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dotto@cpcumc.org 
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BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS 

 
 Perhaps it is my many years in school and having kids in 
school that makes me think of May as a time of endings and 
beginnings.  May is the month of college graduations and high 
school graduations are just around the corner.  For many it is a 
time of great change.  Familiar things are bid farewell and new 
things are begun.  The comforts of home are sacrificed for the 
adventure of college.  Classmates known for years are replaced by 
new faces.  It is a time for nostalgia and expectation. 
 
 There is a bit of that in our denomination as well.  Unlike 
most other denominations we do have a season of change each 
year.  By May retirements and moves have largely been announced 
among the clergy of our conference.  For some it is a long awaited 
change.  For others it is an unexpected change.  It is change 
nonetheless.  Much as I like change, I have promised never to joke 
about appointments.  They are too important for joking.  The 
changes that happen now affect communities, congregations and 
families in addition to the pastor who is moving. 
 
 I hope as this season of change sweeps in, you will handle it 
with care.  I ask all of you to be in prayer for congregations and 
pastoral families caught up in this moving.  Pray for God to help 
both congregations and pastors to welcome new partners in 
ministry.  Pray for God to use the new opportunities to make more 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
 As this time of moving begins, please show a gentleness to 
all who are in process.  Allow those moving to do so free of 
speculation about who is going where and why.  The hope, of 
course, is that each move is ultimately part of God’s plan for the 
church. 
 
    In Christ, 
 
    Dennis Otto 
 
 
  
      
 

Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent 



 

 

Altoona District Newsletter
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

May May May May 
Gary Bonsell – 5/2 
 
Robert Davidson – 5/4
 
Donald Haulman – 5/8
 
Bob & Connie Basom – 
 
Duane Coy – 5/11 
 
Mike & Linda Bequeath 
 
James Patterson – 5/12
 
Joan Smith – 5/12 
 
Rich & Jennifer Morris 

May 3

May 10

May 17

May 24

May 31

Since 1997, Faith Break has been brought to you by 

the people of the United Methodist Church. 

At only 60 seconds each, around 10am and 3pm, 

Monday thru Friday.

We are broadcasting seeds of hope in Central Pennsylvania.

Check us out on 94.3 FM or 94.

1370 AM in Roaring Spring, or visit us at

www.umstewardship.org
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May May May May Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries
  Robert Kennedy – 5/15  Donald & Yvonne Winstead

5/4  Sharon Landis – 5/16  Alan Burdick 

5/8  Jeff & Colleen Wakeley – 5/16    Mona Otto 

 5/10 Bob & Sharon Ludrowsky – 5/19  Charles Baughman 

 Boyd & Carol Gathagan – 5/21     Warren Cravotta 

Mike & Linda Bequeath – 5/11 Isabel Patterson – 5/23 

5/12  Ron Doverspike – 5/24 

 Ken & Donna Vaux – 5/24 

Jennifer Morris – 5/13 Jeff & Denise Arpino – 5/25 

Pastor Prayer Partner List for AprilPastor Prayer Partner List for AprilPastor Prayer Partner List for AprilPastor Prayer Partner List for April
Please take a moment and remember these pastors 

and their congregations in prayer.
 

May 3rd  – Jay Saxe and Clearville/Stevens Chapel

May 10th  – Jennifer Parks-Snyder and Hollidaysburg First

May 17th  – Alan Atchison and Manor Hill Charge

May 24th  – Jennett Wertz and Garden Heights/Lakemont

May 31st – Ed Preston and New Ivyside Parish

Since 1997, Faith Break has been brought to you by 

the people of the United Methodist Church.  

At only 60 seconds each, around 10am and 3pm, 

Monday thru Friday. 

We are broadcasting seeds of hope in Central Pennsylvania.

