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Time to Plant 
 
 In February, the seed and plant catalogues began arriving at our house.  It 
was freezing cold with some snow and ice on the ground and the catalogues came 
each week.  Actually it isn’t rushing the season.  Now is the time to begin planning 
the garden.  If you want to enjoy the fruits and vegetables during the summer and 
fall, the plans need to begin now. 
 
 The same is true for the church.  Now is a good time to get plans set for 
the fall.  You have just completed statistical reports which give a snapshot of your 
congregation.  The financial reports for the last year have been completed.  It’s a 
good time to look back and evaluate in order to be more faithful and effective in 
the year to come. 
 
 Please don’t misunderstand me. I am not suggesting that this is the time to 
begin planning for the fall.  I am saying congregations should be in the next to last 
step of planning the calendar for September through Christmas.  The big picture 
plans should be looking at least three to five years out.  So while you are putting 
the near finishing touches on plans for the fall of 2009, make sure you are 
beginning to sketch the goals and plans for the next few years, maybe as far out as 
2115. 
 
 Will things change between now and then?  Sure, but to gather resources 
and focus attention you need some lead time.  You can’t plant the garden in 
February, but you sure can lay it out, order the seeds, set aside some time to turn 
the soil, etc.  If you want to expand the garden in the next several years, you will 
need to start preparing the soil now that you want to plant then. 
 
    In Christ’s service, 
 
    Dennis L. Otto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Word from the District Superintendent 

Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent 
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March March March March 
Bill Hunter – 3/4  
 
James Russell – 3/7
 
Delbert Wasser – 3/7
 
Patricia Gable – 3/11
 
Lillian Hurley – 3/15
 
Barb Troxell – 3/15 
 
Pam Williams – 3/16

From the Desk of Dennis Otto

WHY DO STATISTICAL REPORTS?    (ON TIME?)
 
 Many of you helped to complete the statistical reports that are due each January 31.   
Thank you for your help.  The reports are one of those tasks that some dread and others delay but 
they are necessary and can be helpful. While the design may not measure all that you wish it 
would, the reports actually measure many important indicators:  number of 
attendance in worship, Sunday School, small groups, ongoing groups and short term groups.  It 
keeps quantitative records of deaths, baptism, confirmations, youth and children.  It also keeps 
record of financial stewardship, value of assets
 
 In years of ministry I have some observations about those reports:

• Reports are due January 31 every year
• Reports take about the same amount of time to do in January as in February
• To complete them pastors need the prompt response o
• Reports of the current year compared to the previous year(s) give some indication of both 

congregational health and effectiveness
 

Reports are not my favorite thing either.  But they are a disciplined way to check where the 
church is and where it is going.  If you’re the pastor, you work to get it done well and on time 
so use it as a tool of assessing year to year.  If you are a leader in a church, this can be a great 
opportunity to look at the big picture.  Do all you can to get in
January and then take time later to look at the total report to see what it reveals about the 
congregation where you worship and serve.
 
Please see page 7 of this newsletter for a complete list of reports and their due dates.
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March March March March Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries
   Dennis & Pat Gable – 3/19  

3/7  Keith Schmuck – 3/20  Byron Shafer

3/7  Sandra Neal – 3/20 

3/11  Matt Lake – 3/21 

3/15  Betty Slick – 3/23 

3/15   William Patterson – 3/25 

3/16  Sue May – 3/27 

From the Desk of Dennis Otto 

 

WHY DO STATISTICAL REPORTS?    (ON TIME?)

Many of you helped to complete the statistical reports that are due each January 31.   
for your help.  The reports are one of those tasks that some dread and others delay but 

they are necessary and can be helpful. While the design may not measure all that you wish it 
would, the reports actually measure many important indicators:  number of 
attendance in worship, Sunday School, small groups, ongoing groups and short term groups.  It 
keeps quantitative records of deaths, baptism, confirmations, youth and children.  It also keeps 
record of financial stewardship, value of assets and missional giving. 

