
 

 

 

Business  Name  

 

2009 Schedule 

 

Aug 15   Mission Sampler 

    at  Blountstown 

 

Sep 19   District Annual  

               Day at 

               Port St. Joe 

 

Oct 2     Conf. Executive  

  -3          Meeting ,Blue   

                Lake 

 

Oct 30   District Officer 

   Leadership Up- 

              Date 

 

AND 

 

Oct 31   Annual Day both  

               at Blue Lake 
 

   

 

 

 Greetings to you all!  

 The year is racing by, 

and we are preparing 

for our end of the year 

activities.   A group of 

us were together this 

past weekend at Blue 

Lake for the School of 

Christian Mission, and 

we had a wonderful 

time together.  The 

studies were enlighten-

ing and interesting.  I 

hope that you will all 

make an effort to attend 

the Mission Sampler 

Aug. 15, in Blounts-

town, to get a taste of 

what they will be 

like.  Blountstown 

UMW  and Sneads 

UMW are co-hosting 

the event, and I know 

they will make it a 

happy time for all of 

us. 

   District Annual Day 

will be held September 

19 at Port St Joe.Please 

make every effort to 

attend.  That will be a 

day for us to look back 

at what we have ac-

complished, and to 

look forward to what 

we have planned.  Sat-

urday, October 31, will 

be Conference Annual 

Day at Blue Lake.  I 

really hope that even 

more of us can attend 

this year.  Get together 

with close units and 

travel together, if possi-

ble.  It will make it 

even more fun.  The 

thing I like best about 

our district is that we 

are truly becoming 

friends who enjoy each 

other, and not just fel-

low UMW members. 

   I seem to be filling 

this greeting with a list 

of "to-dos, but I just 

want us to remember 

all of the things we are 

doing.  

   Don't forget your 

Pennies for Mis-

sion.  This year all of 

the districts will have 

standard feet with $25 

per foot, so be sure and 

get your amounts in to 

Suzy Thompson so we 

can get the right num-

ber of feet made. 

   There are various 

forms each Unit is re-

quired to complete and 

mail to your specific 

district counterpart by 

the due dates.  Annual 

Day accuracy depends 

on the information you 

reported on your com-

pleted forms.  

   Now that summer is 

almost over, we are 

going to hit the ground 

running with all of the 

activities that make 

UMW such a wonder-

ful organization.  I feel 

fortunate to be a part of 

this district and to en-

joy the fellowship we 

have.  I am looking for-

ward to seeing all of 

you at Blountstown 

UMC on August 15th. 

In Christ's love,  

Martha Sanborn 

District President 
  

November 2007     

 

 August2009    

Winn Marsh,  Editor 

WinnMarsh@aol.com 

Conference Annual Day 
October 30-31, 2009 

at Blue Lake 

See registration form enclosed for further details 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

CIRCUIT WRITER 
Today, serve the Lord by  serving others. 

There are many who need assistance that only you and I can offer 

PURPOSE  

The organized unit of United 

Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women 

whose PURPOSE is to 

know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ; to de-

velop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand 

concepts of mission through 

participation in the global 

ministries of the church. 
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MARTHAôS MEMBERSHIP MEMO, by Martha Spiva, District MN&O Coordinator 

 

Itôs hard to believe that summer is almost over, and the busy fall is about to begin. 

Now is a good time to be making plans for the rest of the year.  The new Membership 

Report requires more detailed information.  Unit presidents will receive copies in early 

December, and they are due back in mid-January.  Membership numbers and names of 

deceased members are included from January 1 to December 31, 2009.  

The Panama City FUMC  has reactivated the Mary Circle with a group of enthusiastic younger women.  

Most work and still have children at home.  A nursery is provided. One member remarked, ñUMW is 

fun and beneficial.  It is my adult time.ò  Their correspondence is primarily through e-mail.  Many of 

the evening meetings are spent doing local mission projects such as feeding the homeless, planting a 

flower bed for the new associate pastor, providing sanitary supplies for girls at a middle school, and pre-

paring Thanksgiving food baskets.  They have also enlisted the help of the youth groups in the church or 

their own children. Members of this diverse group take turns presenting programs and spearheading 

projects.   

  

Our online M/PC is one of two in the Conference.  Many of you received the June issue with a request from 

Winn Marsh to provide feedback.  It is a flexible tool that can be used for membership expansion.  Monthly 

issues which will be concise and in large print to include a program, the monthly prayer calendar, a devotional, 

a Response moment, information on upcoming UMW opportunities, and other articles of interest.   Some ways 

to use the publication are:  

   *Busy women who can not attend meetings can join unit and make their Pledge to Mission through the Dis-

trict 

   *Former members who are homebound or have responsibilities that prevent active    participation in a circle 

can belong.  Those without computers could be part of a mail circle within local units to keep in touch with 

them.  

