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A moment with the District Superintendent 
 

Next Year 

I have always found this time of year to be one for 
reflection on the past and preparation for the future.  
Mostly, I think about the year ahead.  What is God’s 
plan for me?  What does God want for me and from 
me in a particular setting?  Most years this results in 
looking at my mission, vision, goals, and strategies.  
Usually there is a list of at least some of these on my 
bulletin board or desk so that I never lose sight of 
what’s important in the midst of what seems urgent. 

This year I am sharing this with you.  I am sharing this 
for several reasons: 

• To keep you aware of how I understand my 
job and how I intend to do it. 

• To be accountable to all of you to follow 
through with this mission, vision, goals, and 
strategies. 

• To encourage each of you, as congregational 
leaders, to do something similar to guide your 
life and ministry. 

So here it is: 

Mission:  To build and lead the best possible 
team of congregational leaders in the Altoona 
District. 

Vision:  That the overwhelming majority of 
churches will grow in verifiable ways both 

spiritually and numerically and that new 
communities of faith will begin. 

Goals:   

1. At least half of all congregations will show 
improvement in two of the three indicator 
areas: 

a. Average attendance 

b. Professions of faith 

c. Shares of Ministry (or outreach and 
mission giving if already paid) 

2. Each congregation will determine the next 
steps necessary for transformation: 

a. Spiritually 

b. What they need to begin doing 

c. What they need to stop doing 

3. Each leader in congregations (pastor and 
laity) will determine what must change in 
them for the church to change and to take 
steps toward that change. 

a. Continuing education or lay equivalent 

b. Steps in spiritual formation 

c. Understanding and living effective 
behaviors of pastoral (congregational) 
leadership 
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A Moment with the District Superintendent 

Next Year (cont.from page 1) 

Strategies: 

1. Increase accountability regarding both 
faithfulness and fruitfulness 

2. Measure and lift up what we value 

a. Commitment to Christ and Christ’s 
church = worship attendance 

b. New followers of Jesus 
Christ=Professions of Faith 

c. Spiritual maturity = stewardship 
evidences in shares of ministry 

3. Offer training and support 

a. Matthew 28 Initiative 

b. Small Membership Church events 
(see article on page 5 ) 

c. The Round Table – (monthly time 
with clergy to strengthen ourselves 
both in spirit and skills sets – see 
article on page  5 ) 

This will guide me for the next year.  It will guide my 
preaching topics, topics for the newsletter, how I 
spend my time, what I take for continuing education, 
what I read for fun as well as professionally.  What 
about you? 

In Christ’s service, 

Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BiBiBiBirthdays rthdays rthdays rthdays     
and Anniversariesand Anniversariesand Anniversariesand Anniversaries    

 
Pearl Wasser 1/1 

 
J. Faust Hissong 1/7 

 
Jan Welsch 1/14 

 
Mary Marney 1/17 

 
Donna Preston 1/17 

 
Lottie Burdick 1/19 

 
Bob Ludrowsky 1/22 

 
 
 

Please keep the following members of our District family in your prayers: 
• The family and friends of Mark Felker who passed away on December 26th  
• Carol and Boyd Gathagan on the death of Carol’s mother 
• Rich and Jennifer Morris on the death of Jennifer’s mother 
• Norman Huff facing surgery in early January 

Local Pastor’s School 

 

We now have registration forms for any 

Certified Candidate to complete for 

Local Pastor’s School which will be held 

at Christ Community UMC in Hummels 

Wharf (Selinsgrove) beginning Saturday, 

January 17, 2009.   

Registration deadline is January 12th! 
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OBERAMMERGAU 
 

Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and 
a crucified Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see! 
 
Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 
 
We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 
Salzburg – so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed 
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into 
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
Play too!  Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels, most meals and play 
tickets is about $3,600. 
 
You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
you can invite your congregation to join you!  It will be an unforgettable, life changing 
experience.  Call or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  And don’t wait, the 
play occurs only every ten years! 
 
Email or call – we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips! 
 

Dennis & Mona Otto 
 

Watoto Children’s Choir from Uganda, East Africa will be at the 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church in Tyrone on Sunday, 
February 1, 2009 at 7pm. 
 
Since 1994 Watoto Children’s Choirs have toured internationally 
spreading a message of hope for Africa’s children.  The choir 
presents Watoto’s vision and mission through their music and 
dance, which is an energetic fusion of contemporary gospel and 
traditional African rhythm.  The children are among 1.8 million 
boys and girls in Uganda who have had the tragic experience of 
losing one or both of their parents to AIDS or war. 
 