In years of ministry I have some observations about those reports: 
Reports are due January 31 every year 
Reports take about the same amount of time to do in January as in February
To complete them pastors need the prompt response of officers in the church
Reports of the current year compared to the previous year(s) give some indication of both 
congregational health and effectiveness 

Reports are not my favorite thing either.  But they are a disciplined way to check where the 
is and where it is going.  If you’re the pastor, you work to get it done well and on time 

so use it as a tool of assessing year to year.  If you are a leader in a church, this can be a great 
opportunity to look at the big picture.  Do all you can to get information to the pastor by mid 
January and then take time later to look at the total report to see what it reveals about the 
congregation where you worship and serve. 

Please see page 7 of this newsletter for a complete list of reports and their due dates.

Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries    
Beth Wassell – 3/28 

Byron Shafer-Stroud – 3/29 

WHY DO STATISTICAL REPORTS?    (ON TIME?) 

Many of you helped to complete the statistical reports that are due each January 31.   
for your help.  The reports are one of those tasks that some dread and others delay but 

they are necessary and can be helpful. While the design may not measure all that you wish it 
would, the reports actually measure many important indicators:  number of members, average 
attendance in worship, Sunday School, small groups, ongoing groups and short term groups.  It 
keeps quantitative records of deaths, baptism, confirmations, youth and children.  It also keeps 

Reports take about the same amount of time to do in January as in February 
f officers in the church 

Reports of the current year compared to the previous year(s) give some indication of both 

Reports are not my favorite thing either.  But they are a disciplined way to check where the 
is and where it is going.  If you’re the pastor, you work to get it done well and on time 

so use it as a tool of assessing year to year.  If you are a leader in a church, this can be a great 
formation to the pastor by mid 

January and then take time later to look at the total report to see what it reveals about the 

Please see page 7 of this newsletter for a complete list of reports and their due dates. 
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Altoona District Mission Central HUB 
1738 North Branch Avenue, Altoona 
 
 

HUB Hours: 
 
Monday & Wednesday 
1pm-3pm 
 

Other days by  
appointment.   
Call Beth Teeter  
at 932-6955 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Needs: 
 

 
• Spiral notebooks -70 sheets each or 

loose notebook paper 
 

• Blunt tipped scissors 
 
• Receiving blankets, sleepers 

 
• Laundry detergent – 25 or 50oz. 

 
• Household cleaner – 12 to 16 oz. 

 
• Handiwipes (reusable cleaning towels) 

 
• Garbage Bags 

HARRISBURG DISTRICT URBAN WORK CAMP 
Be a Volunteer in Mission in Central PA 

 

Sunday, July 12 – Friday, July 17, 2009 
Sunday, August 2 – Friday, August 7, 2009 

 
For all who have been anxiously awaiting another opportunity to serve, we offer two great weeks in the 

summer of 2009.  This is the first of what we hope will be an annual experience of helping those with need in 
the capital of our state.  Our goal is to provide a faithful witness for Jesus Christ while creating opportunities 
for individuals and congregations to work cooperatively.  With so many talented and skilled individuals who 
long to make an impact in our world for Jesus Christ, this is your opportunity. 

We hope to serve the elderly, homebound, and economically struggling of the community.  As the 
economy tightens, some can afford supplies but not labor costs and are extremely thankful for a helping hand 
to accomplish many minor tasks.  More than merely completing home repair projects, our hope is to create 
joy and fellowship with those who we serve. 

How can you help?  We need volunteers to come for either or both of these weeks who have a willing 
spirit and time and talent to share.  Individuals should have completed 6th grade in school, all ages beyond 
this are acceptable. 

