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Christmas Opportunities 
 
You may expect me to write on the need to simplify Christmas or the importance 
of slowing down at Christmas.  Perhaps you expect the rather typical, “keep Christ 
in Christmas” article.  Not this year.  Not here.  Christmas is a wonderful time of 
year with unique opportunities that we often miss. 
 
There is no time of year when people outside of the church are more likely to come 
inside the church.  You know that because of attendance on both the Sundays 
leading up to Christmas and Christmas Eve services.  Please, though, don’t even 
joke about “Christmas and Easter Christians.” 
 
I have heard so many jokes and critical comments over the years about those who 
come out only at Christmas.  We really ought to praise God for this opportunity.  
Here are people who come right into our buildings to see and hear the most 
moving services of the year.  They are more open at this time of year than any 
other. 
 
There are also people that you know who never come to church, but might in this 
special time of year.  You work with someone, live near someone, serve in a 
community organization with someone who does not go to church and does not 
have a relationship with Jesus Christ, but if invited at this time of year would attend 
worship with you.  Consider a neighborhood party that at some point invited those 
gathered to worship on Christmas Eve or the Sunday before Christmas.  Maybe 
giving plates of cookies for neighbors with an invitation to Christmas services 
would reach some?  You can undoubtedly be even more creative. 
 
What does your church do to welcome “guests” on Christmas Eve? How do you 
get the names and addresses of guests on Christmas Eve?  What is your follow up 
plan? How will you contact the guests in January? Do you have a good January 
sermon series? (By the way, most of the folks out there might come to a sermon on 
“making resolutions that count”, “how your life can really be changed,” “what the 
Bible says about weight, exercise, breaking addictions, etc.”  “Epiphany this year” 
or “the baptism of our Lord” probably are great attractors (if those words are used 
and no great connection is made to our world). 
 
Christmas is the best time of year to reach out.  That means designing worship and 
welcome for the guests not the regulars.  It means being willing to understand 
those lovely services as a gift to the community not to those who worship weekly.  
So if God sent the Son as a gift for you, are you willing to plan a gift, a service, a 
welcome and a follow up for guests?  Just a thought!  
 

   Merry Christmas!  Dennis L. Otto 
 

A Word from the District Superintendent 

Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent 
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Birthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and AnniversariesBirthdays and Anniversaries    
 Paul O’Brien – 12/3  Robert Van Natta – 12/15 Don & Mary Lee Henderson – 12/23 

 
Mike Dubbs – 12/4  Peggy Bonsell – 12/15  Monroe & Thelma Shearer – 12/24 
 
Cathy Atchison – 12/7  Nancy Saxe – 12/16  Jack Moyer – 12/26 
    
Shirley Russell – 12/7  Scott Snyder – 12/18  Ann Marie Robertson – 12/29 
 
George Mauk – 12/10  Bill & Kassy Olewiler – 12/21 Dorothy Van Natta – 12/30 
 
Phillip May – 12/11  Kim & Katie Cowher – 12/22 
 
Eleanor O’Brien – 12/12  Sharon Ludrowsky – 12/22 

Annual Conference for 2009 
will be June 4, 5 and 6 

Please put these dates on your calendar 
now so that you remember NOT to schedule 
a wedding on that weekend. The Bishop has 
expressed that she does not want to receive 

requests to be excused from Ordination 
Service to officiate a wedding.   
So block your calendar now! 

Sierra Leone Initiative 

For more than 100 years the Central Pennsylvania Conference has  
had a relationship with the Church in Sierra Leone.   

Christians in that country are in critical need at this time.  We are currently looking 
for churches in Central Pennsylvania to enter into a covenant relationship  

to support to provide pastoral leadership.   
For only $100 a month a covenantal agreement  

will support a pastor in Sierra Leone.   
That covenant may be entered into by a church, cluster or individual.   

For more information or to enter a covenantal agreement call the District Office. 

