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“CAN WE TALK?”“CAN WE TALK?”“CAN WE TALK?”“CAN WE TALK?”    

    
    

 I believe it was the comedienne, Joan Rivers, who made that line famous. As 
we come to Church/Charge Conference this year that’s the question I am asking, 
“Can we talk?”  I will read the reports ( that you have filed in a timely way 2 weeks 
before the Charge Conference date!) before I arrive.  I will indicate to those gathered 
that I have received them and ask if there are any that require separate attention.  
Those not requiring separate attention will then be brought to a vote.  While some 
churches/charges may need to spend some time on a report or two, my expectation 
is that they have moved through committees or council with support and we will 
affirm them in just a few minutes.  Generally all of the reports should not take more 
than 20 minutes in any case. 
 
 With the remaining 40+ minutes I hope we can talk about ministry.  Reports 
are necessary and often helpful in giving insight about the current state of the 
church, but I hope for time to be in conversation about your church or charge and 
what you are doing to faithfully achieve your mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  At pre-charge conference breakfasts I shared with pastors what will be the 
basis of our conversation. 
 
 Essentially, I want to hear what you are doing to make disciples.  What is 
your plan to reach outside the church into the community and connect with people 
not yet following Jesus?  How do you meet, greet, connect and follow up with 
guests?  How do you connect guests with Jesus?  How do you connect guests with 
people in the church?  Once a person is a follower of Jesus how do you guide them 
in spiritual growth?  How do you help people reach out and serve the world around 
them? 
 
 If the congregation has been making disciples, then what is the next faithful 
step as a congregation?  If the congregation has not been making disciples 
effectively what changes are you going to make to be obedient to the great 
commission and more effective in making disciples? 
 
 So we will meet for charge conference again this year but the focus will be a 
bit different.  Can we talk? 
 
 
     In Christ’s Service, 
 
     Dennis L. Otto 
 

Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent  
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Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries
Bill Benson – 9/2 
 
Woody & Kathy Leigey 
   
Jennifer Morris – 9/4 
   
Beth Guillaume – 9/9
   
Patty Wise – 9/10 
   
Keziah Klopp – 9/13 
   
Frank Miller – 9/14 
   
Richard Shields – 9/17
   

Sept 6

Sept 13

Sept 20

Sept 27

Since 1997, Faith Break has been 

brought to you by 

the people of the United Methodist Church. 

At only 60 seconds each, 

around 10am and 3pm, 

Monday thru Friday.

We are broadcasting seeds of hope in 

Central Pennsylvania.

Check us out on 94.3 FM or 94.7 in Altoona,

1370 AM in Roaring Spring, or visit us at

www.umstewardship.org

 

Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries
   Sheryl Hart – 9/19  

Woody & Kathy Leigey – 9/4  William & Isabel  
  Patterson – 9/19 

       
  Carol Gathagan – 9/20 

9/9       
  Susan Halverstadt – 9/21 
      
  Vance Hart – 9/21 

 
  Keith & Diane Schmuck – 9/22

  Hazel Irwin – 9/24 
9/17 

  Alan Atchison – 9/27 

Pastor Prayer Partner List for Pastor Prayer Partner List for Pastor Prayer Partner List for Pastor Prayer Partner List for 
Please take a moment and remember these pastors 

and their congregations in prayer.
 

Sept 6th – Woody Leigey and Mapleton Yo

Sept 13th   - Tanya Heatwole and the Claysburg Charge

Sept 20th – Denise Arpino and Simpson Temple United Parish

Sept 27th – Bob Strozyk and Everett UMC

Since 1997, Faith Break has been  

brought to you by  

the people of the United Methodist Church.  

At only 60 seconds each,  

around 10am and 3pm,  

Monday thru Friday. 

We are broadcasting seeds of hope in 

Central Pennsylvania. 

Check us out on 94.3 FM or 94.7 in Altoona, 

Spring, or visit us at 

www.umstewardship.org 

Safe Sanctuary Training

For Clergy & Laity

Saturday, October 3

9:30am 

At Trinity Roaring Spring

Led by Anne Horton

Cost 

Lunch will be provided

Please contact the church office 

at 224
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Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries    
Annis Bonsell – 9/27 

Jack Servello – 9/27 

Donald Winstead – 9/29 

Kassy Olewiler – 9/30 

Edeltraud Simco- 9/30 

9/22 

Pastor Prayer Partner List for Pastor Prayer Partner List for Pastor Prayer Partner List for Pastor Prayer Partner List for SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    
Please take a moment and remember these pastors  

and their congregations in prayer. 

