JULY 2009 Altoona District Newsletter

Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent

CHARGE CONFERENCE WITH A SLIGHT TWIST

!
Two charges meet at the same place at different times sharing worship at the end of
the first conference and the beginning of the second. #
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all council members should receive the reports prior to the date of the
conference and those intending to attend should have an opportunity to get a packet
of reports at least the Sunday prior to the charge conference.
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! prepared a plan that describes your vision and explains the steps you
are taking this year to begin being faithful to the great commission. "
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what is the next faithful step(s) you will be taking as a congregation.
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Here is the summary:

* Two charges worship together at the end of one charge meeting and the
beginning of the next
* < 20 minutes in the meeting will ordinarily be spent on standard reports
* > 40 minutes will be given to reviewing the plan to make disciples or
take the next step of faithfulness for those charges that are making
disciples
« All reports must be to the District Office two weeks prior to charge
conferences.
If you have any questions or need clarification on any of this please call the District
Office immediately.
In Christ’s Service, Dennis L. Otto, Superintendent




July Birthdays and Anniversaries

Christobel Haulman — 7/1 Bernice Shafer — 7/17 Jerry &
Tiffany Freeman — 7/25

Bob & Dorothy VanNatta—7/1 William Olewiler — 7/19
Sarah Clippinger — 7/3 Barbara Albright — 7/20 Don &

Christobel Haulman-7/26
Jay & Nancy Saxe — 7/6 Byron &

Elaine Shafer-Stroud — 7/21

James & Bonnie Patterson — 7/8 Almon & Ida Baird —7/28
Jay & Pat Wise —7/11 Evelyn Madison — 7/22 Don Henderson — 7/29
Mary Lee Henderson — 7/14 Barbara Berg — 7/23 Monroe Shearer — 7/30
Jeff Arpino — 7/17 Myron Jones — 7/24

Pastor Prayer Partner List for July

Please take a moment and remember these pastors
and their congregations in prayer.

July 5 _ Kathy Leigey and McConnellstown/Mill Creek
July 12" — Joey Fleck and Greenwood UMC
July 19" —Tom Young and Huntingdon First UMC
July 26™ —Vance Hart and Mines/Royer
All new pastors entering the District and their congregations.

Since 1997, Faith Break has been brought T e

to you by
the people of the United Methodist Church. Saturday, September 12, 2009
At only 60 seconds ;Srcnh, around 10am and STl G N embership

Seminar

Monday thru Friday. Featuring Dr. Lew Parks

We are broadcasting seeds of hope in

Central Pennsylvania. Hicks UMC Duncansville
Check us out on 94.3 FM or 94.7 in Altoona,
1370 AM in Roaring Spring, or visit us at Registration information

www.umstewardship.org will be available soon.




Other days by
appointment.

s Call Beth Teeter

at 932-6955

1738 North Branch Avenue, Altoona

Current Needs:

. HUB Hours:
* Hand towels
~ Monday & Wednesday
. 1pm-3pm » Combs

» Baby Wash Cloths
* Receiving Blankets
* Pencils

* Scrub Brushes
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» School Bags
» 70 Sheet Spiral Bound Notebooks

Bishops Retreat for Clergy 2010

Are you challenged as you navigate your
congregation through a sea of change?
Have no fear...Gil is coming near!
Gil Rendle, Senior Consultant with the
Institute for Clergy and Congregational
Excellence, will be the featured speaker
for 2010’s Bishop’s Retreat for Our Clergy
Family.
January 18-20, 2010
Willow Valley Resort, Lancaster
Visit the Conference website at
www.cpcumc.org for further details.
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Welcome to our New Pastors!
The following pastors are joining us in the Altoona District:
Please keep them and their congregations in your prayers.

* Towanda Acey will be serving the Altoona Downtown Co-op
which includes Altoona First and Faith UMC

e Charles Baughman will be serving the Llyswen UMC.

« Bill Benson will be serving the Hope Alexandria UMC.

* Rick Cartwright will be serving Huntingdon 12th Street UMC.

» Carol Gathagan will be serving the Asbury UMC.

e Jason Guillaume will be serving the Wesley Tyrone UMC.

« Dan Jordan will be serving the Williamsburg/Cove Forge UMC

* Vicki Jordan will be serving Wolfsburg/Trans Run UMC

Welc()me * Chris Klopp will be serving the Bald Eagle/Grazierville UMC.
* Fred Rudy will be serving the Trough Creek Valley Parish which
to our new includes Calvin, Cassville and Trough Creek UMC.
I * Bob Strozyk will be serving Everett UMC.
pastors. » Art Shotts will be serving East End/Fairview UMC

» Barbara Troxell will be serving Altoona Broad Avenue UMC




Leadership University Fall 2009

Altoona — Greenwood United Methodist
September 26 & October 3

Basic Lay Speaking (This course only — must attend all four weeks — first four Thursdays in October
1, 8, 15 & 22 from 6pm-9pm at 15t Street UMC Huntingdon) Rev. Fred Hickok

This course is designed to prepare persons for leadership in the local church, as well as for preaching

sermons. It is required for new lay speakers and persons who eventually desire to become certified lay
minister candidates.

