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Altoona District Newsletter

Dennis L. Otto, District Superintendent

How are we doing at making disciples of Jesus Christ?

The mission Jesus gave to the Church is to make disciples. This has been reclaimed
by the United Methodist Church in recent years, but what about your congregation?
Is the congregation to which you belong making disciples?

You might respond by saying what you are doing; making candy, sandwiches or
having suppers or better, making health kits or giving to mission, or perhaps having
Sunday school, Vacation Bible School and Disciple classes. At least the last part of
the list is toward the target. But those responses do not answer the question.

Are people who do not know Jesus Christ as Lord coming to a saving knowledge of
him? Are people who do know Jesus as Lord growing in their spiritual life? (Are
they growing in their worship, study and love of God and also reaching out in love
toward others while working for justice in the world?) How do we know? If more
people are coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus they will profess their faith and
worship so we will see churches with many professions of faith and more people in
worship this year than last year. If people who are followers of Jesus are growing in
discipleship one of the primary indicators of spiritual maturity is bringing others to
Christ so again these will be reflected in some of the numbers that we report
annually.

In the Altoona District there are currently 90 churches. Between 2007 and 2008 -
25 of them grew in worship attendance (28%), 44 decreased (49%) and 21 did not
change. In the years 2006 — 2008 respectively, 56, 49, and 50 churches had no
professions of faith. Each year well over 50% of the churches in the district had not
a single person who professed Jesus as Lord. Twenty-seven churches (30%) had no
professions of faith in 3 years. The overall attendance during the three year period
decreased more than 100 people (1.6%).

There are several signs of hope:

» Attendance went up 0.6% in the district from 2007 to 2008

» If we can get 10 churches to move from decreasing to increasing a majority
of churches will be growing!

» Three congregations have begun renewal through the Matthew 28 initiative
and others are ready to begin next year.

* Nearly one hundred people attended the Small Church Initiative with Dr.
Parks.

* It does not take expensive programs to help people follow Jesus. It only
takes people who love the Lord and love others and are willing to share how
God has touched them

» We are a resurrection people. Our faith is built on the fact that God brought
life out of death. If God can do this with us as individuals, God can surely
do this with our congregations.

» This Easter, celebrate not only the resurrection of Christ from the dead but
the promise God can bring life out of death, in us and our congregation!

In Christ’s Service, Dennis L. Otto




April Birthdays and Anniversaries

Donna Vaux — 4/3 Duane & Brenda Coy — 4/19 George Clippinger — 4/26
Art Shotts — 4/3 Rich Morris — 4/19 Dean Walrath — 4/26
o ¢ Almon Baird — 4/6 Thelma Shearer — 4/21 Scott & Jennifer
2o ) Parks-Snyder — 4/26
-/")7 Kenneth Vaux — 4/7 Jeff & Jan Welsch — 4/21
Q?_f/ Scott Snyder — 4/26
* Thomas Whitfield — 4/7 Richard Shildt — 4/24

Linda Bequeath — 4/27

Delores Colpetzer — 4/12 Wayne Richards — 4/25
Suzanne & Jake

Joanne Dugan — 4/17 Michele Somerville — 4/25 Detterline — 4-27

Fastor Fragcr Farl:ncr st for APril
Please take a moment and remember these pastors
and their congregations in prayer.

APril 5th ~Dean Walratl—l and the Newton Hamilton Cl—large

April 12"~ | uvania Renninger and [Huntingdon 12" Street/fJope

April 19"~ George Clippinger and Breczewood/Wesley Chapel

April 26" ~ Mike Dubbs and Mt. Union Allenport,”
Shirleysburg/Singers Gap

Reqistration for the 2009 Annual Conference: WWW.Cpcumc.org

** Noon on March 31st through midnight on May 1 ** Registration fee is $85.00 **
Contact Kristin Sample ksample@cpcumc.org, or Shirley Sowers ssowers@cpcumc.org
with questions. Annual Conference is June 4, 5, 6, 2009.
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“Broadcasting Seeds of
Hope in Central PA”




