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Rise! Shine! Glorify God!
“Together We Achieve the Extraordinary”

Volume 2009-3 Montgomery-Opelika District September, 2009

District Annual Day — September 20", 2-4 pm at Troy First UMC
On September 20, pack a snack, your UMCOR School Kits and carpool to Troy for Annual Day as soon as your
church service is over. Registration starts at 1:30 pm. A jammed-packed program begins at 2:00 pm, followed by
refreshments and fellowship. Units will receive recognition for participation in Mission Today, Mission Giving,
The UMW Reading Program and Mission Studies. Troy First UMC is in downtown at 213 N. Three Notch Street
(US Hwy 29). See you there.

Officer Update — November 15, 2009, 2-4 pm CT — Aldersgate UMC, Montgomery
If you are a UMW officer in your local Unit or Circle, plan to join us for a District-wide Officer Update. A time
for sharing, learning and planning will help you prepare for 2010. Units have shared accomplishments and
projects completed in 2009. Many of these works of mission will be highlighted. Each President is asked to
select two projects completed that were the most meaningful or touching to all involved. For instance, the UMW
Unit at Aldersgate planned and executed a program and luncheon entitled: 140™ Anniversary Celebration of
UMW; sent phone cards to overseas troops; made lap quilts for seniors; and formed two new UMW Circles, to
name a few of their accomplishments.

At Officer Update, Unit Treasurers will have an opportunity to attend a training session with District Treasurer,
Patsy Vincent. Nellie Sue Helms, District Resources Coordinator, will have available a display of new 2010
Resources Materials for purchase. Come and share with officers throughout the District.

Directions to Aldersgate UMC, 6610 Vaughn Road, Montgomery, AL. From East of Montgomery: On I85S,
take AL 271/Taylor Road exit (Exit 9), turn LEFT on Taylor Road; go about 1.8 miles; turn RIGHT on Vaughn
Road; go about 1.4 miles. Aldersgate UMC in on your left.

From South of Montgomery: Coming into Montgomery on US231, turn right on Taylor Road; go about 3.2 miles;
turn LEFT on Vaughn Road; go about 1.4 miles. Aldersgate UMC is on your left.

News Briefs

e New Unit/New Circles in 2009 — Montgomery-Opelika District has one new Unit and three New Circles.
Each will be recognized at District Annual Day. Make them feel welcome:
New Unit at Luverne UMC
Two New Circles at Aldersgate UMC — Hannah Circle and Women Working For God
New Circle at Trinity-Opelika UMC — Esther Circle

e Pensacola First UMC is the location of Tapestry—Weaving the Threads of Grace. February 26-27, 2010.
The featured speaker will be Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Senior Pastor of Gallaway Memorial UMC in Jackson,
Mississippi. More information to come.

¢ A Note to Unit Secretaries! --Barbara Lane is the Directory Secretary. By October 15 please send her your
listing of officers. If you do not elect new officers until January, send her a listing of your current ones,
including email address. Barbara Lane, 1501 Hunter St, Tuskegee, AL 36083. Email: Iblane54@aol.com



Sudan Mission Study

The Beauty and Courage of Sudan Mission Study — The Auburn UMW Unit invites UMW members
throughout the District to participate in a Mission Study on Sudan: November 1 and November 8, 4-6 pm CT
each Sunday night at Auburn UMC in Fellowship Hall of the Epworth Center. Registration and check-in
begins at 3:30 pm. Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served during the break. Ruth Gynther of Auburn will lead
the Study. Ruth taught this study at Cooperative School of Mission in July at Blue Lake. Take advantage of
this opportunity!

President’s Notes

Thank you for responding with enthusiasm when preparing School Kits for UMCOR. This UMW project is
truly global, as children around the world will receive the kits. Thank you also for collecting Pennies for
Mission. At Conference Annual Day all of our District collections will be presented. If your Unit has not sent
your Pennies for Mission bring to Annual Day at Troy or send to Patsy Vincent, District Treasurer, by
October 15". She prefers you turn the coins into bills or a check.