The purpose of Watoto is to provide spiritual, physical, 
educational and emotional care for every child so that each one 
will become a responsible Christian and productive citizen of 
Uganda.  Audiences are informed of the plight of Africa’s needy 
children and given an opportunity to support the vital work of 
Watoto in Uganda.  Everyone is invited to this spiritual and 
cultural event. 
 
Attached to this newsletter you will find a bulletin insert 
advertising this event. 

February 1February 1February 1February 1stststst, 7pm, 7pm, 7pm, 7pm    

Tyrone Good ShepherdTyrone Good ShepherdTyrone Good ShepherdTyrone Good Shepherd    



 

 

 

FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE:
 
We would ask that you examine your statement very carefully.  Please share them with your treasurer and if 
you find any errors, notify Ann Watts immediately.  Adjustments cannot be made after our books are closed 
as we must also meet deadlines in paying General Church apportionments, Advance Specials, etc.  All 
money received from local churches is paid out promptly to the designated agency.  All monies to be 
credited for 2008 must be in the Finance Office by Wednesday, Janua
 
Insurance premiums or any other item for which credit is desired in the year 2009 should not be mailed 
before January 15, 2009.  Please make sure that your Treasurer is aware of this information.  Every year we 
seem to have situations where the Treasurer’s are sending money for the next year before that date.  The 
volume of mail received in our office at the end of the year sometimes makes it difficult to catch payments 
that are mailed in advance. 
 
2009 Remittance Forms 
Please advise your Treasurer that he/she will be receiving information on the new remittance procedures 
within the next few days.  Remittance forms will now be accessed through the conference website by 
clicking on the Finance Office link.  For those Treasurer’s who cannot access
tablet of forms.  If they do not have a form for the month of December, we encourage them to make use of 
the website or contact us and we will make sure they receive one ASAP.
 
New IRS Mileage Rate 
The new IRS mileage rate is .55 cents per mile.
 
Conference Finance Office, 800-874

Bishop Schnase, Bishop of the Missouri Conference 
and author of “Five Practices of Fruitful 

Congregations” has accepted an invitation 
to the Central PA Conference.  He will be in the 
southern area of the Conference at Cross Point 
Church on Tuesday, September 15, 2009, 

from 9:30am to 3:30pm.  

Mark your calendars now to reserve the day!

Attention Pastors: 
 

Altoona District Supportive Fellowship Gathering
 

Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 8:30am
 

Tyrone Good Shepherd UMC
 

Pat Gable – Leader 
“Spiritual Formation for the Pastor”

 

Lunch will be served at the cost of $5.00/person
Please contact Susan Halverstadt to make your 

reservation shalverstadt@comcast.net
Reservations are due by January 9

FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE: 

We would ask that you examine your statement very carefully.  Please share them with your treasurer and if 
you find any errors, notify Ann Watts immediately.  Adjustments cannot be made after our books are closed 

also meet deadlines in paying General Church apportionments, Advance Specials, etc.  All 
money received from local churches is paid out promptly to the designated agency.  All monies to be 
credited for 2008 must be in the Finance Office by Wednesday, January 7, 2009. 

Insurance premiums or any other item for which credit is desired in the year 2009 should not be mailed 
before January 15, 2009.  Please make sure that your Treasurer is aware of this information.  Every year we 

e Treasurer’s are sending money for the next year before that date.  The 
volume of mail received in our office at the end of the year sometimes makes it difficult to catch payments 

urer that he/she will be receiving information on the new remittance procedures 
within the next few days.  Remittance forms will now be accessed through the conference website by 
clicking on the Finance Office link.  For those Treasurer’s who cannot access the website they may request a 
tablet of forms.  If they do not have a form for the month of December, we encourage them to make use of 
the website or contact us and we will make sure they receive one ASAP. 

s .55 cents per mile. 

874-8474, ext. 3501 

, Bishop of the Missouri Conference 
Five Practices of Fruitful 
has accepted an invitation  

to the Central PA Conference.  He will be in the 
southern area of the Conference at Cross Point 
Church on Tuesday, September 15, 2009,  

from 9:30am to 3:30pm.   

Mark your calendars now to reserve the day! 

Altoona District Supportive Fellowship Gathering 

ary 13, 2009, 8:30am 

Tyrone Good Shepherd UMC 

Leader  
“Spiritual Formation for the Pastor” 

Lunch will be served at the cost of $5.00/person 
Please contact Susan Halverstadt to make your 

shalverstadt@comcast.net  
Reservations are due by January 9th. 

Grant Applications for Central 
Pennsylvania Conference Health Related 

Ministries are now being accepted.

These requests will be for the year 2009.  
The deadline for completed applications 

is February 27, 2009.