Check us out on 94.3 FM or 94.7 in Altoona, 

1370 AM in Roaring Spring, or visit us at 

www.umstewardship.org 

Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries    
Donald & Yvonne Winstead-5/25 

Alan Burdick – 5/26 

Mona Otto – 5/27 

Charles Baughman – 5/28 

Warren Cravotta – 5/30 

Pastor Prayer Partner List for AprilPastor Prayer Partner List for AprilPastor Prayer Partner List for AprilPastor Prayer Partner List for April    
Please take a moment and remember these pastors  

and their congregations in prayer. 

Jay Saxe and Clearville/Stevens Chapel 

Snyder and Hollidaysburg First 

Alan Atchison and Manor Hill Charge 

Jennett Wertz and Garden Heights/Lakemont 

Ed Preston and New Ivyside Parish 

Since 1997, Faith Break has been brought to you by  

 

At only 60 seconds each, around 10am and 3pm,  

We are broadcasting seeds of hope in Central Pennsylvania. 

Faith BreakFaith BreakFaith BreakFaith Break    
“Broadcasting Seeds of 
Hope in Central PA” 
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Altoona District Mission Central HUB 
1738 North Branch Avenue, Altoona 
 
 

HUB Hours: 
 
Monday & Wednesday 
1pm-3pm 
 

Other days by  
appointment.   
Call Beth Teeter  
at 932-6955 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Needs: 
 

 

• Spiral notebooks -70 sheets each or 
loose notebook paper 
 

• Sleepers (infants) 
 

• Blunt tipped scissors 
 

• Handiwipes (reusable cleaning towels) 
 

• Garbage Bags 
 

• Nail Files 
 

• Combs 

Congratulations to Marty Shiffler  
who was named Volunteer of the Year  
at the HUB celebration on May 3, 2009! 

2009 Annual Conference reminder: 
• If you elected a Lay Member to Annual 

Conference and that person has become 
unable to attend, a new delegate must be 
elected by Special Charge Conference.  
Please notify the District Office if such a 
change is necessary. 

Bishops Retreat for Clergy 2010 
 
Are you challenged as you navigate your 
congregation through a sea of change?  
Have no fear…Gil is coming near!  Gil 
Rendle, Senior Consultant with the 
Institute for Clergy and Congregational 
Excellence, will be the featured speaker 
for 2010’s Bishop’s Retreat for Our Clergy 
Family.   

January 18-20, 2010 
Willow Valley Resort, Lancaster 
Visit the Conference website at 

www.cpcumc.org for further details. 

Schools of Christian Mission  
 

Schools of Christian Mission will once again be held at 

Bucknell University, Lewisburg. July 16-19, 2009.  

Child care is available. Scholarships are available too! 

Here is what you can expect: 

• The Study on Sudan (8 hours on Thurs/Fri only) 

• The Study on Food and Faith (8 hours on 

Fri/Sat/Sun) 

• Inspiring daily singing and worship times 

• Mini-Session – Choice of Native American 

Survival, Sudan, movies and more 

• Mission Carousel – A Sudan Experience 

• Optional Hands-On Mission Encounters 

• Mission Books & Resources available on site 
 

For registration and information, contact  

Judith Grove, Registrar at (717) 741-4366 or email 

judygrove@verizon.net 

Prayers for our District:Prayers for our District:Prayers for our District:Prayers for our District:    

• The congregation of Broad 

Avenue UMC and the  family & 

friends of Pastor Joanne Dugan 

who passed away on April 30, 2009. 

• The pastors preparing for moves. 

• Retiring Clergy. 
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What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?    
 

• The Warriors Mark United Methodist Church in Warriors Mark, PA is organizing a Youth 
Softball Team (10th - 12th Grade) of this school year. We are seeking other church youth 
softball teams who would like to get together on Sunday afternoons from May through 
Summer for games.  We have a Little League Field beside our church that is available 
every Sunday afternoon and/or we could come to your home field. If interested in 
discussing this or scheduling some games, please call Gary Adams at 814-632-9536 

 
If you would like to have events from your church published in the  

District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org 
The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis  

due to space availability.  All information must be received before the 20th of each month. 
 