The District Team looks forward to seeing you at Annual Day on September 20" at Troy UMC and Officer
Update at Aldersgate UMC, Montgomery on November 15". See the Calendar within this Newsletter for
more opportunities.

Our two-year Focus on Public Education is off to a good start, and will be emphasized at Annual Day. In
2010 our focus will be hands-on involvement in local school or after-school programs. Watch for the
Education Goals and Ideas Sheet at Annual Day. It is a compilation of possible goals and projects you or your
Unit can achieve during 2010.

Betty Letlow, a UMW member at Opelika First, has been representing the District UMW at District CORE
Team meeting led by District Superintendent Ron Ball. Betty is encouraging all of us to reach out to the
churches within our District that do not have an active UMW Unit. We can reach out, inviting neighboring
churches to participate in functions and mission programs we are coordinating. We can be a role model
through our UMW mission work within the community. When others see your light shining for UMW
actions can speak louder than words. Thank you for your dedicated work.

Flavin Glover, President
Montgomery-Opelika District

Tuskegee Institute has a New Re-established Wesley Foundation

Rev. Julius Wardley, Director of Tuskegee Wesley Foundation, is leading the group of Wesley Foundation
students in areas of mission, discipleship, worship, fellowship, outreach and social justice. Montgomery-Opelika
District is answering a request to assist in tangible ways such as periodically preparing supper for the Bible Study
group and packing “We Care Kits” for students to receive before exams. As importantly, Rev. Wardley has asked
UM Women to pray for the newly established Wesley Foundation. Learn more about the new Foundation on the
website: www.tuwesley.org. Watch for more details at Annual Day and Leadership Update regarding how your
Unit or Circle can get involved with the Tuskegee students at Wesley Foundation.




Annual Day — October 30-31, 2009
Blue Lake Assembly, Andalusia, AL
Come to the Table to Nurture, to Serve and to Share
Guest Speaker: Rev. Nancy Hornsby, Birmingham, AL
Friday Check-in: 4 pm in the Atrium. Dinner: 5:00 pm. Officer Update: 6:00pm
Saturday Check-in begins at 8:30 am in the gym

Saturday, October 31 will be a day filled with inspiration, recognition and interaction. Rev. Nancy Hornsby, a minister at
Birmingham First UMC, is known for her thought-provoking messages that are relevant to the times.

This year, Officer Update is scheduled for Friday, October 30", beginning with dinner at 5 pm. All District Officers are
expected to attend, if at all possible. The meetings are open to UMW members who might be interested in holding an office
on local, district or conference levels. You will have an opportunity to see and learn about the duties of an office and build
helpful skills to enable you as a potential leader.

Districts will bring the Pennies for Mission offering to be pooled together for Gift to Missions. The color of Montgomery-
Opelika District is orange. Plan to join members of the District who will follow the orange footprints to our District seating
area in the gym on Saturday morning.

Within the Newsletter are an Annual Day Registration Form and a Health Information Form. Feel free to copy the forms for
other in your Unit. Hope to see you at Blue Lake.

2010 District Day Apart Will Come Early!
Mark your new calendar for the District Day Apart
January 30, 2010, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm CT at Watoola UMC in Opelika

During the year of emphasis on Food and Faith, Rev. Libba Stinson, pastor at Grace UMC, Auburn, will bring us an
inspiring message within the theme of Food for the Soul. A Memorial Service will pay tribute to our UMW members lost to
death during 2009, followed by a Communion Service.

At 11:30 am, with conclusion of the Day Apart Service, we will adjourn to Watoola’s Fellowship Hall for a soup and
cornbread lunch (featuring Jane Walker’s Beef-Vegetable Soup recipe). Come to the table!

' TWO CENTS WORTH FROM THE DISTRICT TREASURER !
. **  Thanks for your support for Pennies for Missions. We will collect them at District Annual Day and lots of |
good things will come from your effort. '
**  Keep in mind that we are striving to meet our Mission Giving goal for 2009. Keep sending in your
pledges !! !
**  The Gift to Mission and Gift in Memory cards will be available at District Annual Day. Come prepared to
choose some for you or your unit. They are great for remembering those special to you. '
**  Please make all checks payable to Montgomery Opelika District UMW

Patsy Vincent, District Treasurer

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Program Resources Support UMW PURPOSE

Be sure to visit the Program Resources table to find materials that support our UMW PURPOSE. Books and
magazines and pamphlets help members learn more about our mission work locally and globally.