Please keep the following members of our District family in your prayers: 
• Phyllis Hunter – continuing health concerns, facing additional surgery 
• Our District Pastors during the busy Advent season 

SEASON OF MIRACLES 
At the end of October, we reached a milestone 
of $400,000 in pledges and contributions for 

the Season of Miracles campaign.  In addition, 
we have already paid $200,000 toward our 

building debt.  A Big “Thank You” goes out to 
all of you who have contributed by praying, 

giving, and volunteering for this “Season.  
Please keep us in your prayers and continue to 

give as you are able.   
The Board at Mission Central 
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HUB
 
Monday & Wednesday
1pm
 

Other days by appointment.  
Call Beth Teeter at 932
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   INSURANCE PREMIUMSINSURANCE PREMIUMSINSURANCE PREMIUMSINSURANCE PREMIUMS: 
The local church insurance premiums 
Trustees are advising local churches to budget for a 10% increase.
sent to each church at the end of the year.
 
Please note that flood insurance is not included wit
insurance broker, Engel, Hambright, and Davies, for this coverage.
  

The Altoona District Mission Central HUB is asking that you continue to be in 
prayer regarding the future location of the HUB.  
God continues to lead…may we be open to hearing and seeing.
 

Lord Jesus,

Please forgive me for being so grumpy as I trudge 

through the never-ending tasks set before me this 

holiday season...

My to-do list seems to keep growing with shopping, 

church services, and family gatherings

and I'm running short of time!

Restore the joy of Christmas to my heart . . .

and help me to relax each day and make time for

YOU

my one true Source of Joy         

and the Reason for the Season.

Altoona District Newsletter
 
Altoona District Mission Central HUB
4200 Broad Avenue, Altoona
942-7475 
 

HUB Hours: 

Monday & Wednesday 
1pm-3pm 

Other days by appointment.   
Call Beth Teeter at 932-6955 

The local church insurance premiums for 2009 will not be known until December.
Trustees are advising local churches to budget for a 10% increase.  A new insurance manual will be 
sent to each church at the end of the year. 

Please note that flood insurance is not included with our policy.  Individual churches can contact our 
insurance broker, Engel, Hambright, and Davies, for this coverage. 

Current Needs:
 

 
• Paper 150/200 sheets of spiral 

notebooks with 70 sheets each
 

• Pencil Sharpeners
 

• Cloth Diapers
 

• Hand towels
 

• Nail files or nail clippers

The Altoona District Mission Central HUB is asking that you continue to be in 
prayer regarding the future location of the HUB.   
God continues to lead…may we be open to hearing and seeing.

Lord Jesus, 

Please forgive me for being so grumpy as I trudge 

ending tasks set before me this 

holiday season... 

do list seems to keep growing with shopping, 

church services, and family gatherings--- 

and I'm running short of time! 

Restore the joy of Christmas to my heart . . . 

and help me to relax each day and make time for 

YOU-- 

my one true Source of Joy                                                                 

and the Reason for the Season. 

Altoona District Mission Central HUB 
4200 Broad Avenue, Altoona 

for 2009 will not be known until December.   The Conference 
A new insurance manual will be 

Individual churches can contact our 

Current Needs: 

Paper 150/200 sheets of spiral 
notebooks with 70 sheets each 

Pencil Sharpeners 

Cloth Diapers 

Hand towels 

Nail files or nail clippers 

The Altoona District Mission Central HUB is asking that you continue to be in 

God continues to lead…may we be open to hearing and seeing. 
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What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?What’s happening in the Altoona District Churches?    
 

• Warriors Mark UMC – will host a buffet dinner on Friday, December 5th 4:30pm – 6:30pm.  

The dinner will feature meatloaf, spaghetti with meat sauce, green bean casserole, 
tossed salad, pickled beets, roll, fruit salad and brownies.  Cost: $8.00/Adults, 
$4.00/children age 5-10, Free to children 4 and under.  Warriors Mark UMC is located at 

1840 Centre Line Road in Warriors Mark.  They are handicapped accessible. 
• Trinity – Roaring Spring – will present “A Night in Bethlehem” on Saturday, December 6th 

and Sunday, December 7th, 6pm-8:30pm.  Visit a Jewish Temple, the home of a Rabbi, 
the Marketplace, a rope maker, a Carpenter’s shop, a Jewelry Shop and the Stable.  
The church is located at 434 East Main Street, Roaring Spring. For more information 

please call 224-2815. 
• Hicks-Duncansville will present an evening of Advent music on December 14th.  The 

children’s, handbell, and chancel choirs will present Christmas music that will share the 

