift of money as part of your legacy?  If you have an existing will that you would like to 

update to include a memorial gift of money to Bethel, please contact the church office at 787-3058, an attor-

ney will be provided to prepare the necessary updates to your existing will at no cost.  If you have not yet 

written a will, and would like more information on how to get started, the Richland County Probate Court office 

regularly offers an exciting opportunity to learn how to successfully and professionally administer an estate, free 

of charge.  Go to http://www.richlandonline.com/departments/probate/workshops.asp or call 576-1961 for more 

information. 

 UMM Men’s Breakfast 
February 12th at 8:15 am 

Guest Speaker:  
Cola. Police Chief, Randy Scott 

Please let the UMM know if you plan 
to attend! To RSVP, contact Walt Speas 
at 736-6068 or walbonvii@sc.rr.com to 

PAB Table & Chair Policy:   
Some Bethel groups who use the PAB have again expressed concerns about the Church's policy regard-
ing setting up and taking down the tables & chairs. Simply stated, the policy, which has been in affect 
for several years, requires each group using the PAB to be responsible for setting up the tables 
&  chairs they need, and then to take them down immediately following the event. We would like to 
invite any group or individual wishing to propose modifications or alternatives to the current policy to 
present these at the next meeting of the Trustees to be held on Monday, February 13th at 6:00 pm in 
the Conference Room.           Jack Bonniville, for the Trustees 

Will You be a part of the New Bethel Church Pictorial Directory?   

It’s easy. Log onto our church web site at www.bethelcolumbia.com; click on the “Lifetouch” logo in the center 

of the first page and follow the directions. Dates are filling up quickly.  We are hoping to need another day to 

accommodate everyone.  Current dates include, March 15th, 16th, and 17th. You will receive a $10.00 coupon 

for signing up on line towards your purchase of photographs. You are not required to purchase anything to be 

included in the directory.  You will receive an 8” by 10” photograph of your directory selected 

pose at no charge. You will also receive a free copy of the new directory.   If you need assistance 

with this process contact any member of the Communications Team and we will help you. One 

of the Team will be available each Sunday morning after church in the Narthex to assist you. 

You may contact me at “mailto:“walbonvii@sc.rr.com” – Walt Speas, Directory Coordinator 

The annual Preschool Spaghetti Supper and Auction will be held on March 15 5:30-
7:30.  If anyone has an item or service they would like to donate, it’s welcome.  This is the 
largest fundraiser for the Preschool and your participation is greatly appreciated!  Please con-
tact Carol @ the Preschool 787-3089 or @ benji_77@bellsouth.net. 

http://www.richlandonline.com/departments/probate/workshops.asp
mailto:benji_77@bellsouth.net


Location Legend 

BPL:  Back parking lot PAB:  Pool Activities Bldg. 
CR:  Conference Room PRE:  Preschool  

CVC:  Christian Voyagers Class PS:  Pastor’s Study 

EB:  Education Building SAN:  Sanctuary 

Hut:  Scout Hut  Zone:  Youth Zone 
Other:  Off campus locations 