Woody Leigey and Mapleton Yoked Parish 

Tanya Heatwole and the Claysburg Charge 

Denise Arpino and Simpson Temple United Parish 

Bob Strozyk and Everett UMC 

Safe Sanctuary Training 

For Clergy & Laity 

 

Saturday, October 3rd,                            

9:30am – 3:30pm 

At Trinity Roaring Spring 

 

Led by Anne Horton 

 

Cost - $7.00 per person 

Lunch will be provided 

Please contact the church office  

at 224-2815 to register 

 



Altoona District Mission Central HUB 
1738 North Branch Avenue, Altoona 
 
 

HUB Hours: 
 
Monday & Wednesday 
1pm-3pm 
 

Other days by  
appointment.   
Call Beth Teeter  
at 932-6955 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Needs: 
 

 

• Hand towels 
 

• Combs 
 

• Baby Wash Cloths 
 

• Receiving Blankets 
 

• Pencils 
 

• Scrub Brushes 
 

• School Bags 
 

• 70 Sheet Spiral Bound Notebooks 

Bishops Retreat for Clergy 2010 
 
Are you challenged as you navigate your 
congregation through a sea of change?  
Have no fear…Gil is coming near!   
Gil Rendle, Senior Consultant with the 
Institute for Clergy and Congregational 
Excellence, will be the featured speaker 
for 2010’s Bishop’s Retreat for Our Clergy 
Family.   

January 18-20, 2010 
Willow Valley Resort, Lancaster 
Visit the Conference website at 

www.cpcumc.org for further details. 

MARK & SAVE THIS DATE! 

 

On Monday, October 26, 2009, an event entitled “Hidden Problem: The Church & Internet 

Pornography,” will be held at the Camp Hill United Methodist Church in Camp Hill, PA 

from 9am to 3:30pm.  Sponsored by a broad base of denomination judicatories, this event 

is especially provided for judicatory staff, persons responsible for boundary training, 

committees dealing with ordination and/or intervention issues, and pastors.  The two 

presenters will be the Rev. Dr. Mark Laaser who is the Director of Faithful & True 

Ministries (www.faithfulandtrueministries.com) in Eden Prairie, Minnesota and 

nationally recognized for his work in the area of sexual addiction, and the Rev. Dr. 

Stephen Treat, the Director of the Council for Relationships 

(www.councilforrelationships.org) in Philadelphia.  More details and registration 

materials will follow in the upcoming months. 

 
Small Church Membership Seminar 

Featuring Dr. Lew Parks 
 

Saturday, September 12, 2009 
 

“Help for Small Churches in the areas of 
Story, Discernment and Worship” 

 

 

Hicks UMC Duncansville 
 

Call the District Office before  
September 8th to register 

942-9220 
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What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?    
 

• Broad Avenue UMCBroad Avenue UMCBroad Avenue UMCBroad Avenue UMC will be having their annual Sauerkraut Supper on Saturday, 

October 3rd, 4pm-6:30pm.  The menu is all you can eat sauerkraut, mashed 

potatoes, hot dogs, pork, baked beans, applesauce, drink, bread and gingerbread 

for only $7.00.  Children 3-12 $3.50.  Eat in or take out.  Broad Avenue UMC is 

located at 850-29th Street, Altoona. 
 

 
If you would like to have events from your church published in the  

District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org 
The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis  

due to space availability.  All information must be received before the 20th of each month. 
 

BASIC BOUNDARIES TRAINING OFFERED 
 

A Basic Boundaries Training will be offered on Saturday, September 26 from 10:00am to 

1:00pm in the multipurpose room in Manchester Commons on the Normandie Ridge 

campus in York.  Lunch will not be provided, but there is a café on campus as well as 

eating options nearby.  The CPC Clergy Sexual Ethics Policy states: 

 

Basic Boundaries Training is required of all clergy under appointment and all 

lay persons assigned as pastoral leaders. Those who have previously completed the 

basic course do not need to retake the course.  If proof of completion is not on file with or 

provided to the District Office, the basic course must be taken within six months after an 

appointment or assignment to serve a church.  Four Basic Boundaries Trainings will be 

offered each calendar year to be sure that a training opportunity is available within a 

reasonable time frame for all who are required to take it. 

