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Altoona District Office  
1228 A Pleasant Valley 

Blvd. 
Altoona, PA  16602 
 
(814) 942-9220 Office 
(814) 942-9250 Fax 
 
Dennis Otto 
Superintendent 
 
dotto@cpcumc.org 
 
Mary Schnaubelt 
Admin. Assistant 
 
marys@cpcumc.org 
 
 
Office hours: 

Monday – 
Thursday 

8:30am – 1:30pm 
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Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent 
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Annual Conference for 2009 
will be June 4, 5 and 6 

Please put these dates on your calendar 
now so that you remember NOT to schedule 
a wedding on that weekend. The Bishop has 
expressed that she does not want to receive 

requests to be excused from Ordination 
Service to officiate a wedding.   
So block your calendar now! 

Small Church Event schedule for  
Saturday, September 12th 

 
More than 80 pastors and members of small churches gathered Saturday, January 31st at 
Greenwood Church in Altoona.  We were lead by Dr. Lewis Parks of Wesley Theological 

Seminary in a day of affirmation and identity clarification.  This was the first step in 
equipping small congregations for greater effectiveness in our mission. 

 
Dr. Parks will return on September 12th. He and Dennis Otto will present the next session 
and tools for effectiveness.  We will gather at 9am to begin sessions promptly at 9:30am. 

The day will end at 3:00pm.  Location for the event will be announced. 
 

Please keep the following members of our District family in your prayers: 
·  Phyllis Hunter continued recovery 
·  Barbara Troxell recovering from surgery 
·  Bishop Middleton and the Cabinet during the appointment season 
·  Norman Huff recovering from surgery 

 

Grant Applications for Central Pennsylvania 
Conference Health Related Ministries are now 

being accepted. 
 

These requests will be for the year 2009.   
The deadline for completed applications is 

February 27, 2009.  
 

Please contact the Altoona District Office                                      
for an application. 
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Altoona District Mission Central HUB 
1738 North Branch Avenue, Altoona 
 
 

HUB Hours: 
 
Monday & Wednesday 
1pm-3pm 
 

Other days by  
appointment.   
Call Beth Teeter  
at 932-6955 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Needs: 
 

 
·  Spiral notebooks -70 sheets each 
 
·  Cloth Diapers, receiving blankets, 

Onesies (one piece undershirts) 
 

·  Hand towels, wash cloths, bath soap 
 
·  Laundry detergent – 25 or 50oz. 

 
·  Household cleaner – 12 to 16 oz. 

 
·  Handiwipes (reusable cleaning towels) 
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*Please note:  The HUB will follow the Altoona School District  
when they close for inclement weather. 
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·  Faith UMC of Woodbury  is looking for a part-time Children’s Ministry Staff Person.  This 
person would be responsible for overseeing the Sunday school program, children’s 
church, and any other program that would be developed to reach the community children 
(grades K thru 8).  The hours would be from 15 to 20 hours per week and salary is 
negotiable.  Please send a resume to Ron Doverspike, 1815 Woodbury Pike, Loysburg, 
PA  16659.  If you have questions contact Ron at 766-2484 or revdspike@hotmail.com  

·  Broad Avenue UMC will sell Ham Pot Pie on Saturday, February 21st.  Pick up will be 
from 10am-2pm at the church.  The cost is $4.00 per quart.  Orders may be phoned in to 
the church at 946-4475.  Please leave your name, phone number and number of quarts 
ordered.  Someone will call you back to confirm your order.  Walk in take outs are also 
available. 

·  Mardorf UMC  is hosting a Red Cross Blood drive on February 21st from 9:30am – 3pm.  
All blood types are badly needed.  If you’ve never given blood, please use this 
opportunity to start a life-saving habit.  Call Heather Fleck at 941-6726 to schedule an 
appointment.  Mardorf is located on Juniata Gap Road 1mi north of the Altoona Campus. 

·  Cassville UMC  will be holding a revival on February 22, 23 and 24th at 7pm.  Evangelist 
Phil May will be the speaker.  There will be special music each night.  All are welcome to 
attend.  The church is located on Maple Street in Cassville 

 
If you would like to have events from your church published in the  

District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org 
The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis  

due to space availability.  All information must be received before the 20th of each month. 
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Wyoming Conference Local Pastor Licensing School 
Underwood Lodge at Sky Lake (near Winsor, New York) 

March 20 – April 3 & April 26 – May 1 
 

Topics covered will include developing attitudes of prayer, humility, servanthood and compassion; 
developing healthy habits of devotion, relationship building with colleagues, and Sabbath-taking; 
Theology of God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, scripture, the church, etc…Worship planning and 
leadership and lots more! 
Contact the District Office for a registration form or for more information. 
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Congratulations Altoona District!  We are into our 12th consecutive 
year of “Broadcasting Seeds of Hope” in Central PA.  We reach three very 
different audiences on three very different stations and cover six counties.  
We interrupt everyone’s listening pleasure (old line from old radio) to 
bring them a sixty second Faith Break to remind them that their loving God 
is present in their lives and that the people of the United Methodist 
Churches in Central PA care about them. 

Altoona District is a mission minded district.  In addition to what the 
local churches do in their communities, we, as a district, reach out to 
people around the world through VIM, the HUB and up and down the 
highways through the Trucker’s Ministry.  The one ministry that is unique 
to Altoona is Faith Break.  Other districts have radio ministries, too, but 
Faith Break is the longest running one of its kind in the conference.  You 
have made it possible through your prayerful support and donations. 