  *Local officers and circle chairman can use material for program planning 

  

  *Younger women with family responsibilities could form a local circle and meet when convenient using the 

program provided 

  

  *Women in churches without UMW units could participate  

  

WE WILL CONTINUE PUBLISHING IF THERE IS SUFFICIENT INTEREST .Inform Winn of ways you 

are using it and other ideas; her e-mail is WinnMarsh@aol.com  

              District Annual Day 
   
     Theme:      Worship on the Water 

     When:        September 19, 2009 

     Where:       First UMC, Port St. Joe  

         Check-in will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 Make your reservation by Monday, September 14 by calling 

the church office at 850-  227-1724 

From Communications Coordinator, 

   Winn Marsh, - WinnMarsh@aol.com 
As each Circuit Writer is incorporated into 

our districtôs link to the conference UMW 

website, I e-mail those who have given me 

their addresses advising them that  they can 

receive the newsletter on line.   Many of the 

addresses are no longer current. Please send 

me your CURRENT e-mail address if you 

wish to receive my e-mails to you. 
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  See anyone you know? 

 
 Shown are some of the United Methodist Women 

from the Marianna-Panama City District who attended  

the Cooperative School of Christian Mission  at Blue 

Lake July 24-25.. 

 

If you havenôt attended a School of Mission at Blue 

Lake you are really missing wonderful fellowship, an 

opportunity for a spiritual study, learn about life in 

another country, and so much more.  You will always 

find information on the forthcoming  studies in the 

May issue of the Circuit Writer  each year. 

Greetings from   Eliese Moore, 

   Spiritual Growth Coordinator  

 

Proverbs 22:6  Train up 

a child in the way he 

should go and when he 

is old he will not depart 

from it. 

  

Soon now we will hear 

school bells ringing eve-

rywhere and children 

will be going back to 

school..  Teachers are entrusted with something 

more precious than silver or gold. 

    They are entrusted with a child's mind.  Let us all 

say a prayer for the men and women who dedicate 

their lives to this very fact, that we do trust them 

with our children's minds.  May they be granted 

with wisdom and patience to do their job well. 

  

    Heavenly Father, We ask today that you will 

grant our teachers wisdom and patience to mold and 

guide these precious assets of ours, our  children. 

 

   Teachers,  I hope you all have a wonderful year. 

                           In God's love 

                                Eliese 

 

  The Capital Campaign 

for Blue Lake includes 

over 600 churches in our 

conference.  Only about 

120 churches have con-

tributed to the campaign. 

 

   The United Methodist 

Women do a great job in 

supporting Blue Lake.  We have a list of things 

needed for Blue Lake which includes mattress,  

shower heads, refrigerators, and up  to van replace-

ment.  If  your unit is interested please contact 

Margie Miller,  margiem@fairpoint.net  for the com-

plete list or contact Blue Lake,  www.bluelake.com 

or call 334-222-5407.  All gifts are greatly appreci-

ated. 

 

   I missed the Cooperative School of Christian Mis-

sions.  Martha Sanborn and others from the 

Marianna-Panama City District had an informative 

time and were blessed by being at Blue Lake. 

 

   Please mark your calendar for District Annual Day 

at Port St. Joe for September 19.  The love offering 

will be given to Blue Lake. 

 

God Bless, 

Margie Miller  

margiem@fairpoint.net 

850-229--6502 

http://www.bluelake.com/


 

 

Report of Committee on Nominations 

Sandra Taunton, Chairperson 

 

The following slate of officers for Marianna-Panama City 

District will be presented for consideration at the 

District Annual Day on September 19, 2009 

 

Presidentéééééééééééééééééééééééé...Martha Sanborn, Port St. Joe 

Vice Presidentéééééééééééééééééééééé..Cindy Belin, Port St. Joe 

Secretaryéééééééééééééééééééééééé   Sandy Tice, Cottondale 

Treasureréééééééééééééééééééééééé...Suzy Thompson, Marianna First  

Communications (Interim)ééééééééééééééééééWinn Marsh, St. Andrew 

Program ResourceséééééééééééééééééééééPeggy Pelt, St. Andrew 

Nominations, ChairéééééééééééééééééééééSandra Taunton, Port St. Joe 

Spiritual Growthéééééééééééééééééééééé.Eliese Moore, St. Andrew. 