Bible Study on Hebrews — “The Household of God” (Both weeks 1.0 credit course)

Instructor to be announced
Even John Wesley wrestled with his relationship to Jesus; what about you? As we wander through
Hebrews, we'll rediscover family ties and completed promises for those who have inherited the First
Born’s birthright.

Conflict Management (Both weeks 1.0 credit course Rev. Elaine Shafer-Stroud

We will look at participant’s styles of addressing conflict, tools and attitudes which help or hinder us
in our search for reconciliation, and how to maintain a focus on serving Jesus Christ in the midst of
conflict.

Plan and Lead Worship (Both weeks 1.0 credit course) Rev. Joey Fleck

Plan, prepare, and lead engaging and meaningful worship services through participation in this
course. Class discussion and activities will focus on the development of the service, preparation of the
worship space, and the active involvement of those worshipping together.

Praising with Power Point (Both weeks 1.0 credit course) Rev. Jennifer Parks-Snyder

In this class you will find out about the latest software programs and technology needed for Power
Point; suggested websites to get information to use during services, license information for your
church using the Power Point for music, visuals, and movies; and suggested ways of using Power
Point during the delivery of sermons. Members of the Technology Team of First Hollidaysburg will
be present for guidance and help.

Witnessing (September 26 only 0.5 credit course) Rev. Ron Doverspike

How do we tell our stories to others so that they have a desire to know Christ? How can we get over
feeling uncomfortable sharing our story with others? Are there ways to witness that aren’t painful?
How can we provide an eftective witness to Jesus Christ in a secular world? Come and wrestle with
these questions and find some answers.

Course registration (Altoona) should be sent to:

April Galbraith
884 Burket Drive
Martinsburg, PA 16662
(814) 793-0235
Aeg2313@atlanticbb.net




BASIC BOUNDARIES TRAINING OFFERED

A Basic Boundaries Training will be offered on Saturday, July 25 from 10:00 am to 1:00
pm in the Gamber Office Conference Room on the RiverWoods campus in Lewisburg.
Lunch will not be provided, but there is a restaurant on campus as well as eating options
nearby. The CPC Clergy Sexual Ethics Policy states:

Basic Boundaries Training is required of all clergy under appointment and all lay
persons assigned as pastoral leaders. Those who have previously completed the basic
course do not need to retake the course. If proof of completion is not on file with or
provided to the District Office, the basic course must be taken within six months after an
appointment or assignment to serve a church. Four Basic Boundaries Trainings will be
offered each calendar year to be sure that a training opportunity is available within a
reasonable time frame for all who are required to take it.

To register, please email or call Sue Jamison (Sue.Jamison@albrightcare.org or 570-
522-3878) by July 17 with your name, district, and contact information. There is no fee
for this training. Please bring a copy of the Clergy Sexual Ethics Policy with you (it can
be downloaded from the CPC website (www.cpcumc.org) and clicking the links for
Resources, then Policies and Procedures). It will be offered again in the fall, dates,
times and locations to be announced later. For directions to RiverWoods please go to
their website at: www.RiverWoods.org Once on campus follow the signs to Gamber
Office (large brick building with white pillars), whose address is 90 Maplewood Dr.,
Lewisburg, PA 17837. The Conference room is on the third floor and there is an
elevator for those who cannot climb stairs.

HAULIN FOR THE HUB

July 18,2009

at 10:00 a.m.
GREENWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Registration: 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.Organized Ride: 10:00 a.m.
Approximate return to church: Noon; Door Prizes: 12:15 p.m.
Spaghetti, Salad, roll, butter, drink and dessert will be provided.

The HUB is a mission outreach
of the United Methodist Church.
The rain date will be July 25, 2009

For more information contact: Pastor Joe Fleck 814-944-9073, Gary Edmundson 814-944-4480
or Rick Fink at 814-943-5067. The “Haul’ starts at the Greenwood United Methodist Church
located at the intersections of 764 and Route 220.

The registration fee is $10.00 per rider.

All proceeds will go to the HUB.




2009 Central PA Conference Lay Speaking Ministry Recertification Retreat
Central PA Conference

Please note: “Lay Speaker Ministry” refers to Laity who have received specific training/instruction to further enhance
their response to ministry in various areas and is not confined to — or requiring preaching. The courses being
offered is Advanced courses for recertification (recertification required every three years).

Certified Lay Speakers may speak/lead congregations beyond their home congregations.

Note: Applicants must receive the endorsement of their pastor and/or Church Council/Board
when registering.