Dear Colleagues in Ministry; 
 
 A recent conference mailing included registration information for Schools of Christian Mission 
to be held at Bucknell University in Lewisburg from July 16th through the 19th.  The themes for this 
years classes are Food and Faith (the Spiritual Growth Study) and the Geographic Study is on the 
Sudan.  Plus there will be a mini-session on last year’s class Native American Survival.   
 Schools of Christian Mission is a great way to learn about the work of the United Methodist 
Women in mission around the world.  But did you know that it is also a great way to earn continuing 
education units?  The food at Bucknell is good and healthy with lots of sweet selections as well.  And 
the dorms and classrooms are air-conditioned.  
 But I am writing to you especially to promote Youth School.  Did you know that School of 
Christian Mission also includes Children’s School (for children of attendees) and Youth School (7th 
grade thru 12th grade.)  Each year both youth and adults participate in hands on mission projects, in 
addition to classroom learning.  One of the mission projects last year was the Tracy Ogden Walk.  They 
earned enough money to provide full scholarships this year for 4 children and 4 youth.  So, if you 
have youth who would like to participate but don’t think they can afford to, check out the scholarship 
information included in the brochure. 
 Youth School (YSOCM) includes 2 hours of classroom time each day, plus swimming, games, 
video scavenger hunt, (did I say air-conditioning?), hands on mission projects, small group Bible 
study, talent show, dance, music, worship and more.  If you have questions about youth school, I will 
be glad to answer them.  Please promote this opportunity for faith formation and mission education 
with your youth.   Michele Somerville, Youth School Dean ’09 – ’10 – Bald Eagle Parish 684-0179. 
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IN DEFENSE OF CREATION 
 

Join Bishop Middleton for an open discussion around  
issues threatening God’s good creation. 

 
 Topics to be covered: 

• Pandemic poverty and disease 
• Ecological degradation 
• War and peace 

 
Join other United Methodists in Central PA in assisting our  
United Methodist Bishops as they prepare a document 

addressing these important issues.  Let your voice be heard! 
 

Two opportunities to participate: 
 

Camp Hill United Methodist Church 
Saturday, May 9, 2009; 9am-Noon 
 
Pine Street United Methodist Church, 
Williamsport 
Saturday, May 16, 2009; 9am-Noon 
 
For more information contact: 
Pastor Mark Reisinger 
Peace With Justice Coordinator 
Central Pennsylvania Conference 
markreisinger@cpcpastors.org  

IMPORTANT INSURANCE 
INFORMATION 
 
The insurance carrier for the CPCUMC 
program, Ohio Casualty performs loss 
control inspections of all church properties 
approximately every three years. 
 
Please be advised that Ohio Casualty has 
arranged to have some of these 
inspections performed through a 
contracted vendor, ISI Insurance Services.  
ISI Representatives may be contacting the 
churches directly to schedule 
appointments for these inspections. 
 
Edward J. Eshleman, CPCU Account Exec 
800-627-3732, Ext. 223 

You and the pastors in your district might be 
interested in this information about how to 
deal with swine flu and holy communion from 
the GBOD Worship website found at 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?act
=reader&item_id=7908 
Two other helpful sites are 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/faq/planningresp
onse/pr-0009.html 
                 And from the Catholic Bishops 
http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/swin
eflu.shtml 
Blessings and health, 
Susan 
 
Susan W. N. Ruach  
Director, Connectional and Spiritual Leadership  
External Connectional Relationships and Strategic 
Initiatives Division 
GBOD | The United Methodist Church 
Nashville, TN | www.GBOD.org 
Toll-free: (877) 899-2780 Ext. 7142 

Paths to Prayer 
Mount Asbury Retreat Center 

June 25-27, 2009 
 

Led by: Rev. Patricia D. Brown 
 

Paths to Prayer offers a whole- 
person approach to prayer that 
takes into account each person’s 
individuality and doesn’t 

assume we all relate to God in 
the same way.  In this retreat 
you will come to learn new 
ways of prayer for your own 
spiritual life and leave prepared 
to teach your congregation a 
multitude of ways that they too 

can expand their 
communication with God. 

