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Some overall information about 
UMM

• Largest and most organized men’ s 
ministry in any denomination 

• Roots go back through the founders of both 
the Methodist and Evangelical United 
Brethren movements

• For example, Wesley’ s Holy Club shares 
many common features with a UMM Unit



Remember the Purpose and 
Focus

• Motto:  Be ye doers of the word and not 
hearers only..  From the book of James

• Purpose: ..to declare the centrality of Jesus 
Christ in the lives of men and in all their 
relationships.

• Calls men to be in daily Bible study and 
prayer, to witness for Christ in all personal 
contacts, and to be in Christian service



In What Areas Does UMM Do 
Ministry? 

• There are many ministries throughout the 
connection that provide meaning to UMM

• They vary from congregation to 
congregation

• They are found in large and small churches

• They all fit under Evangelism, Mission, 
Spiritual Life, or EMS.



More on EMS

• EMS also stands for Every Member Shares 
in Evangelism, Mission, and Spiritual Life

• It is an individual’ s participation in the 
UMM beyond his local church

• $25 a year, some of which comes back to 
fund the District and Conference UMM



Charters and Certification
• Charters are the local congregation’ s 

support and connection with UMM beyond 
their walls

• Serves as a conduit of information and 
resources to and from Nashville to your 
local unit.  Cost is $50 per year

• General Conference will consider Men’ s 
Ministry Certification for all the other 
men’ s ministries in your local 
congregation 



Why is Men’ s Ministry 
Important?

• Who follows who to the Lord, a child, a 
woman or a man?  13-15%, 20-30%, 93%

• Male participation in worship in the UMC
– 36% it is growing- by whatever means you 

measure
– below 32% it is in decline, by any measure you 

apply



What have I learned about UMM 
in the last 4 years

• Although we have many ministries, they 
appear to be one of greatest kept secrets in 
the UMC and in our communities.

• Men’ s Ministry is hard, much harder than 
single’ s, women’ s, or children’ s 
ministries

• Men want to grow spiritually, and often we 
underestimate their spiritual gifts and needs 



So, what difference does UMM 
make? Here are 15

• 1. People ate today, because of the 
partnership between UMM and the Society 
of St. Andrew
– Every day in 2003 a truck of produce destined 

to go to the dump, was salvaged by SoSA
– In 2003 SoSA provided more than 94 million 

servings of food to the hungry in the US.



Potato Drop- great project for 
UMM



What difference do we make?

• Imagine that you were so lonely, so 
disconnected, that the only person you had 
to pray with was a stranger on the end of a 
toll free call?

• 2. Upper Room Living Prayer Center took 
in 2 million prayer requests by phone and 
email last year.  UMM paid for that 1-800 
number!  1-800-251-2468



3. Children in Haiti heard this 
week because of UMM



We make a difference with our 
Pastors

• 4. UMM in many areas sponsor Covenant 
Prayer teams to pray with the Pastor 
weekly

• 5. UMM sponsor District Pastor’ s 
Appreciation Dinners.  These can be held 
any time, we suggest October
– Thank them for answering the call
– Thank them for their leadership
– Thank them for their partnership



6. Men connect with men in 
small groups

• One of the first charges to the GCUMM 
was to provide small group resources to 
local UMM units

• We now offer a wide variety and intensity

• The latest and most challenging is T-Quest 
– You can start this at your church
– You can start this through a Heart-Quest Retreat



7. A Catholic Eagle Scout, who 
is a member of a troop at a 

Lutheran Church, completes his 
Eagle Project by getting UMM to 

re-publish and update
The Strength for Service to God 

and Country 
Over 100,000 distributed



8. Children find the UMC 
through Scouting Ministries



What difference do we make?

• 9. We are beginning a new partnership in 
Restorative Justice

• Our focus in ministering to families who 
have someone incarcerated 

• We are working with organizations within 
the UMC and other prison ministry 
organizations



10. UMM and Bibles

• UMM has placed more than 30,000 Faith 
Sharing New Testaments

• Each year UMM and the United Methodist 
Men’ s Foundation help to furnish 
Philmont Bibles to all who attend a 
Protestant service there

• Every 4 years we do the same for the 
National Jamboree 



11. Local UMM Units are 
resourced

• If your Unit of UMM needs something, we 
have a great staff in Nashville that have it, 
they will get it, or create it.

• Look at the website: www.gcumm.org

• Look at the materials and ideas in 
Mensnews and the President’ s Packet



12. UMM Gives Honors

• Good Samaritan Award for youth

• Adults
– Life Membership
– John Wesley Fellow- Highest Award in the 

UMC
• Can go to lay or clergy

• Can go to male or female



President Bush



13. UMM works toward 
reconciliation

• Brother to Brother- a powerful retreat 
between at least 2 churches in the same 
community of different ethnicity 

• Pairing up with UMM Units in churches of 
different ethnic backgrounds during 
Human Relationship Month- January



14. UMM Provides the 
Connection

• When you are an EMS member and a 
Chartered Unit, you allow all these 
ministries to take place

• Your Unit is resourced by successes shared 
by other Units through this connection

• You provide help to other Units as you 
share your successes through this 
connection



15. Men’ s Ministry must be 
INTENTIONAL!

• We have to be intentional in our 
Evangelism

• We have to be intentional in work in 
Missions

• We have to be intentional in our devotional 
and Spiritual Life, and in leading others to 
Christ.

• We need to go to where the men are who 
need the Lord.