Congratulations to the ladies who have completed the Reading Program plans for the year. After reading at least
four selected books that represent Education for Mission, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual
Growth, these avid readers will receive a Certificate of Recognition at our Annual Day at Troy UMC, September
20. A list of names will be published in the next issue of THE VOICE.

New program books and prayer calendars are not available at this time. Look for them at the Conference Annual
Day at Blue Lake and the District Officer Update for Units at Aldersgate. They will also be on display at the
District Day Apart in January at Watoola. Reading books will be on sale on Program Resource tables at all
meetings.

Personal note: My term as District Secretary of Program Resource ends this year. | have enjoyed getting to know
many new UMW friends and visiting different churches. We will continue to be sisters in Christ as we strive to
serve our Lord in the UMW fellowship.

Nellie Sue Helms, District Secretary of Program Resources

United Methodist Women Launches Assembly 2010
Faith « Hope * Love in Action

On April 30-May 2, in St. Louis, MO, a broad and diverse gathering of women will convene Assembly 2010 —a
three-day conference hosted by United Methodist Women celebrating and empowering women of faith in mission
for women, children, and youth. Assembly 2010 will build a constituency capable of generating bold action
across the globe.

Inspired by faith and activated by justice, Assembly 2010 is a movement of women from all walks of life. Women
will come together as one body to worship, fellowship with each other, and also to address and act upon issues
affecting women, children and youth. This event represents one of the largest and most diverse groups of women
of faith from the largest denominational faith organization for women, United Methodist Women.

The theme of Faith-Hope - Love in Action includes a vision statement and scripture passage (Colossians 1:3-6)
guiding the collective vision for Assembly 2010:

As United Methodist Women who are disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to share...

Faith: Belief in the promise of a new heaven and a new earth.

Hope: Expectation of needs met for all.

Love: Sisterhood of grace and our embodiment of justice

In Action: Fulfillment of Faith. Hope. Love in the name of Jesus Christ.



REGISTRATION INFORMATION
ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
37th ANNUAL MEETING
District Officers Update—OCTOBER 30, 2009
Annual Day-OCTOBER 31, 2009

“COME TO THE TABLE
TO NURTURE, TO SERVE, AND TO SHARE”

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

e Every United Methodist Woman

e Each Unit has ONE voting delegate and MUST pre-register
e Bishop, District Superintendents, and Pastors

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING THIS FORM!
Roommates MUST register together. Full payment MUST accompany registration.
You may select one roommate. Linwood Wing on first come first served basis.
Conference and District Officers and Voting Delegates must pay $5.00 registration fee only ($10.00 to stay in
Linwood).
Registration deadline is October 16, 2009. No reqgistration will be accepted on the day of the event.

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST PRE-REGISTER. Each person MUST use a separate registration form. Duplicate
this form as needed. Friday check-in begins at 4:00 P.M. in the Atrium. Dinner is at 5:00 P.M. Saturday check-
in is at the Gym beginning at 8:30 A.M. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO Blue Lake. Mail Registration form
and check to: Lisa Smith, Registrar

Blue Lake Assembly

8500 Oakwood Lane

Andalusia, Alabama 36420

Phone: 334-222-5407

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME: Phone:
ADDRESS City State Zip
Church E-Mail Address:

Voting Local Delegate: yes () no ()
Which UMW Office do you hold:
Delegate : Local Unit District Conference

Handicap Downstairs room needed First time at Blue Lake

STATE NAME OF YOUR DISTRICT

ROOMMATE:

All fees include the $5.00 registration fee:
Friday night and Saturday (double) Oakwood $55.00, Linwood $60.00
Saturday only (includes lunch) $13.00

Total Enclosed:

PLEASE COMPLETE THE HEALTH INFORMATION FORM ON THE BACK OF THIS REGISTRATION FORM.



ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
HEALTH INFORMATION

Please Return This Form with Your Registration

Please bring your medical insurance card in case of illness or emergency.

Name
Address
Telephone Number

List all medications you are currently taking and the prescribing physician

Where could medical personnel locate this medication during the sessions?

Specials Needs — Please specify

My physician is

Telephone Number is: (day) (night)

Insurance Company

Policy Number

Name of nearest relative Phone number(s)

Please select one:

____ | hereby give my permission for qualified medical personnel to provide any emergency medical care which they may
deem necessary. | hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, The AL-WFL Conference, The
United Methodist Church, and/or Blue Lake for any act or failure to act during a medical emergency.

___lwaive any necessary medical care and hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-
WEFL Conference, The United Methodist Church, and/or Blue Lake for any act or failure to act during a medical

emergency.

Signature

Witness

Date




News from Units in our Distric

United Methodist Women at First United Methodist Church, Opelika, sponsored a church - wide Food Drive during the month
of June, 2009. This idea was an outgrowth of our April UMW program on Food Insecurity. Our collections, both monetary and
food items were directed to the Food Bank of East Alabama for distribution as needed.

Much planning and advertising was done to try and make this effort a success. All members of UMW participated in various
ways. On June 30 Mrs. Martha Frapel, Director of the East Alabama Food Bank came to the church to accept our donations.
Mr. Bobby Jarvis came with the Food Bank truck to pick up the food items. We were able to present a check for $4004.25 plus
1,340 pounds of non-perishable food.

Our United Methodist Women are still reeling at the success of this mission effort. Our church family responded very
graciously to our request and we have given our thanks to them.

The UMW of Trinity UMC in Opelika has a busy fall schedule:

October 31st - The UMW Bake Sale held in conjunction with the Trinity Men's Chili
Cook-Off and the Children's Fall Festival

December 7th - Trinity UMW Ladies' Christmas Banquet, tickets will go on sale in
early November

December 12th- Trinity UMC will be open for the Victorian Walking Tour. The
UMW will serve as church hostesses, greeting visitors and serving
hot chocolate, wassail, and cookies.



2009-10 Montgomery-Opelika District UMW Calendar

Date/Time Event Location
Sep. 20, Q n 2ppm CT District Annual Day Troy First UMC
Oct. 30-31, 2009 Conference Officer Update and Annual Day Blue Lake Assembly
Nov. 15, 2009 Officer Updatecfor Unit Officers, Circle Chairs and Aldersgate UMC,
(2:00 - 4:00 pm CT) those interested in UMW Montgomery
Jan. 11, 2010 Deadline for Winter Issue of THE VOICEC send to

blydeoa SYIAf I RRNBaa

Jan. 22-23, 2010

COSROW Retreat

Blue Lake Assembly

Jan. 30, 2010

District Day Apart ¢ lunch provided
Featured speaker: Rev Libba Stinson

Watoola UMC
Opelika

February 26-27, 2010

Tapestryt Weaving the Threads of Grace
Featured speaker: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton

Pensacola UMC,
Pensacola, FL

March 26-28, 2010

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat

Blue Lake Assembly

July 23-24, 2010

Cooperative School of Mission

Blue Lake Assembly

August, 2010

District Mission Study

TBA

Sept. 19, 2010

District Annual Day

Grace UMC, Auburn

October 22-23, 2010

Officer Update and Annual Day

Blue Lake Assembly

Nov., 2010

Officer Updatecfor Unit Officers, Circle Chairs and
those interested in UMW

TBA

If your Unit would like to submit information for our District UMW Newsletter, THE VOICE —
send information to Nancy McClendon (nancy.mcclendon@alacourt.gov) by January 11, 2010 for
Winter Issue. You can also mail your submissions to the Editor: Nancy McClendon, 4660 Lee
Road 11, Opelika, AL 36804
To access the M-O District webpage go to: www.gbgm-umc.org/MontgomeryOpelikaDistUMW
On the District webpage you can find back issues of THE VOICE, updated calendar, and
photographs of various District Events and UMW Unit activities. Check it out!!!