Membership Nurture and OutreachéééééééééééééééPat Whitley, Hiland Park 

Social Actionééééééééééééééééééééééé  Linda Hornsby, St. Andrew 

Education & Interpretationéééééééééééééééééé Mary Alice Minnick, Blountstown 

Nominations Committee:éééééééééééééééééééSarah Franklin, Cottondale 

                  Mary Jo Harris, Marianna First 

                             Margie Vasssie, Hiland Park 

                             Linda Whitfield, Wewahitchka 

                                        Bobbie Brown, Lynn Haven 

                  Boots Guthrie. Hiland Park 

                                                                                                                     Elizabeth Bell, Marianna First 

    

 

 

 

REUSABLE BAGS 

When plastic grocery bags were 

introduced some 30 years ago, 

they were advertised as light, 

long-lasting and cheap.  The 

plastic bags caught on so well 

that hundreds of billions are dis-

pensed each year, creating a 

menace as they often wind up 

nestled in trees, stuck in sewers, 

and drifting in oceans.  Paper 

 bags produce less of a litter 

problem, but plastic bags con-

sume less energy and water and 

produce less pollution including 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

   What is most beneficial to the 

environment is for shoppers to 

bring their own reusable bags to 

the grocery store.  Reusable bags 

are showing up in stores every-

where for about 99 cents apiece. 

  But the most important re-

minder (for me) is: take them out 

of the car and into the store. 

 

   If anyone in our district is 

making, sewing, crocheting, 

knitting, or weaving reusable 

bags, please send me an e-mail 

Lindahornsby@bellsouth.net and 

weôll publish a list of them.  We 

could turn it into a fund-raiser to 

add to our pennies for missions. 
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Social Action 

 
By Linda Hornsby, Social Action Coordinator 

mailto:Lindahornsby@bellsouth.net


 

 

  

 Circuit Writer Newsletter 

 Winn Marsh, Editor 

 2863 Tupelo Drive 

 Panama City, FL 32405 

 850-914-2738 

Websites 

General Board of Global Ministries, 

UMC/omenôs Division 

www.gbgm-umc.org/UMW 

United Methodist Women 

AL -West Florida Conference 

www.gbgm-umc.org/awfconfUMW/ 

Mission Resource Center 

www.missionresourcecenter.org 

Marianna-Panama City District 

www.gbgm-

umc.org/MariannaPanamaCityDistUMW/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Crosslet 

 

This cross is formed of four smaller Latin crosses 

joined at their overlapping bases.  The cross as a 

whole represents the spreading of the gospel to the 

four corners of the earth  This cross is often used in 

connection with missions. 



 

 

                                                                   UNITED METHODIST WOMEN                                                                                                                          

 

 

Hello Local Treasurers:  

 

This is the last time I will get 

to communicate with you be-

fore our District Annual Meet-

ing in September.  The year is 

really flying by.   I had knee replacement 

surgery early in July and I will be completing 

my therapy in a few weeks.  I hope to be very 

lively at the District Annual Meeting!  

 

I want to take this last opportunity to remind 

all local units to be looking at your giving for 

the year so you can be a 5-Star Unit this 

year.  It is really very simple.  You must give 

your Pledge to Mission and then to each of 

the following categories:  Special Mission 

Recognition ($40.00), Gift to Mission ($5.00 

minimum), Gift in Memory ($5.00 minimum) 

and World Thank Offering ($5.00 minimum).  

Of course, you can and should give as much 

as you are able to these categories.  I would 

love to give out a handful of certificates at 

our District Annual Meeting.  

 

Remember to be collecting those pennies!   

All of your penny money must be turned in to 

me the third week in September.   

 

Thank you all so much for all of your hard 

work.  I appreciate every one of you and the 

time you give to UMW and our district.  You 

are all very special women.   

 

May God bless you and your family.  

 

Suzy Thompson  

District Treasurer  

From the Treasurer,  Suzy Thompson  

In 1987, a freshman at the 

University of Illinois, found 

a unique way to finance his 

education. He convinced a 

popular columnist at the 

Chicago Tribune to ask his 

readers to ñsend in a penny 

for Mike. 

 

Just one penny,ò Hayes said. ñA penny doesnôt mean 

anything to anybody. If everyoneélooks around the 

room right now, there will be a penny under the couch 

cushionéor on the floor.  Thatôs all Iôm asking. A 

penny from each of your readers.ò 

 

In less than a month the fund was up to 2.3 million 

cents. Donations came in from all over the US, as well 

as Mexico, Canada, and the Bahamas. Mike eventu-

ally ended up with $28,000. 

 

Can the members of your church raise $84 in pennies 

to purchase a mile of help for women, children and 

youth in the US and around the world? I bet they can! 

 

In the Name of Christ, 

Mary Jo Morton 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATIONé.. 

 
In accordance with the United Methodist Women Con-

stitution and By-Laws, only United Methodist Women 

approved articles may be sold at meetings - SERRV, 

Program Resources, and UMW cards. 

 

                                                Mary Jo Morton 

                                                 Conference Secretary 
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