
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and I am in you. May they also be in us so the world may believe that you have

sent me.” John 17: 20-21

In the 17th Chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus shares his wonderful prayer. This prayer is a lot
longer than the “Lord’s Prayer”. Jesus has three aspects of this prayer:

1. He first prays “UP” to His father in worship and for himself.
2. He prays “IN” for those close to him, his disciples and followers.
3. He prays “OUT” for the entire world to come to know the kingdom of God.

When Julia Kuhn Wallace came and spoke to our district last spring, she challenged us to be sure we
are doing all three aspects of ministry: the “UPS”, the “INS”, and the “OUTS”. Perhaps we do well in
worshiping our Lord and Savior in lifting “UP” the Word in praise and worship. Perhaps we are a great
family church who has a wonderful fellowship and we care for each other “IN” the family of God. But
how well are we reaching “OUT” into the world? How are we reaching “OUT” into the missional field
beyond our own worship, our fellowship and touching the lives of people beyond our own church?

Gail designed the neat cover of our district directory that you
received at Annual Conference. We also used it as our theme
from Spring District Conference. I hope it can be a reminder of
how we are to be fulfilling all three aspects of ministry. As I
meet with pastors, Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committees
and upcoming Charge Conferences, I am going to be asking
how we are fulfilling ministry UP, IN and OUT! We especially
need to be creative in ReThinking Church in reaching OUT to
the world and doing new things in ministry.

I’m looking forward to sharing with you as we meet together and hearing of the great ministries that
are happening.

In Christ’s ministry together,

Jim

T h r e e R i v e r s C u r r e n t
A P u b li c a t io n o f t h e T h r e e R iv e r s D i s t r i c t

U n i o n o f th e U n i te d M e t h o d is t C h u r c h

Issue 8, Vol. V September 2009



DID YOU KNOW?

Charge Conference packets were given to the
pastors at Annual Conference. Those few pastors
who did not attend have received theirs in the mail

Your Church Leadership Directories (included
annually with charge conference materials) are
used for mailing lists of your church leaders by
BOTH the district and the conference offices.
These are VERY IMPORTANT and need to be
turned in with the Charge Conference materials.

The Local Church Report (Year-end report) is very
important to complete AFTER December 31, 2009
This can be done online or print and send via mail.
The figures on this form are used to calculate the
church apportionments. If you don’t turn this report
in, the apportionments will be based on the previous
year’s figures.

If you are serving as your church delegate, you may
not serve as a district delegate. Church delegates
are listed in the Leadership Directory. District
delegates nominated at your church/charge
conference are to be listed in the Omnibus Form.

The Current is a publication of the Three Rivers
District Union, UMC. Published monthly except
July/August issue.

Editor – Gail Applebee
Publisher – Barbara George

Our address is: Three Rivers District UMC
415 Walnut St
Coshocton, OH 43812

Phone: 740-622-8880 Fax: 740-622-8884
Web site coordinator: Michael Warschauer
Website: www.3riversUMC.org

OFFICE HOURS

District Office is open
Monday thru Friday.

Office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Beginning September , 2009 the District
Office will be OPEN on Fridays.

October 31-November 1

Youth of Ohio United! – YOU 09

Spiritual formation event offered by
East and West Ohio Conferences,
will be held at the Aladdin Shrine
Center in Columbus. Youth will
gather to explore the faith that
unites us through worship, Bible
study, great concerts, and friend-
making activities.

2009 All-Ohio Youth Weekend
Presented by East & West Ohio

Conferences

October 31-November 1, 2009
At Aladin Shrine Center

3850 Seltzer Road
Columbus OH 43219



.

MISSION INSITE – Reservations still available
The East Ohio Conference has a new resource available to local churches to help in ministry planning.
MISSION INSITE is a tool to help you explore your ministry area and discover new mission opportunities.
This is FREE and available to all EOC churches. Go to www.MissionInsite.com and register your church. Go
to church agency tab and then church registration. Our agency account number ID# is A54VG

Conference Associate Director in Congregational Development, Dirk Elliott, will be leading a training
about Mission Insite here at our Three Rivers District Office on Wednesday, September 2 beginning at
10 a.m. This will be limited to the first 10 participants to sign up. Please bring a lap-top computer IF you
have one (we do have a few available to use that day, if you do not). Please contact Gail at the district
office to make your reservation.