Please contact the Altoona District 
Office for an application.
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“Hope and Help for Small Churches”“Hope and Help for Small Churches”“Hope and Help for Small Churches”“Hope and Help for Small Churches”    
    A Gathering for the Lay and Clergy LeadersA Gathering for the Lay and Clergy LeadersA Gathering for the Lay and Clergy LeadersA Gathering for the Lay and Clergy Leaders    

Of the Altoona DistrictOf the Altoona DistrictOf the Altoona DistrictOf the Altoona District    
    

Saturday, January 31, 2009Saturday, January 31, 2009Saturday, January 31, 2009Saturday, January 31, 2009, 9:30am, 9:30am, 9:30am, 9:30am----2:30pm2:30pm2:30pm2:30pm    
Greenwood United Methodist ChurchGreenwood United Methodist ChurchGreenwood United Methodist ChurchGreenwood United Methodist Church    

    
Lead by Dr. Lew Lead by Dr. Lew Lead by Dr. Lew Lead by Dr. Lew ParksParksParksParks    

 
Small churches come in a variety of shapes and settings.  Some have small buildings in 

rural settings.  Some have substantial buildings in town settings.  Some have large 
buildings in urban settings where the attendance has become “small church”. All three 

types of small churches share in common anxiety about the future, a fierce determination 
to survive, and a hunger to find better ways to adapt to the changes in their environment.  
They are seeking tools for transformation so they can become better at making disciples 

of Jesus for the transformation of the world. 
 

On Saturday, January 31, 2009 at Greenwood United Methodist Church, Dr. Lew Parks, 
who is Professor of Theology, Ministry, and Congregational Development at Wesley 

Theological Seminary will lead us in a day of conferencing as leaders who care about our 
small churches.  He will share new research and perspectives emerging from his work 

with small churches across the connection.  He will ask us to consider the question, what 
does God see when God looks at a small church?  And he will direct us in the work of 

starting an action plan for a tool for transforming small churches called                            
“Our Congregation’s Story.” 

 
Pastors and leaders of “small membership churches” are encouraged to attend.  It is ideal 
for those serving on councils and pastor parish relations committees.  This gathering is 
open to any and all persons who care about the life and vitality of their congregation.  

Persons from every church on a charge are invited.  The day begins at 9:30am and ends at 
2:30pm.  Those who come can expect to connect with each other around common 
experiences, be equipped with a tool for bringing about positive change in their 

congregation, and carry hope back to their churches. 
 

PrePrePrePre----registration is required before January 20registration is required before January 20registration is required before January 20registration is required before January 20thththth....    
Please contact the District Office to register.Please contact the District Office to register.Please contact the District Office to register.Please contact the District Office to register.    

THE ROUND TABLE 
It has been my desire since I was appointed to the Altoona District to find 

some venue to share ideas for ministry with pastors and to help them share 
ideas among themselves.  This time would be to share ideas on a specific 
topic, sometimes reading a book, sometimes following a best practices 
format.  If you would like to join me come to Panera Bread at 10am  

on Wednesday, February 4th.  We will be done by 11:30am.   
Be sure to have read Bill Hybels “Too Busy Not to Pray” between now and 

then even if you have read it before.   
Call the District Office and let me know that you plan to attend. 
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Upcoming Conference Events: 
• February 1-4, 2009 – Annual Seminar to the Board of Global Ministries – Cost is $395.  

This will include presentations by representatives of the Board of Global Ministries, a full 
day of church visitations in Manhattan and Brooklyn, Mission opportunities in area 
churches, and others.  Registration forms are available on the Conference website at 
www.cpcumc.org or call Charlie Keller at 717-566-4136. 

• Girls Gathering for God – Overnight retreat, February 6 & 7, Aldersgate UMC, York.  All 
girls ages 7-12 are welcome.  Please contact Flo Waybright at 717-225-5933 for information. 

• Central PA Conference Seminar Trip to General Board of Church and Society – April 26-
29 – Join colleagues and friends for a fun, educational trip to Washington, DC and the 
United Methodist General Board of Church and Society.  Departing from Paxton UMC in 
Harrisburg at 3:30pm on Sunday, April 26.  The cost will be $320 and will include bus 
transportation, lodging at the Hotel Harrington in Washington, and meals and materials at 
GBCS.  Registration is due by March 9, 2009.  Space is limited so register early.  Please 
contact the District Office for a registration form or contact Pastor Mark Reisinger at                    
717-766-3282.   

Leadership University Spring 2009 
 

The entire Leadership University schedule is attached to this newsletter. 

Listed below are the classes for the Altoona District. 

Everett UMC, March 21st and April 4th  

 

• Basic Lay Speaking (both weeks 1.0 credit course)  Rev. Charles Baughman 
This course is designed to prepare persons for leadership in the local church, as well as for 

preaching sermons.  It is required for new lay speakers and persons who eventually desire to 

become certified lay minister candidates. 