Course: Advanced: Lay Speaking in the Small Membership Church
Course Instructor: Rev. Dr. Lewis Parks
When: August 28-29, 2009
Time: Fri. Aug 28 check in by 5:30 finishing Sat, Aug 29 in the evening.
Where: Hartman Center, 5725 Old US Hwy. 322, Milroy, PA 17063

(Directions are on their web page)

Cost: Persons staying at Hartman Center will be $75.00
Persons commuting will be $53.00
(First post marks will receive bottom bunks if bunking is needed)
(Limited to 90 persons)

Course Description: This course will look at the various responsibilities of the preacher/speaker in the
unique setting of small membership churches. We will consider the work of the preacher/speaker as
student of scripture, anthropologist, writer, speaker, storyteller, theologian, leader, pastor, prophet, and
evangelist.

Detach registration form below, complete it and mail with check to: Edna R. Brehm, 86 Old Stone House
Road, South Carlisle, PA 17015. Phone: (717) 697-8299, email: erehrehm2@paonline.com. Please keep
this portion for your information. (Your cancelled check is your receipt for registration. Any questions
please call Edna.

Name:

Street Address:

Phone Number: Email:

Pastor or Council/Board Signature

Date: Your Church

District:

Deadline for registration is July 15, 2009. Mail completed form and check made payable to Central PA
Conference to Edna Brehm, 86 Old Stone House Road, So Carlisle, PA 17015. If you want confirmation by mail
please include a self addressed stamped envelope. | will try to send confirmation by email for those with email, please
print clearly so | can read your email address.




Travel with Bishop Middleton on the Lands of the Bible Cruise

On November 11, 2009, we will depart for an unforgettable “Lands of the Bible Cruise”
aboard the ship mv Cristal. This 12 day trip will help you experience the life and times of
both the Old and New Testaments. The scriptures will come alive in a new way as you visit
Corinth and Ephesus where Paul spread the gospel message; as you see the holy places of
Jerusalem and Bethlehem; and as you spend time on the Sea of Galilee.

Register online at www.eo.travelwithus.com

OBERAMMERGAU

Imagine...high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and
a crucified Jesus...how can that be? Come and see!

Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to
God when their village was threatened by the plague. It is to God’s glory and the world’s
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept. Won’t you come and see?

We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau. Join us and others
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol;
Salzburg — so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches! We’ll go through famed
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights. All this, and the Passion
Play too! Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels and most meals begins at
$2,798. The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once
every 10 years, is about $298.

You are invited to join us. If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and
you can invite your congregation to join you! If you are not a pastor and your pastor has
not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942-
9220 or at home 814 696-2901. It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience. Call
or write soon. Tickets to the play are limited. And don’t wait, the play occurs only
every ten years! Email or call — we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips!

Dennis & Mona Otto




The Lewisburg District is sponsoring a special trip to the
Holy Land November 30 — December 7, 2009. Led by
Dennis Derr and Tom Salsgiver, this trip is in conjunction
with Education Opportunities. This is a specialized trip
that will afford an opportunity for fellowship, study, and
renewal. Several sites on the itinerary are not open to the
general public. The cost is approximately $1650 for
clergy and $1750 for spouses. This includes air travel
trom JIF'K, lodging (double accommodations — single room
supplement $200), plus full breakfasts and dinners and all

sightseeing. The trip is only open to clergy, spouses and

Ilay folks of the Central PA Conference.

For more information and or a brochure,
teel free to contact
Dennis Derr at dennisderr@cpcpastors.org,
(570) 275-1427;
or Tom Salsgiver at tom@cpcumc.org, (570) 523-9592
Registration deadline is September 30, 2009.
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MARK & SAVE THIS DATE!

On Monday, October 26, 2009, an event entitled “Hidden Problem: The Church & Internet
Pornography,” will be held at the Camp Hill United Methodist Church in Camp Hill, PA
from 9am to 3:30pm. Sponsored by a broad base of denomination judicatories, this event

is especially provided for judicatory staff, persons responsible for boundary training,
committees dealing with ordination and/or intervention issues, and pastors. The two
presenters will be the Rev. Dr. Mark Laaser who is the Director of Faithful & True
Ministries (www.faithfulandtrueministries.com) in Eden Prairie, Minnesota and

nationally recognized for his work in the area of sexual addiction, and the Rev. Dr.
Stephen Treat, the Director of the Council for Relationships
(www.councilforrelationships.org) in Philadelphia. More details and registration
materials will follow in the upcoming months.

Dennis’s Calendar - July

e July 3 - Office Closed
e July 11 - July 26 - Dennis on Vacation
e July 27-July 31 - Office closed for vacation

* July 29-Aug 2 - Dennis away at School of Congregational Development
If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call:
(814) 942-9220 Office
(814) 696-2901 Home

(570) 971-3132 Cell