Free Discount Prescription Card Program

To say these are tough times is an understatement. We know all too well what the recession is doing to
individuals and families in Ohio. In June, Ohio’s unemployment rate was reported to be 11.1 percent by the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Maintaining your health is a key concern to everyone, especially persons who
do not have prescription insurance. This is where The United Methodist Church can help – by making free
discount prescription cards available to anyone who wants them.
These cards are part of the ministry of the The United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries.
UMA has teamed with PsCard, a Santa Barbara, Calif., firm that has helped consumers save millions of dollars
on prescriptions and other health-related items, to make the cards available. The discounts are available at
more than 56,000 pharmacies and cover virtually the entire drug formulary. There is no co-pay or fee
involved.
As Congress and the Obama Administration continue the struggle with health care reform, this church-private
industry initiative offers an opportunity to help – at least in the short term until the national health care issue
is resolved. PS Cards take advantage of bulk purchasing to offer substantial savings to anyone who obtains
the free cards through UMA. The association serves nearly 400 United Methodist-related health and human
service agencies across the United States. Together, these ministries serve more than 32 million people
annually.
This is a relatively easy ministry to set up in your area. UMA can provide cards in bulk, and they have draft
news releases and Web materials, including a ready-to-use Web ad with a hyperlink for your use.
Remember, this is offered to you as a free service from the UMA through its partnership with PsCard. It is a
way to be in ministry with persons looking for help in getting health care in these difficult times. For more
information, please contact Stephen Drachler at sedrachler@gmail.com or 717-926-7240. To find out more
www.pscard.com/refs/uma.

October 2-3
United Methodist Men Retreat:

Rev. Jim Roberts, director of Discipleship at Grace
UMC in North Canton and life change expert at The
Soul Care Center in Canton, will provide leadership
at Inspiration Hills Camp. The theme of the retreat
is “Men’s Spiritual Boot Camp: Building an Army of
Biblical Men.” Cost of the retreat is $40.
Registration information is available from Rod
Erskine, 22827 Lake Road #5, Rocky River, OH
44116; (440) 331-4413; rode@stratos.net.

The 3 Rivers District Clergywomen will
meet at noon on Monday, September 14th at
the District parsonage. Our DS, Rev. Jim
Humphrey, has invited us to be his guests for
lunch and to share our concerns with him.
Reservations may be sent to Lori Burdette-
Steele at nashvilleumc@aol.com or (330)378-
5836 or by contacting the District office.



Annual Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat
Put on your calendar now: November 9, 10, 11 for the Annual Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat.
It is being held at the Carlisle Inn in Sugar Creek, Ohio. This is open for all clergy (elders,
deacons, provisionals, and local pastors).

The leader of this year’s retreat will be Harry Pickens. Harry is an outstanding jazz
musician, composer, and inspirational speaker. You’ll go away from the retreat lifted and
blessed.

Registration brochures are available in our District Office or contact Order of the Elders
chairperson, Jan Yandell at jan@eastshorechurch.com (216/261-1688).

Fall Charge Conferences
Charge Conference packets, Clergy Consultations schedule, S/PPR Meetings, and District Directories were distributed
at Annual Conference. Please be sure that you verify your scheduled dates and prepare accordingly. Effectiveness of
Ministry (EOM), CPA, CPL and Bio forms are expected to be presented at the clergy consultation with the
District Superintendent.
All forms will be available on-line at our district web site: www.3riversUMC.org
**Please note: A revised Clergy Pension/Disability Worksheet was recently sent to all clergy. If you did not receive
one, please call the District Office.

FROM E-News:

Help Understand UMCOR:
Last June, severe storms and flooding affected 10 states and approximately 11 million people
throughout the Midwest. This storm system was followed by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike, which pounded
Gulf Coast communities. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responded to 57 US
disasters in 2008. These relief efforts placed a financial strain on available disaster resources and
UMCOR’s ability to respond to future storms. The Atlantic hurricane season began June 1. UMCOR is
relying on United Methodist support to help meet emergency relief needs in the US. Download Ready to
Respond UMCOR's new church bulletin to learn more, or use UMCOR's Ready to Respond Power Point
slide. Share these resources with your local congregation and collect a special offering for the Domestic
Disaster Response fund #901670. Your gifts will help UMCOR be there in times of disaster.