spirit of the Advent season.  Special guest artists, David and Jennifer Felty and Gregg 
Brandt will also present special music.  David’s Broadway credits include Les Miserables 

and Civil War.  Gregg is a veteran of Broadway, as well, having appeared in Les 
Miserables and Tale of Two Cities.  The concert will begin at 7pm.  The church is located 
at 1211 Third Avenue, Duncansville.  There will be a reception to meet the artists 

immediately following the concert.  Seating is limited and tickets are $5.00 each.  The 
concert benefits the “Talent Program” of Hicks, a program designed to inspire the 

sharing of God’s gifts to us.  For more information, please contact the church office at 
695-8629. 

• Broad Avenue UMC – will have a used book sale along with a Soup and Bake sale on 

January 17th , 10am-2pm.  The soup will be take out only and the cost will be $4.00 per 
quart.  A variety of soups will be offered.  To donate used books please call 946-9331 

before January 14, 2009.  Broad Avenue UMC is located at 850-29th Street in Altoona. 
 

If you would like to have events from your church published in the  
District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org 

The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis  
due to space availability.  All information must be received before the 20th of each month. 

 

The opportunity is here once again for you, your congregation or any of its members to 
offer a resolution for consideration at the 2009 session of Annual Conference.  
Resolutions are to be clearly printed and sent together with supporting documentation.  
It is preferred that all resolutions be received electronically via email.  You can email 
them to kathykind@juno.com.  If you are unable to email the resolutions, you may mail 
them to: The Board of Church and Society, Rev. Kathy Kind, Chair, 44 West Main 
Street, Lock Haven, PA  17745.  All resolutions must read the board no later than 
January 30, 2009.  Please indicate a contact person should the Board need to contact the 
petitioner for clarification. 
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to this year’s Bishop’s Retreat.  He will be sharing insights on                    

Registration forms are available at the District Office.     
NoNoNoNo registrations accepted after December 15

Great Resource for Pastors and Churches
The complete set of the Faithful Practices
Practices of Fruitful Congregations
excellent resource for churches beginning or w
encourage you to consider purchasing this for use in your congregation.  The set includes 2 
books, curriculum resources and DVD presentations.  This could be an excellent 6 week 
course, or more for a small group 
devotion/training plan for church councils. 
To preview; there is a set available at the Distric t Office.

A Note from the IT department
 
ATTN:  RETIRED PASTORS:
  
CPCPASTORS email 
You are welcome to have a “cpcpastors.org” email  address.
This is totally optional.  This would put you on the list to receive email that 
the conference sends to pastors.  If you are interested please contact 
support@cpcumc.org
717- 766-7441, ext. 3102

Altoona District Newsletter

Be sure to reserve this date
January 19-21, 2009 

Bishop’s Retreat for ClergyBishop’s Retreat for ClergyBishop’s Retreat for ClergyBishop’s Retreat for Clergy
Willow Valley Resort, Lancaster

 
“Telling the Story” with Tex Sample!

 
Tex Sample has authored nine books including his latest,                   

Earthy Mysticism:  Spirituality for Unspiritual People

An elder in the Missouri Conference, Tex will bring depth                  
to this year’s Bishop’s Retreat.  He will be sharing insights on                    

how we as people of “the story” can bring others to faith                       
through the art of storytelling.

Registration forms are available at the District Office.     
registrations accepted after December 15

Great Resource for Pastors and Churches
Faithful Practices based on Robert Schnase’s 

Practices of Fruitful Congregations is on sale for only $100 at Cokesbury.  This is an 
excellent resource for churches beginning or well along in the transformation process.  I 
encourage you to consider purchasing this for use in your congregation.  The set includes 2 
books, curriculum resources and DVD presentations.  This could be an excellent 6 week 
course, or more for a small group or Sunday School class.  It would also be useful as a 
devotion/training plan for church councils.  
To preview; there is a set available at the Distric t Office.  

A Note from the IT department 

ATTN:  RETIRED PASTORS:  

CPCPASTORS email addresses for Retired Pastors:
You are welcome to have a “cpcpastors.org” email  address.
This is totally optional.  This would put you on the list to receive email that 
the conference sends to pastors.  If you are interested please contact 
support@cpcumc.org or call Nate or Larry at the Conference Center at 

7441, ext. 3102 

date: 
 

Bishop’s Retreat for ClergyBishop’s Retreat for ClergyBishop’s Retreat for ClergyBishop’s Retreat for Clergy    
Willow Valley Resort, Lancaster 

“Telling the Story” with Tex Sample! 