 

• Bible Study on the Sermon on the Mount   Pastor Dwaine Krebs 

(both weeks 1.0 credit course)  The Sermon on the Mount is as relevant for contemporary 

discipleship as it was for the people to whom it was first preached.  Come and study this exciting 

material from the Gospel of Matthew and let it challenge you to grow in your discipleship. 

 

• Conflict Management (both weeks 1.0 credit course)   Rev. Elaine Shafer-Stroud 

We will look at participant’s styles of addressing conflict, tools and attitudes which help or hinder 

us in our search for reconciliation, and how to maintain a focus on serving Jesus Christ in the 

midst of conflict. 

 

• Accountable Discipleship (March 21st only, 0.5 credit course) Rev. Dick Williams 

This course will provide a biblical undergirding for accountable discipleship.  This course will 

allow you to undertake and accept the challenge of personal discipleship and help you to learn how 

to hold others accountable for their discipleship in grace. 

 

• Small Group Ministry (April 4th only, 0.5 credit course)  Rev. Dick Williams 

This course will focus on the formation of small groups and group dynamics.  It is a natural follow-

up to the course on Accountable Discipleship. 

 

Please send your course registrations for the Altoona District to: 

Sheryl Hart 

RR 1 Box 84 

Williamsburg, PA  16693 
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The Altoona District Mission Central HUB 
has a new location!!! 
 

1738 N, Branch Avenue in Altoona - 
the same building as the                      
Driver's License Center 

 
Come visit Mondays, 1pm-3pm or 
Wednesdays, 1pm-3pm 
Call Beth Teeter for appointments on 
alternative days 932-6955 

Altoona District Volunteers –In –Mission Team 
 

Musical Fundraiser 
January 11th, at Greenwood UMC 

1505 East Walton Avenue, Altoona 
Starting at 12:30pm 

 
Hear great local musicians, view photos from previous 

mission trips, listen to the emotional stories of volunteers 
who have helped families ravaged by natural disasters.   

Learn how you can get involved! 
All proceeds will go toward the purchase of materials and 

supplies for future mission trips. 

Upcoming mission trips: 
• March 21-29, 

Greensburg, Kansas 
• April 18-26, Pass 

Christian, Mississippi 
• May 17-23,              

Lafayette, Indiana 

Dear Jesus,  
I ask that you lead me to you in everything that happens in my life. 

You alone are the only one who gives me peace.   
Watch over us as we go on to live day by day and  

guide us through the trials that may come. 
I put all my trust in you for I can do all things through you.   

Amen. 

Pastor Prayer Partner List for January.   
Please keep the following pastors and their churches in your prayers: 

• Grace Whitfield – Bedford Valley Bethel/Centerville 
• Myron Jones – Williamsburg/Cove Forge 
• Linda Williams – Altoona Asbury 
• Patricia Wise – Six Mile Run 
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What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?    
 

• Broad Avenue UMC – will have a used book sale along with a Soup and Bake sale on 
January 17th, 10am-2pm.  The soup will be take out only and the cost will be $4.00 per 
quart.  A variety of soups will be offered.  To donate used books please call 946-9331 
before January 14, 2009.  Broad Avenue UMC is located at 850-29th Street in Altoona. 

• Trough Creek UMC – recently purchased a new copier and have a supply of ink 
cartridges and master rolls for a Risograph model CR1610 free for the taking.  Please 
contact Don Henderson at donmar@pennswoods.net  

 
If you would like to have events from your church published in the  

District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org 
The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis  

due to space availability.  All information must be received before the 20th of each month. 
 

Dennis’s Calendar 

January 

• January 5-9 – “Tending the Fire” event Schenectady, New York 

• January 8-9 – Cabinet meetings 

• January 10-17 –Vacation 

• January 19 – Office Closed 

• January 20-21- Bishop’s Retreat for Clergy 

• January 22- Cluster Leaders luncheon 

• January 26-28 – Cabinet meetings 

If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call: 

(814) 942-9220 Office 

(814) 696-2901  Home 

Altoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District Office    
1228 A Pleasant Valley Blvd. 

Altoona, PA  16602 
(814) 942-9220 office (814) 942-9250 fax 

800-842-5923 toll free 
 

Dennis Otto – District Superintendent    dotto@cpcumc.org 
Mary Schnaubelt – Admin. Assistant      marys@cpcumc.org 
 

Office hours:Office hours:Office hours:Office hours:    
Monday Monday Monday Monday ––––    ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday    

8:30am8:30am8:30am8:30am----1:30pm1:30pm1:30pm1:30pm    
 