 

To register, please email or call Sue Jamison (Sue.Jamison@albrightcare.org or 570-522-

3878) by Sept. 18 with your name, district, and contact information There is no fee for this 

training.  Please bring a copy of the Clergy Sexual Ethics Policy with you (it can be 

downloaded from the CPC website (www.cpcumc.org) and clicking the links for Resources, 

then Policies and Procedures).  This training is open to anyone who would benefit from it, 

not just those who are required to take it.  It will be offered again in the spring, date, time 

and location to be announced later.  For directions to Normandie Ridge please go to their 

website at :  www.NormandieRidge.org and click on the Visiting Normandie Ridge link on 

the left.  Once on campus go to the main large building and enter the sliding glass doors 

and turn right, and the multipurpose room is on the right. 
 



 
  

Leadership University Fall 2009 
 

Altoona – Greenwood United Methodist 
September 26 & October 3 

 
Basic Lay Speaking (This course only – must attend all four weeks – first four Thursdays in October 
1, 8, 15 & 22 from 6pm-9pm at 15th Street UMC Huntingdon)  Rev. Fred Hickok 
 This course is designed to prepare persons for leadership in the local church, as well as for preaching 
sermons.  It is required for new lay speakers and persons who eventually desire to become certified lay 
minister candidates. 
 
Bible Study on Hebrews – “The Household of God” (Both weeks 1.0 credit course) 
         Rev. Charles Baughman 
Even John Wesley wrestled with his relationship to Jesus; what about you?  As we wander through 
Hebrews, we’ll rediscover family ties and completed promises for those who have inherited the First 
Born’s birthright. 
 
Conflict Management (Both weeks 1.0 credit course  Rev. Elaine Shafer-Stroud 
We will look at participant’s styles of addressing conflict, tools and attitudes which help or hinder us 
in our search for reconciliation, and how to maintain a focus on serving Jesus Christ in the midst of 
conflict. 
 
Plan and Lead Worship (Both weeks 1.0 credit course)  Rev. Joey Fleck 
Plan, prepare, and lead engaging and meaningful worship services through participation in this 
course.  Class discussion and activities will focus on the development of the service, preparation of the 
worship space, and the active involvement of those worshipping together. 
 
Praising with Power Point (Both weeks 1.0 credit course) Rev. Jennifer Parks-Snyder 
In this class you will find out about the latest software programs and technology needed for Power 
Point; suggested websites to get information to use during services, license information for your 
church using the Power Point for music, visuals, and movies; and suggested ways of using Power 
Point during the delivery of sermons.  Members of the Technology Team of First Hollidaysburg will 
be present for guidance and help. 
 
Witnessing (September 26 only 0.5 credit course)    Rev. Ron Doverspike 
 How do we tell our stories to others so that they have a desire to know Christ?  How can we get over 
feeling uncomfortable sharing our story with others?  Are there ways to witness that aren’t painful?  
How can we provide an effective witness to Jesus Christ in a secular world?  Come and wrestle with 
these questions and find some answers. 
 

Course registration (Altoona) should be sent to: 
 

April Galbraith 
884 Burket Drive 

Martinsburg, PA 16662 
(814) 793-0235 

Aeg2313@atlanticbb.net  
 



 

 
 
 
 
  

OBERAMMERGAU

Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople
a crucified Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see!
 
Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t y
 
We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 
Salzburg – so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  W
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into 
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
Play too!  Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotel
$2,798.  The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once 
every 10 years, is about $298. 
 
You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
you can invite your congregation to join you!  If you are not a pastor and your pastor has 
not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942
9220 or at home 814 696-2901.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call
or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  
every ten years!  Email or call – we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips!
 

Dennis & Mona Otto

 

For decades we have cared for thousands of 
hurting children in our Conference thro

mission created by our United Methodist 
forefathers – the United Methodist Home for 

Children. The Children’s Home is embarking on a 
desperately needed building campaign to construct 

new cottages and a campus center.
On Thursday, September 3rd

Community UMC will host representatives from the 
UM Children’s Home among other guests to 
provide information about how you can help.

September 3, 2009September 3, 2009September 3, 2009September 3, 2009

Christ Community Christ Community Christ Community Christ Community 

United MethodistUnited MethodistUnited MethodistUnited Methodist

5715 Roselawn Ave5715 Roselawn Ave5715 Roselawn Ave5715 Roselawn Ave

OBERAMMERGAU 

 
Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and 

that be?  Come and see! 

Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 

We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 

so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed 
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into 
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
Play too!  Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels and most meals begins at 
$2,798.  The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once 

You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
your congregation to join you!  If you are not a pastor and your pastor has 

not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942
2901.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call

or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  And don’t wait, the play occurs only 
we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips! 

Dennis & Mona Otto 

For decades we have cared for thousands of 
hurting children in our Conference through a 

mission created by our United Methodist 
the United Methodist Home for 

Children. The Children’s Home is embarking on a 
desperately needed building campaign to construct 

new cottages and a campus center. 
rd , at 7pm Christ 

Community UMC will host representatives from the 
UM Children’s Home among other guests to 
provide information about how you can help. 

September 3, 2009September 3, 2009September 3, 2009September 3, 2009    

7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm    

Christ Community Christ Community Christ Community Christ Community 

United MethodistUnited MethodistUnited MethodistUnited Methodist    

5715 Roselawn Ave5715 Roselawn Ave5715 Roselawn Ave5715 Roselawn Ave    

AltoonaAltoonaAltoonaAltoona    

Attention Pastors:
 

Tuesday, October 13

9am

At Camp Greene Hills
 

Spend a Day Apart with the 

District Superintendent

Lunch will be provided.

Please contact the 

with your reservations.
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Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and 

Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 

We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 

e’ll go through famed 

Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
s and most meals begins at 

$2,798.  The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once 

You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
your congregation to join you!  If you are not a pastor and your pastor has 

not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942-
2901.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call 

And don’t wait, the play occurs only 
 

Attention Pastors: 

Tuesday, October 13th 

9am-3:30pm 

Camp Greene Hills 

Spend a Day Apart with the  

District Superintendent 
 

Lunch will be provided. 

Please contact the  
District Office  
at 942-9220  

with your reservations. 



 

  

Dennis’s Calendar – September 

 

 Sept. 3 – UM Home for Children Capital Campaign at Christ Community 7pm 

 Sept. 7 – Office Closed, Labor Day 

 Sept. 9 – At Conference Offices 

 Sept. 12 – Small Church Membership Gathering with Lew Parks at Hicks Memorial 

 Duncansville, 9am-3pm 

 Sept. 13 – New Cumberland District Superintendent Installation service 4pm 

 Sept. 16 – Bishop Schnase Gathering, Lewisburg 

 Sept. 20 – Laity Event with Paul Borden, Wesley Bloomsburg, 3pm-8pm 

 Sept. 21-22 – Cabinet Meeting 

 Sept. 23 – Spruce Creek & Warriors Mark Charge Conferences 

 Sept. 24 – Simpson Temple & Fifth Ave/Jaggard Charge Conferences 

 Sept. 27 – Preach at Mt Union First; Wellsboro District Superintendent Installation 

 Sept. 28 – East Freedom & Claysburg Charge Conferences 

 Sept. 30-Oct. 1 – Cabinet Meeting 

 If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call: 

(814) 942-9220 Office 

(814) 696-2901  Home 

(570) 971-3132 Cell 

The Lewisburg District is sponsoring a special trip to the 
Holy Land November 30 – December 7, 2009.  Led by 

Dennis Derr and Tom Salsgiver, this trip is in conjunction 
with Education Opportunities.  This is a specialized trip 
that will afford an opportunity for fellowship, study, and 
renewal.  Several sites on the itinerary are not open to the 

general public.  The cost is approximately $1650 for 
clergy and $1750 for spouses.  This includes air travel 

from JFK, lodging (double accommodations – single room 
supplement $200), plus full breakfasts and dinners and all 
sightseeing.  The trip is only open to clergy, spouses and 

lay folks of the Central PA Conference. 
 

For more information and or a brochure,  
feel free to contact  

Dennis Derr at dennisderr@cpcpastors.org,  
(570) 275-1427;  

or Tom Salsgiver at tom@cpcumc.org, (570) 523-9592 
Registration deadline is September 30, 2009. 

H1N1 (Swine Flu) 
As the Fall season quickly approaches, 

the news for the 2009 H1N1 Pandemic 

is also gathering speed.  Concern for 

the preparedness levels of 

communities, families, schools and 

medical facilities is making the news 

more frequently. 

Please find two documents attached 

with this newsletter that will provide 

helpful information.  