Tex Sample has authored nine books including his latest,                   
Earthy Mysticism:  Spirituality for Unspiritual People 

An elder in the Missouri Conference, Tex will bring depth                  
to this year’s Bishop’s Retreat.  He will be sharing insights on                    

how we as people of “the story” can bring others to faith                       
f storytelling. 

Registration forms are available at the District Office.     
registrations accepted after December 15th! 

Great Resource for Pastors and Churches 
based on Robert Schnase’s Five Faithful 

is on sale for only $100 at Cokesbury.  This is an 
ell along in the transformation process.  I 

encourage you to consider purchasing this for use in your congregation.  The set includes 2 
books, curriculum resources and DVD presentations.  This could be an excellent 6 week 

or Sunday School class.  It would also be useful as a 

addresses for Retired Pastors:  
You are welcome to have a “cpcpastors.org” email  address. 
This is totally optional.  This would put you on the list to receive email that 
the conference sends to pastors.  If you are interested please contact 

or call Nate or Larry at the Conference Center at 
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Mission Central 

“Kit’s at Christmas” 

 
Have you started to think about the gift giving season ahead and are you pondering 

exactly what to give to those persons on your list? 
Have you found that frequently people don’t really need more “stuff” – but they do 

appreciate knowing you are thinking of them and how much you care? 
 

Mission Central can offer an alternative to your gift giving traditions that will make a 
difference in several lives at once!  Here is how it works: 

 
• You can give your friends and loved ones a specially designed Mission Central 

Christmas card stating you have purchased an UMCOR Kit or a “Friends in 
Mission” membership in their name.  What could be more heartwarming than 
knowing someone with serious needs will be helped by your thoughtfulness? 

• To order your Mission Central “Kits at Christmas” gift cards, contact the 
District Office for an order form.   

• Orders should be received at Mission Central by December 18th so we can be 
sure you will have them by December 25th.  You have the option of having the 
cards sent to your home or we can mail them directly to your recipients.  Please 
be sure to indicate your preference.  

 
Please consider this wonderful opportunity to give at Christmas! 

 
The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation of Central Pennsylvania,                        

Central PA Conference, UMC 
 

Current Giving Analysis and Seminar 
We are happy to offer you a fresh new perspective of your Church’s giving patterns and 

potential. 
 

The seminar covers stewardship topics such as –  
• Tithing 
• Financial Responsibilities of leadership 
• Defining Stewardship as a Way of Life 
• Plan for Church Stewardship Development 
• Ways to Increase Giving 
• Ways to Increase Attendance 
• Guidelines for Witness Evangelism 
• What your church budget is and isn’t 
• Four-year plan for Stewardship Leaders 
• Trends in Funding Ministry 
• Charting your progress 

Call the Stewardship Foundation Today to schedule your seminar 
800-272-0113 or email Phyllis Bowers at pbowers@cpcumc.org  
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Upcoming Conference Events: 

• January 2-4, 2009 – Register now for the 2009 God’s Calling Event for older high school 
and college age students.  This annual event is for individuals exploring a call to ministry, 
specifically the ordained ministry within the United Methodist Church.  Registration forms 
with instructions are available online for you to download at www.cpcumc.org   This event 
will be held at St. Paul’s UMC in State College.   

• January 19-21, 2009 – Bishop’s Retreat for our Clergy Family at Willow Valley Resort in 
Lancaster.  Tex Sample will be the guest speaker.  His message will be “Telling the Story”  
Registrations are due by December 15th.  Contact the District Office for registration 
information. 

• February 1-4, 2009 – Annual Seminar to the Board of Global Ministries – Cost is $395.  
This will include presentations by representatives of the Board of Global Ministries, a full 
day of church visitations in Manhattan and Brooklyn, Mission opportunities in area 
churches, and others.  Registration forms are available on the Conference website at 
www.cpcumc.org or call Charlie Keller at 717-566-4136. 