Other ways to help:  We invite individuals or congregations to make donations for building materials 
to the District Project or consider purchasing gift cards at LOWE’S or HOME DEPOT for whatever amount you 
can afford that we may use for materials.  We will need congregations to supply bag lunches and to supply 
snacks for morning and afternoon breaks.  Additionally we need individuals willing to go for supplies and 
individuals with first aid or nurse’s training to be available daily.  Do not let age be a hindrance, there is work 
for everyone. 

We encourage all volunteers to lodge with our teams in local churches to assist in team building.  The 
cost for each week is $75 per person with lodging, $30 per person if you are commuting.  Please complete a 
registration form (available at your District Office) and return it with your payment as soon as possible to 
facilitate accommodations and work schedules.  Last day to register is May 1st. 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated jeans for our quilt 
project.  We will notify you in the future if more are 
needed.  We now need twin flat sheets to use as a 
backing for the quilts.  Please drop off your donations 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 1pm – 3pm.  Thank you! 
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What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?    
 

 
• Second Avenue UMC  – 130- 2nd Street, Altoona will hold free Lenten luncheons every 

Wednesday, March 11th thru April 8th.  Lunch will be served 12pm – 12:30pm.  A free 
concert will follow each week 12:30pm – 1pm.  Everyone is welcome.  

• Faith UMC of Woodbury  is looking for a part-time Children’s Ministry Staff Person.  This 
person would be responsible for overseeing the Sunday school program, children’s 
church, and any other program that would be developed to reach the community children 
(grades K thru 8).  The hours would be from 15 to 20 hours per week and salary is 
negotiable.  Please send a resume to Ron Doverspike, 1815 Woodbury Pike, Loysburg, 
PA  16659.  If you have questions contact Ron at 766-2484 or revdspike@hotmail.com  

• Trinity Bellwood – Welcome Spring as the Jacobs Brothers, veterans of gospel music, 
appear in concert, Friday, March 20th at 7pm at Trinity UMC, 533 Main Street, Bellwood.   
The concert will share traditional and sacred music in different styles.  The concert is 
sponsored by the Tyrone Cluster of the United Methodist Church. 
A free will offering will be received. 

 
If you would like to have events from your church published in the  

District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org 
The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis  

due to space availability.  All information must be received before the 20th of each month. 
 

Safe Sanctuary Training 
Led by Anne Horton on Friday, March 27th , 9:30am – 3pm  
At Duncansville Hicks Memorial UMC 
Lunch will be provided.  The cost is $8.00 per person. 
This training event is for clergy and lay people. 
Registrations are being accepted at the church office. 
Please call 695-8529 or email hicksumc@verizon.net  

Wyoming Conference Local Pastor Licensing School 
Underwood Lodge at Sky Lake (near Winsor, New York) 

March 20 – April 3 & April 26 – May 1 
 

Topics covered will include developing attitudes of prayer, humility, servanthood and compassion; 
developing healthy habits of devotion, relationship building with colleagues, and Sabbath-taking; 
Theology of God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, scripture, the church, etc…Worship planning and 
leadership and lots more! 
Contact the District Office for a registration form or for more information. 
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  Upcoming Conference Events: 

• Central PA Conference Seminar Trip to General Board of Church and Society – April 26-
29 – Join colleagues and friends for a fun, educational trip to Washington, DC and the 
United Methodist General Board of Church and Society.  Departing from Paxton UMC in 
Harrisburg at 3:30pm on Sunday, April 26.  The cost will be $320 and will include bus 
transportation, lodging at the Hotel Harrington in Washington, and meals and materials at 
GBCS.  Registration is due by March 9, 2009.  Space is limited so register early.  Please 
contact the District Office for a registration form or contact Pastor Mark Reisinger at                    
717-766-3282.   