Altoona District Mission Central HUB
1738 North Branch Avenue, Altoona

Current Needs:

HUB Hours:
Monday & Wednesday | %rg;il :&'{:Sggli(s (;I?(;rsheets each or
1pm-3pm PEL
Other days by » Sleepers (infants)
appointment. . : .
Call Beth Teeter Blunt tipped scissors
at 932-6955 » Handiwipes (reusable cleaning towels)
Thank you to everyone who donated jeans for our quilt . Garbage Bags
project. We will notify you in the future if more are
needed. We now need twin flat sheets to use as a * Nail Files
backing for the quilts. Please drop off your donations
Mondays & Wednesdays, lpm — 3pm. Thank you! « Combs

HARRISBURG DISTRICT URBAN WORK CAMP
Be a Volunteer in Mission in Central PA

Sunday, July 12 - Friday, July 17, 2009
Sunday, August 2 - Friday, August 7, 2009

How can you help? We need volunteers to come for either or both of these weeks who have a willing
spirit and time and talent to share. Individuals should have completed 6th grade in school, all ages beyond
this are acceptable.

Other ways to help: We invite individuals or congregations to make donations for building materials
to the District Project or consider purchasing gift cards at LOWE’S or HOME DEPOT for whatever amount you
can afford that we may use for materials. We will need congregations to supply bag lunches and to supply
snacks for morning and afternoon breaks. Additionally we need individuals willing to go for supplies and
individuals with first aid or nurse’s training to be available daily. Do not let age be a hindrance, there is work
for everyone.

We encourage all volunteers to lodge with our teams in local churches to assist in team building. The
cost for each week is $75 per person with lodging, $30 per person if you are commuting. Please complete a
registration form (available at your District Office) and return it with your payment as soon as possible to
facilitate accommodations and work schedules. Last day to register is May 1st.

Teacher Training Event Leadership by:
Mary Jane Pierce-Norton

and Carol Krau

The Conference Connectional Ministries is sponsoring a
conference-wide teacher training event,

This training is for teachers of children, youth or adults.

Contact the District Office for registration information.
' "




What's happening in the Altoona District Churches?

« Second Avenue UMC - 130- 2" Street, Altoona will hold free Lenten luncheons every
Wednesday, thru April 8". Lunch will be served 12pm — 12:30pm. A free concert will
follow each week 12:30pm — 1pm. Everyone is welcome.

If you would like to have events from your church published in the
District Newsletter please email information to Mary at marys@cpcumc.org

The requests will be posted on a first come first served basis
due to space availability. All information must be received before the 20" of each month.

Bishop's Confirmation Rallys in April

Bring youy church’s confirmation class out for the day to meet Bishop Middleton.
Get your picture with the Bishop, ask the Bishop questions and participate in some
fun, inactive workshops. There are two different Saturdag s to choose from:

April 18 at St. Paul’s UMC in State College
and April 23t at Calvary UMC in Harrisburs,
Download the ﬂger at http: / tiny url.com/ cktget.
Or contact Warren Bevacqua at warren@cpcumc.org

Dear Colleagues in Ministry;

A recent conference mailing included registration information for Schools of Christian Mission
to be held at Bucknell University in Lewisburg from July 16t through the 19th. The themes for this
years classes are Food and Faith (the Spiritual Growth Study) and the Geographic Study is on the
Sudan. Plus there will be a mini-session on last year’s class Native American Survival.

Schools of Christian Mission is a great way to learn about the work of the United Methodist
Women in mission around the world. But did you know that it is also a great way to earn continuing
education units? The food at Bucknell is good and healthy with lots of sweet selections as well. And
the dorms and classrooms are air-conditioned.

But I am writing to you especially to promote Youth School. Did you know that School of
Christian Mission also includes Children’s School (for children of attendees) and Youth School (7th
grade thru 12t grade.) Each year both youth and adults participate in hands on mission projects, in
addition to classroom learning. One of the mission projects last year was the Tracy Ogden Walk. They
earned enough money to provide full scholarships this year for 4 children and 4 youth. So, if you
have youth who would like to participate but don’t think they can afford to, check out the scholarship
information included in the brochure.