 
Cost of the event $275 

 
Contact the District Office for 
registration information. 

942-9220 
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2009 Central PA Conference Lay Speaking Ministry Recertification Retreat 

Central PA Conference 

 
Please note: “Lay Speaker Ministry” refers to Laity who have received specific training/instruction to further enhance 

their response to ministry in various areas and is not confined to – or requiring preaching.  The courses being 

offered is Advanced courses for recertification (recertification required every three years). 

 

Certified Lay Speakers may speak/lead congregations beyond their home congregations. 

 

Note: Applicants must receive the endorsement of their pastor and/or Church Council/Board 

when registering. 

 

Course: Advanced: Lay Speaking in the Small Membership Church 

  Course Instructor:  Rev. Dr. Lewis Parks 

 

  When:  August 28-29, 2009 

  Time:  Fri. Aug 28 check in by 5:30 finishing Sat, Aug 29 in the evening. 

 

Where: Hartman Center, 5725 Old US Hwy. 322, Milroy, PA  17063 

  (Directions are on their web page) 

 

Cost:  Persons staying at Hartman Center will be $75.00 

  Persons commuting will be $53.00 

  (First post marks will receive bottom bunks if bunking is needed) 

  (Limited to 90 persons) 

 

Course Description: This course will look at the various responsibilities of the preacher/speaker in the 

unique setting of small membership churches.  We will consider the work of the preacher/speaker as 

student of scripture, anthropologist, writer, speaker, storyteller, theologian, leader, pastor, prophet, and 

evangelist. 

 

Detach registration form below, complete it and mail with check to: Edna R. Brehm, 86 Old Stone House 

Road, South Carlisle, PA  17015.  Phone:  (717) 697-8299, email: erehrehm2@paonline.com.  Please keep 

this portion for your information. (Your cancelled check is your receipt for registration.  Any questions 

please call Edna. 

 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ____________________________  Email: ___________________________________________ 

 

Pastor or Council/Board Signature __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: __________________________________________  Your Church ______________________________________ 

 

District: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Deadline for registration is July 15, 2009.  Mail completed form and check made payable to Central PA 

Conference to Edna Brehm, 86 Old Stone House Road, So Carlisle, PA  17015.  If you want confirmation by mail 

please include a self addressed stamped envelope.  I will try to send confirmation by email for those with email, please 

print clearly so I can read your email address.   
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OBERAMMERGAU 

 
Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and 
a crucified Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see! 
 
Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 
 
We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 
Salzburg – so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed 
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into 
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
Play too!  Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels and most meals begins at 
$2,798.  The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once 
every 10 years, is about $298. 
 
You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
you can invite your congregation to join you!  If you are not a pastor and your pastor has 
not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942-
9220 or at home 814 696-2901.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call 
or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  And don’t wait, the play occurs only 
every ten years!  Email or call – we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips! 
 

Dennis & Mona Otto 
 

Travel with Bishop Middleton on the Lands of the Bible CruiseTravel with Bishop Middleton on the Lands of the Bible CruiseTravel with Bishop Middleton on the Lands of the Bible CruiseTravel with Bishop Middleton on the Lands of the Bible Cruise    
 On November 11, 2009, we will depart for an unforgettable “Lands of the Bible Cruise” 
aboard the ship mv Cristal.  This 12 day trip will help you experience the life and times of 
both the Old and New Testaments.  The scriptures will come alive in a new way as you visit 
Corinth and Ephesus where Paul spread the gospel message; as you see the holy places of 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem; and as you spend time on the Sea of Galilee. 
Register online at www.eo.travelwithus.com  
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Mount Asbury Retreat Center  
 

“Seeing God at Eye Level” 
 

June 15-17, 2009 
Cost - $215 

 

In this retreat, our time together will not be about improving our photographic skills, but using 
photography as a way of seeing the world in a different light.  Photography can call us to a deeper 

intimacy with God’s creation as we learn to slow down and stop, to pay attention, to be patient, to 
focus our eyes on the world in a new way.  Photography is about the present moment, balance, 

finding oneness with all creatures, with life, with scenery, and with God. 
 