Conference Call : 
Help Middle Schoolers Discern a Call into Ministry 

 
Conference Call is a new activity-based curriculum by Teryl Cartwright  

of First UMC, Hanover.  The material is available to all UM Churches in the  
Central Pennsylvania Conference.  The leader’s guide contains the student guide plus extra 

activities, an object lesson and cassette for an audio “journal”. 
• Each student’s guide contains the study, a talking strip and a CD of four pastors’ call 

stories 
• Explore God’s call to serve through interactive Bible Study 
• Meet different learning styles and student needs with activities that can be customized 
• Integrate flexible lessons into existing curriculum and present them in Sunday school 

or workshops 
• Utilize the devotional activities for youth leaders 

 
Leaders Guides:  $10 each + shipping 
Students Guide: $3.75 each + shipping 

 
This is a non-profit and includes only the actual cost of supplies 

Please contact the author for more information.  tcrtwrt@comcast.net  

 
On May 9th at Camp Hill UMC and on May 16th at Pine Street UMC in Williamsport Listening 

Sessions for the Bishop’s statement currently known as In Defense of Creation 2 will be held from 
8:30am until noon.  The Bishop feels privileged to be on the Council of Bishops task force which is 
shepherding this new document.  The focus will include statements on weapons control, particularly 
nuclear weapons, as did the original In Defense of Creation document which was issued about 20 years 
ago.  In addition this document will speak to issues of care for creation and of global poverty all of 
which threaten this precious earth home and all who dwell here. 

Mark Reisinger and the Peace with Justice Committee along with the Board of Church and 
Society are organizing the day.  The Bishop hopes you will be able to be part of this and please 
encourage other clergy and laity to take part.  
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BLACKWOOD QUARTET 
Winners of 8 Grammy Awards, 27 Dove Awards,  

and 5 All American Music Awards 
B.J. Prough Memorial Scholarship Concert 

 
Location: Mount Union Area High School Auditorium 
 
Date:  March 27, 2009 
 
Time:  7:00pm (Doors will open at 6:00pm) 
 
Tickets: $10.00 contact Bob or Shirley Prough  

at 814-542-4314 
 

When Pastors and their 
families need help: 
 Healthflex Benefit 
 
Pastors, their spouses, and 
dependents who are covered 
by Healthflex are 100% 
covered for 8 pre-certified 
counseling visits.  To receive 
this benefit, the pastor or 
family member should call 
United Behavioral Health at 
1-800-788-5614 and ask for a 
referral.  This is completely 
confidential. 

55th Annual United Methodist Men’s Rally 
 

April 3, 2009, 6:30pm Singing, 7:00pm Program 
Keynote Speaker – Rev. David Adams 

General Secretary, GCUMM 
 

Lewistown First UMC 
200 Third & Dorcas Street, Lewistown 

Please contact Merle McClure  
to make reservations 

717-248-9322 

Bus Driver needed for United Methodist 

Special Needs Camp 
 

Dates – June 21 – 25, 2009 
 

Wesley Forest Camp at Weikert, PA 
 

 Requirements: 

 

• Commercial Class 3 License 

• School Buss License with passenger 

endorsement 

• Physical card 

 

This is a volunteer position.  All meals and a 

private cabin are provided. 

Interested people should contact Don Webb 

at 717-993-2626(h) or 717-792-7595 (o) 

New Book Club 
 
Where: Tyrone-Snyder Public Library 
  1000 Pennsylvania Ave, Tyrone 
 
When:  Friday, March 27th at 1pm 
 

This month is the  
New York Times Bestseller 

 
The Other Queen 
By Philippa Gregory 

 
Bring your ideas about a book to read…for 

April and May 
Have some fun, enjoy a great discussion and 

meet new friends! 
 

For more information call 684-1133. 
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The Center for Spiritual Formation Presents: 
 

“EQUIPPING LYDIA” 
With Laura Beach 

 

Wednesday, April 15th from 8:30am-4:30pm 
Orchard Hill 

Rte. 15 & Orchard Way, Millerstown, PA  17062 
(Please bring your own bag lunch) 

Love Offering rather than a fee 
 

Just as there are many parts to the body, there are many ways to pray.   
We are fearfully and wonderfully made (Ps 139:14) and uniquely created to pray beautifully in 

diverse ways.  Join other listening to the whisper of the Holy Spirit,  
cheering us on to find new ways to pray, and give praise for how  

the Lord has grown you in prayer thus far.   
Contact the District Office for registration information.  