East Ohio Conference Health Benefit Plan
Attention!!! Effective August 1
Effective August 1, 2009, AETNA becomes the third party administrator for the East Ohio Conference Health
Benefit Plan. AETNA will be managing the medical and prescription benefits for our active clergy, lay
employees, retirees less than age 65 and disabled participants.
Identification cards (One {1} for medical & prescription benefits and another separate card for dental
benefits) have been mailed – Currently, eligible participants (see paragraph above for eligibility) have the
capability to print your own cards via access to AETNA Navigator. Get started by going to www.aetna.com –
click on “Register Now” in the “Members: Secure Information” section.

If your new AETNA identification cards are not received in a timely manner, and you need to fill a
prescription at the pharmacy, provide your pharmacy with your Social Security Number, at which time they
should be able to identify you as an AETNA participant. If problems occur, the pharmacy can contact
AETNA Pharmacy Customer Service Number at 1-800-238-6279.
Betsy Stewart, benefits manager, will be monitoring her voicemail and email for any problems participants
may be experiencing. You can contact her at 1-800-831-3972, Ext. 103 or email at betsy@eocumc.com.



PLEASE NOTE:
Gail will be on vacation from August 24 through September 7. Barbara will
be here to take your calls.

East Ohio United Methodist Women
Annual Celebration
Gather at the Table

October 9 - 10, 2009
New location! Sunbury UMC, Sunbury, Mid-Ohio District

Gather Friday night to learn why racial justice is so important.
Attend Saturday’s gathering to hear how poverty affects so many of God’s

children and how you can help.
Learn more about East Ohio United Methodist Women as the team conducts

any necessary business.
Experience the fellowship of your East Ohio sisters.
Consider providing childcare for another woman who might benefit from the

weekend if you do not like to sleep in a strange bed or travel long distances.

Web Ministry 100

My name is Michael Warschauer and I'm the new website coordinator for the 3 Rivers District. First, thanks
goes to Rebecca Padula, the previous coordinator, for her work on the district website this past year. I've
titled this series Web Ministry 100 since 101 would be a little too advanced for me. I'd like to start today with
a simple subject. Your URL address or domain name. That is the address for every website. If you are
using the 20MB of free server space that the GBGM lets UMC churches use then you have a domain name of
www.gbgm-umc.org/3rivers, for example. This is what someone types into their internet browser like internet
explorer, to find your website. Now that's a complicated address isn't it? Anything with dashes and slashes is
extra hard to remember. A domain name should be as simple as possible, easy to remember, and logically
related to the website. For example, if possible, using a domain name that ends in .org will tell one that the
website if for a nonprofit organization. Commercial or business websites usually use .com. However, any
organization can use either suffix, for example www.eocumc.com or www.3riversumc.org. The district
website recently purchased the domain name www.3riversumc.org. This cost us $9.95 a year. You can
search and purchase domain names at various sites like www.inexpensivedomains.com. You can still host
your website wherever you want and you can simply use URL forwarding to send folks to the server you are
using. That is what we are doing with the district website. Once you find one you like, my advice would be to
purchase it/register it fast before someone else gets it. Remember, a complicated address is like an unlisted
phone number. If you want people to find your church on the web, have a simple address and then place it
on your church sign, bulletin, stationery, basically everywhere! You'd be surprised how many people will learn
about your church from the comfort of their own home before they ever visit. If you don't have a website, then
maybe it's time to consider opening one more door. To learn more go to www.gbgm-umc.org/churches.



We want to highlight churches and ministries on our
district that are “Rethinking Church”… to provide ideas
and motivation for NEW ways and opportunities for
ministry. We need 10,000 open doors to provide
opportunities for people to enter the ministries of our
churches. Here’s what some churches are doing:

Millersburg UMC – had their summer LOL (Love Out Loud) program which involved 48 youth in
the Holmes County Summer Youth Work Camp. 18 residents which included 13 sites were
provided with cleaning, home repairs, painting and/or yard care assistance. 25 adults provided
support as crew leaders, cooks, custodial, overnight chaperones, program leaders and more.
Homes were painted, porches stained, a home rewired, a roof replaced, new floors installed,
gutters installed, shrubs replaced, and many more projects were accomplished for mostly
elderly, physically impaired and low income residents.