Some have asked how much it costs to be on three stations.  $700 
per month covers it all.  Why not think about sponsoring a month or part of 
a month?  I’ll even give your church a plug on the air.  You can help support 
Faith Break by making donations through your local church through 
Advance Special #94792.00… (Your church treasurer knows how to send 
it in!).  I am always available to come to your church for meetings, special 
events or to worship for mission moments…) 

Also, I am toying with the idea of a website with a link to the radio 
campus. 

If you have any news about that or have any other good news about 
media ministry, I’ll send it along to Mary and we will keep you informed. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. Contact me by email at 
rvcarol@verizon.net or call 742-8209. 

 
    Blessings, 
    Rev. Carol Gathagan 
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"FREED-UP FINANCIAL LIVING" SEMINAR AND RESOURCES  

Hosted by Duncansville Hicks Memorial  on Sunday March 8 and Sunday March 15 2-5pm.  It is a total of 6 hours split 
between the successive Sundays.   
The seminar is led by Brad Morgan, Vice President of Accounting and Finance for Giant Foods.   
You can register by calling the church office 695-8529 or by email hicksumc@verizon.net. 
 

Freed-Up Financial Living: How to Get There With Biblical Principles 
  
-Learn a Biblical approach to earning, giving, saving, spending, and debt 
-Participants gain essential knowledge, a spending plan, and motivation to follow through 
-Designed for everyone regardless of financial situation 
-Six one-hour sessions in an easy-to-use format 
-Flexible format allows for use in a seminar setting, by small groups, or individuals 
  
CONTENTS 
-Two Masters, One Servant 
-Earning and Giving 
-Giving and Saving 
-Debt 
-Spending 
-Adjusting the Spending Plan/Commitment 
  
Help the people in your church get to a place where their finances - and lives - are characterized by grace, joy, and 
freedom. Freed-Up Financial Living refreshes and expands on the time-tested, life-changing Good $ense Budget Course 
that has been used in over 5,000 churches. Now with updated participant materials, new videos, and all of the teaching on 
DVD conducted by seasoned financial ministry leader Dick Towner. 
  
FACILITATOR'S BACKGROUND 
Brad Morgan, CPA, is a member of Aldersgate UMC in Mechanicsburg and President of The United Methodist Stewardship 
Foundation of Central Pennsylvania. He is Vice President of Finance, Giant Food Stores, LLC, Carlisle, and Tops Markets, 
LLC, Buffalo, NY. He has been a Volunteer in Mission for a number of years, serving orphanages and children's hospitals in 
the former Soviet Union. 
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Round Table 
 

Pastors in the District are invited to meet 
together at Panera Bread in Altoona to share 

responses to the book 
 ��������	
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���
������������
�����	��
�����

by Robert Schnase.   
We will meet on March 5th, 10am-11:30am.   
Please read the book and be ready to share 
insights, questions and comments about it. 

WHEN PASTORS AND THEIR FAMILIES NEED HELP:  HEALTHFLEX BENEFIT: 
Pastors, their spouses, and dependents who are covered by Healthflex are 100% covered for 8 pre-certified  

counseling visits.  To receive this benefit, the pastor or family member should call United Behavioral Health (UBH) 
at 800-788-5614 and ask for a referral.  This is completely confidential between the person and UBH. 
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Jam Gardens “Help” Stretch Out Household Food Supply 
 

Congregations and/or individuals from this annual conference donated seeds or 
financial contributions to the Jam Gardening Project (Green Thumb Gardening Project).  
Thanks to the generosity of churches and individuals last summer 2,928 households 
were supplies seed potatoes, tomato plants and a variety of vegetable seeds.  With the 
inventory of food banks, pantries, etc. becoming increasingly limited, the concept of 
“Growing” ones own produce becomes a necessity.  The JAM Gardening Project 
encompasses 19 counties in southeast Ohio. 

Since the early 1970’s Jackson Area Ministries has sponsored a significant garden 
project providing seeds and plants for families or individuals in the Appalachian 
counties of southeast Ohio.  The mission of the program is to offer seed potatoes, 
tomato plants, and vegetable seeds to each participant with the intent that they can 
“grow” their own garden.  If each garden were to hypothetically yield $200 worth of 
food then the combined value of the 2008 program can be estimated at $585,600. 

Congregations, Sunday school classes, United Methodist Women units, youth 
groups and individuals all have made this program highly successful.  Our garden 
program in 2008 received donations from 34 different states including your area. 

If you are interested in participating this year send your inquiry to: JAM 
Gardening, PO Box 603, Jackson, Ohio 45640.  Or Phone 1-888-237-3141 or you can 
email at jamjar@bright.net.  Brochures, complete reports, bulletin inserts and other 
information are available from our office. 

Thank you for all the years of supporting us. 
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Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and 
a crucified Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see! 
 
Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to 
God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 
 
We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; 
Salzburg – so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed 
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into 
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion 
Play too!  Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels and most meals begins at 
$2,798.  The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once 
every 10 years, is about $298. 
 
You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 
you can invite your congregation to join you!  If you are not a pastor and your pastor has 
not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942-
9220 or at home 814 696-2901.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call 
or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  �
�	��

�	�����	���	����	������	�
��	
�����	��
	������		 Email or call – we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips!	
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