 

ALTOONA DISTRICT REPORTS SCHEDULE: 
 
The following signed report is due to the District Office two weeks prior to your scheduled 
Church Conference (every year): 
 

• Salary Guidelines worksheet for pastor 
 
 

The following reports are due to the District Office by November 20 (every year): 
 

• Membership Care Report 
• Lay Member to Annual Conference form 
• Local Church Officers form 
• Church Owned Property report 
• Parsonage Inspection report 
• Safe Sanctuary report 
• Lay Speaker’s report 

 
The following reports are due to the District Office by December 30 (every year): 
 

• Pastor Continuing Education report 
• Treasurer’s year-end report 
• Trustees report 

 

The following signed report is due to the Conference Office and a copy to the District 
Office by January 31 (every year): 
 

• Statistical report 
 

The following signed report is due to the District Office by March 15 (every year): 
 

• Audit 
 

Other reports will be expected (i.e. Appointment consideration forms from pastors and 
PPRC) as requested.  Please monitor email.   
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OBERAMMERGAU 
 

Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and 
a crucified Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see! 
 
Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 
 
We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 
Salzburg – so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed 
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into 
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
Play too!  Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels and most meals begins at 
$2,798.  The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once 
every 10 years, is about $298. 
 
You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
you can invite your congregation to join you!  If you are not a pastor and your pastor has 
not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942-
9220 or at home 814 696-2901.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call 
or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  And don’t wait, the play occurs only 
every ten years!  Email or call – we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips! 
 

Dennis & Mona Otto 
 

Money and More: 
Creating a Culture of Generosity in changing economic times 

 
Mt Pisgah Trinity United Methodist Church 
5615 Mount Pisgah Road, York, PA 17406 

 
As pastors and church leaders, we all want our congregations to thrive as 
centers for vital ministries that transform people’s lives.  But how do we 

empower this in the midst of a flailing economy?  It’s a question of 
financial security for our members and our local church budget.  But it’s 

also more:  how do we create a culture of generosity in our churches 
(generous hearts, generous practices) not just for now, but also for the 

years to come? 
 

On Friday evening, May 1, 2009, 7pm-9pm  
Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub will guide us as we explore: 

• Factors that predict and build generosity 
• Growing stewards at different commitment levels and with 

different patterns of giving 
• Helping people support your ministry 
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Dennis’s Calendar 

• March 2 – 3 – BOOM 

• March 5 – 10am – 11:30am Round Table at Panera Bread 

• March 10 – 9am District Supportive Fellowship Lenten Service with Bishop Middleton 

• March 11-12 – Borden Training at Camp Hill 

• March 17 – 7pm District Superintendency Committee at the Otto’s  

• March 18 – Cluster Leaders Luncheon at Hoss’s 

• March 21 – Leadership University at Everett UMC 

• March 24 – Matthew 28 Initiative Mentoring group at Newburg 

• March 25-27 – Cabinet 

 

If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call: 

(814) 942-9220 Office 

(814) 696-2901  Home 

(570) 971-3132 Cell 

Altoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District Office    
1228 A Pleasant Valley Blvd. 

Altoona, PA  16602 

(814) 942-9220 office 

(814) 942-9250 fax 

800-842-5923 toll free 

 

Dennis Otto – District Superintendent    dotto@cpcumc.org 

Mary Schnaubelt – Admin. Assistant      marys@cpcumc.org 
 

Office hours:Office hours:Office hours:Office hours:    

Monday Monday Monday Monday ––––    ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday    

8:30am8:30am8:30am8:30am----1:30pm1:30pm1:30pm1:30pm    
 