• Girls Gathering for God – Overnight retreat, February 6 & 7, Aldersgate UMC, York.  All 
girls ages 7-12 are welcome.  Please contact Flo Waybright at 717-225-5933 for information. 

• Central PA Conference Seminar Trip to General Board of Church and Society – April 26-
29 – Join colleagues and friends for a fun, educational trip to Washington, DC and the 
United Methodist General Board of Church and Society.  Departing from Paxton UMC in 
Harrisburg at 3:30pm on Sunday, April 26.  The cost will be $320 and will include bus 
transportation, lodging at the Hotel Harrington in Washington, and meals and materials at 
GBCS.  Registration is due by March 9, 2009.  Space is limited so register early.  Please 
contact the District Office for a registration form or contact Pastor Mark Reisinger at                    
717-766-3282.   

Grant Applications for Central Pennsylvania Conference 
Health Related Ministries are now being accepted. 

 
These requests will be for the year 2009.  The deadline for 

completed applications is February 27, 2009.  
 

Please contact the Altoona District Office                                      
for an application. 
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OBERAMMERGAUOBERAMMERGAUOBERAMMERGAUOBERAMMERGAU    
 

 Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for 

centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and a 

crucified Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see! 

 

 Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made 

to God when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s 

benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 

 

 We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others 

from the Central PA Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; Salzburg – so 

laden with musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed Brenner Pass into 

Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into Germany’s Alps for castles, 

churches, and breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion Play, too! 

 

 You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and 

you can invite your congregation to join you.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing 

experience.  Call or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  And don’t wait, the play occurs 

every ten years! 

 Email  dotto@cpcumc.org or call – We’ll be glad to share details and recruiting tips! 

    

      Dennis & Mona Otto 

How Safe is Your Church?  
 
Safe Sanctuaries is also about providing safe buildings and activities for our children, 
youth and adults.  Discovery Place has an excellent resource; Safety & Inspection 
Checklists for Churches & Schools, which provides checklists to assist churches in 
conducting safety inspections.  The checklists provided in this book can help churches to 
address safety concerns and needs.  Topics include: 
 
Inspection Checklists for Building and Grounds: 

1. Building maintenance and accident prevention 
2. Fire prevention and control 
3. Reducing risks associated with cold weather 
4. Crime prevention 
5. Safeguarding facilities for infants and toddlers 
6. Safeguarding playgrounds 
7. Recreational facilities and equipment  
8. Reducing risks associated with natural perils 

Safety Checklists for Activities: 

1. Recreational activities 
2. Transportation and travel 
3. Work days and construction projects 
4. Reducing work related injuries ergonomically 

 
Call or email Discovery Place (800-682-2615) or discovery@cpcumc.org to borrow our 
copy or order your own at http://store.churchlawtodaystore.com/cosesaandinc.html 
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• December 3 – Cluster Leaders Luncheon at Traditions

• December 5 – District Supportive Fellowship Christmas party at Slicks Ivy Stone

• December 10-12 – Cabinet meetings

• December 24-26 – Office Closed

• December 31-January 2

 

If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call:

Altoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District Office
1228 A Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA  16602

(814) 942

(814) 

800

 

Dennis Otto – District Superintendent    

Mary Schnaubelt – Admin. Assistant      
 

Monday Monday Monday Monday 

8:30am8:30am8:30am8:30am
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Dennis’s Calendar 

December 

Cluster Leaders Luncheon at Traditions 

District Supportive Fellowship Christmas party at Slicks Ivy Stone

Cabinet meetings 

Office Closed 

January 2- Office Closed 

If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call:

(814) 942-9220 Office 

(814) 696-2901  Home 

(570) 971-3132 Cell 

Altoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District OfficeAltoona District Office    
1228 A Pleasant Valley Blvd. 

Altoona, PA  16602 

(814) 942-9220 office 

(814) 942-9250 fax 

800-842-5923 toll free 

District Superintendent    dotto@cpcumc.org 

Admin. Assistant      marys@cpcumc.org 

Office hours:Office hours:Office hours:Office hours:    

Monday Monday Monday Monday ––––    ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday    

8:30am8:30am8:30am8:30am----1:30pm1:30pm1:30pm1:30pm    

 

District Supportive Fellowship Christmas party at Slicks Ivy Stone 

If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call: 