This retreat is open to anyone who is interested in learning how to connect photography with your 
spiritual life.  Cameras are not required, but will enhance the experience. 

 

Contact the District Office for registration information. 
 

Exploration 2009 
November 13 – 15; Dallas Texas 
 
An event for high school seniors through young adults age 24 considering a 
call to ordained ministry as a deacon or elder in the United Methodist Church.  
Contact the District Office for more information. Brochures are available. 

UNITED METHODISTS CAN APPLY ONLINE FOR SCHOLARSHIPS, LOANS 

 

Students who need financial help for college costs can now apply online for United 

Methodist scholarships or loans.  “We believe this new system is much more convenient 

for applicants,” said Angella Current-Felder, executive director of the Office of Loans and 

Scholarships at the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry.  The 

online scholarship application went live on January 5.  As of March 17, more than 1,600 

applications had been submitted for scholarships for the fall term.  Allyson Collinsworth, 

scholarships administrator, said applications are coming in much faster online than the 

paper applications did.  For the 2008/2009 academic year, the agency awarded $4.57 

million in scholarships to 3,371 students, and $1.95 million in loans to 430 students.  

“Scholarship deadlines vary for the more than 60 programs administered by GBHEM, but 

the final deadline has always been May 15.  We are encouraging applicants (especially 

renewal students) to apply and complete the application early this year to ensure they are 

considered for funding.”  Collinsworth said.  Applicants must submit an official transcript, 

letters of reference, and essay to the office in one packet to complete the file after the 

online portion is submitted.  To learn more about United Methodist loans and 

scholarships, visit www.gbhem.org and click on the Loans and Scholarships button. 
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Dennis’s Calendar – May 

 May 3  Preaching at Greenwood UMC 

   Altoona District Mission Central HUB Celebration 

 May 4  Funeral for Pastor Joanne Dugan 

 May 5 – 7  Dennis out of Office 

 May 13 12pm Cluster Leaders Luncheon 

 May 14 Canidacy Mentor Training – Bellfonte 

 May 15 District Supportive Fellowship Farewell Dinner at LaScalia’s 

 May 20 Matthew 28 Initiative Gathering in McVeytown 

 May 22-25 Office Closed 

 May 26-27 Cabinet Meeting 

 May 28 Right Start Event – Calvary UMC Harrisburg 

If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call: 

(814) 942-9220 Office 

(814) 696-2901  Home 

(570) 971-3132 Cell 

Special Offering announced for Annual Conference 
 
Memorial Service – Nothing But Nets is a grassroots campaign to save lives by preventing 
malaria, a leading killer of children in Africa.  The people of the United Methodist Church have 
been working with the Nothing But Nets partners to help stop a deadly this deadly disease.  In 
sub-Saharan Africa, a child dies every 30 seconds from this preventable disease.  Just $10 
buys a bed net, distributes it to a family and provides education on how to use it.  By 
answering Jesus’ call to “minister to the least of these who are members of our family,” we can 
beat this awful disease and save future generations.  So give a child the opportunity to live a 
life of health and happiness.  Pray.  Communicate the need.  Buy a bed net. And save a life. 
 
Ministry Celebration – The Cup of Water Fund is used by the Cabinet in support of Lay 
families who are facing financial hardships.  In 2008, 20 grants were issued ranging from $175 
- $3500. 
 
Service of Ordination – Mission Central is the Distribution Center Ministry of the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference which provided logistical support to over 220 local, national, and 
global ministries.  Mission Central gathers, stores, and ships humanitarian supplies for their 
ministry partners.  Mission Central’s approximate $300,000 annual budget is funded 100% by 
charitable giving. 
 