Youth School (YSOCM) includes 2 hours of classroom time each day, plus swimming, games,
video scavenger hunt, (did I say air-conditioning?), hands on mission projects, small group Bible
study, talent show, dance, music, worship and more. If you have questions about youth school, I will
be glad to answer them. Please promote this opportunity for faith formation and mission education
with your youth. Michele Somerville, Youth School Dean ’09 —’10 — Bald Eagle Parish 684-0179.




IMPORTANT INSURANCE

Worker’s Compensation Insurance Notice

INFORMATION

Fg H
The insurance carrier for the CPCUMC %
program, Ohio Casualty performs loss
control inspections of all church properties 2

approximately every three years. &

Please be advised that Ohio Casualty has
arranged to have some of these
inspections performed through a
contracted vendor, ISI Insurance Services.
IS| Representatives may be contacting the
churches directly to schedule
appointments for these inspections.

Edward J. Eshleman, CPCU Account Exec /
800-627-3732, Ext. 223
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IN DEFENSE OF CREATION

Join Bishop Middleton for an open discussion around
issues threatening God'’s good creation.

Topics to be covered:
» Pandemic poverty and disease
» Ecological degradation
* War and peace

Join other United Methodists in Central PA in assisting our
United Methodist Bishops as they prepare a document addressing
these important issues. Let your voice be heard!

Two opportunities to participate:

Camp Hill United Methodist Church
Saturday, May 9, 2009; 9am-Noon

Pine Street United Methodist Church, Williamsport
Saturday, May 16, 2009; 9am-Noon

For more information contact:
Pastor Mark Reisinger

Peace With Justice Coordinator
Central Pennsylvania Conference
markreisinger@cpcpastors.org

When Pastors and their
families need help:
Healthflex Benefit

Pastors, their spouses, and
dependents who are covered
by Healthflex are 100%
covered for 8 pre-certified
counseling visits. To receive
this benefit, the pastor or
family member should call
United Behavioral Health at
1-800-788-5614 and ask for a
referral. This is completely
confidential.

Blair Concert Chorale
Saturday, April 18, 2009
8:00pm

Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament, Altoona
$12 Adults
$6 Students

Come enjoy an
Evening of Sacred Classics




One correction was made to this schedule.
Please print and post at your church office.

ALTOONA DISTRICT REPORTS SCHEDULE:
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Travcl with bishop Middleton on the | ands of the Biblc Cruise

On November 11, 2009, we will depart for an unforgettable “Lands of the Bible Cruise”
aboard the ship mv Cristal. This 12 day trip will help you experience the life and times of
both the Old and New Testaments. The scriptures will come alive in a new way as you visit
Corinth and Ephesus where Paul spread the gospel message; as you see the holy places of
Jerusalem and Bethlehem; and as you spend time on the Sea of Galilee.

Register online at www.eo.travelwithus.com

Maud K. Jensen/Karen E. Layman
Scholarship for Women Seminarians

Applications are now being received for the Maud
K. Jensen/Karen E. Layman Scholarship for women
seminarians from the Central PA Conference.
Named for kindred spirits in ministry, the
scholarship is offered to candidates for ministry
who exemplify the commitments of Dr. Jensen
and Dr. Layman.

Consideration is open to any woman whois a
certified candidate for ministry and enrolled in
seminary with a GPA of at least 3.0. Please apply
by letter indicating these credentials as well as a
statement reflecting your present understanding of
the call to ministry, articulation of personal gifts
and graces, and a statement of how you have been
and will be supportive to the community of women
in ministry.

Letters of application with seminary transcript may
be sent to Rev. Joanne M. Link, 4556 Ethel Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17109
Deadline is April 20, 2009.

Chi Rho
%A\ | Singers

Thursday, April 23™ 7:00pm

Juniata United Methodist

808 N. 4™ Street, Altoona

The Chi Rho Singers,
the Pastor’s Choir of Central PA

Conference will join with the
Western PA Conference
Minister’s choir in a joint concert
of Christian music.

This concert will feature up to
60 choir members singing a
variety of styles and types of

Christian music.
The concert is open
to the public.

A free will offering
will be taken.




OBERAMMERGAU

Imagine...high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for
centuries, complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and
a crucified Jesus...how can that be? Come and see!

Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to
God when their village was threatened by the plague. It is to God’s glory and the world’s
benefit that such a promise is faithfully kept. Won’t you come and see?

We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau. Join us and others
from the Central Pennsylvania Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol;
Salzburg — so laden with musical history, palaces, and churches! We'll go through famed
Brenner Pass into Italy for more landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into
Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and breathtaking sights. All this, and the Passion
Play too! Cost for the entire eight days, including flight, hotels and most meals begins at
$2,798. The Price for a play ticket, for the all day long passion play offered only once
every 10 years, is about $298.

You are invited to join us. If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and
you can invite your congregation to join you! If you are not a pastor and your pastor has
not announced that he/she intends to go call us directly at the District Office 814 942-
9220 or at home 814 696-2901. It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience. Call
or write soon. Tickets to the play are limited. And don’t wait, the play occurs only
every ten years! Email or call — we will be glad to share details and recruiting tips!

Dennis & Mona Otto

Mount Asbury Retreat Center

“Seeing God at Eye Level”

April 17-19 or June 15-17, 2009
Cost - $215

In this retreat, our time together will not be about improving our photographic skills, but using
photography as a way of seeing the world in a different light. Photography can call us to a deeper
intimacy with God'’s creation as we learn to slow down and stop, to pay attention, to be patient, to
focus our eyes on the world in a new way. Photography is about the present moment, balance,
finding oneness with all creatures, with life, with scenery, and with God.

This retreat is open to anyone who is interested in learning how to connect photography with your
spiritual life. Cameras are not required, but will enhance the experience.

Contact the District Office for registration information.




Special Offering announced for Annual Conference

Memorial Service — Nothing But Nets is a grassroots campaign to save lives by preventing
malaria, a leading killer of children in Africa. The people of the United Methodist Church have
been working with the Nothing But Nets partners to help stop a deadly this deadly disease. In
sub-Saharan Africa, a child dies every 30 seconds from this preventable disease. Just $10
buys a bed net, distributes it to a family and provides education on how to use it. By
answering Jesus’ call to “minister to the least of these who are members of our family,” we can
beat this awful disease and save future generations. So give a child the opportunity to live a
life of health and happiness. Pray. Communicate the need. Buy a bed net. And save a life.

Ministry Celebration — The Cup of Water Fund is used by the Cabinet in support of Lay
families who are facing financial hardships. In 2008, 20 grants were issued ranging from $175
- $3500.

Service of Ordination — Mission Central is the Distribution Center Ministry of the Central
Pennsylvania Conference which provided logistical support to over 220 local, national, and
global ministries. Mission Central gathers, stores, and ships humanitarian supplies for their
ministry partners. Mission Central’s approximate $300,000 annual budget is funded 100% by
charitable giving.

Dennis’s Calendar
April 1 —12pm Lenten luncheon at Wehnwood UMC
April 2—-10am Round Table at Panera Bread
April 10 — District Office Closed (Good Friday)
April 13 — District Office Closed
April 14 —12pm District Supportive Fellowship Officers meeting
April 15-17 — Cabinet Meeting
April 21 — Cabinet Discernment Day with Bishop Lyght
April 21 — Matthew 28 mentors gathering at Faith Woodbury
April 22 — 10am District Lay Speaking Committee meeting
April 22 —12pm Cluster Leaders Luncheon at The Dream
April 28 — 29 — Cabinet Meeting
If you need to contact District Superintendent, Dennis Otto, please call;
(814) 942-9220 Office

(814) 696-2901 Home
(570) 971-3132 Cell