New Guilford UMC – is reaching out into their community by having a designated week in
August that they sent teams to do road cleanup in their area.

Green Valley UMC – had a youth work mission trip to Cedar Rapids, Iowa in July to help area
flood victims. Green Valley Church is also having a Church Camp Out on Sept 18-20. The camp
out will include a golf outing and worship at the Kokosing Campground.

West Lafayette UMC – has an Aerobics class that meets 4 times a week in the church. Pastor Sue
is starting a new prayer group to meet once a week.

Birmingham and West Union UMC’s - had a Peoli Charge Picnic in August at Camp Zimmerman
which included a camp worship service followed by a picnic and swimming.

Mt. Vernon Gay Street UMC – on Friday evenings the church serves dinner as part of the ISS
“Hot Meals” program which provides meals for those in the community who are in need.

Newcomerstown Christ UMC – established COPS (Community Outreach Project Service) to serve
the local community. Adults and teens will work together to complete projects such as minor
home repairs and cleanup. The group will be available to local residents the first Sunday of
every month for approximately three hours.

CHECK out these websites for
further information:

www.rethinkchurch.org
www.10thousanddoors.org



Three Rivers District NOLA MISSION TRIP
We will again return to New Orleans, LA to help rebuild the homes
and peoples lives that were affected by Hurricane Katrina. The dates
of the trip are February 4-9, 2010. We are going over the extended
weekend to hopefully provide opportunity for a variety of ages and
young people to participate. The weekend we are going is Carnival
time before the Mardi Gras in New Orleans. February is a great time
to go south during the cold Ohio winters!

We are asking participants for a $50 deposit and to pay for
their own transportation. Scholarship funds are available for youth
participants (ages 14-19). Mission team is limited to 35 persons (first come-first serve registration with deposit).
Flight arrangements and ground transportation can be arranged. We will be staying near downtown New Orleans

at the UMCOR center.
Last year several of our groups worked right in the 9th Ward area. There is still

a great need for rebuilding hope and homes. We could use persons of all ages, gifts
and abilities. There is a job for everyone! We encourage district churches to donate
funds to support the Three Rivers District NOLA trip, please send your checks to the
District Office.

Developing Effective Leadership for Rural/Town & Country Churches
Presented by the Town & Rural Resource Program (TARRP)

in partnership with United Theological Seminary and East & West Ohio Conferences.

Want to turnaround your small membership church
and make it a vibrant, vital and spiritually center congregation?

Do you wonder how can our church make a bigger impact for Jesus Christ in our community?

During the THREE two-day sessions, you’ll become part of an active learning and praying community which
continues between sessions and will help answer these questions. Sessions will be held at John Stewart UMC in
Upper Sandusky, Ohio – September 25-26, 2009; March 19-20, 2010; September 24-25, 2010. Brochures and
further information for registration is available in the District Office. Scholarship funds are available to attend.

EXPLORATION 2009 is a three-day event for high school seniors to young
adults age 24 to hear, discern, and respond to God’s call to ordained ministry
and to explore their gifts for service as a deacon or elder in The United
Methodist Church. If you have sensed that God is calling you into ordained
ministry, wondered what The United Methodist Church is all about, would
like some help sorting through the issues surrounding a Christian vocation or
want to find out more about United Methodist seminaries and theological
schools, this gathering is for you.

Dates: November 13-15, 2009
Location: Sheraton Hotel, Dallas, TX
Registration Deadline: September 30

Brochures, registration material and scholarship information is available through the District office.

2009 Three Rivers District NOLA Mission Team



September 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
Mission
Insight

3 4 5

6 7
Labor Day
Office
Closed

8
Cabinet

9
Cabinet

10
Cabinet

11 12

13
Grandparents
Day

14 15
Career
Consults

16
Career
Consults

SPRC meetings

17
Career
Consults

SPRC
meetings

18 19

20
SPRC
Meetings

Chg Conf

21 22 23
Chg Conf

24 25
SPRC
Meetings
Chg Conf

26

27
SPRC
meetings

28
SPRC
Meeting
Chg Conf

29
Career
Consult

SPRCs

30
SPRC meeting

Chg Conf

Coming
next month

UMW Fall
Meeting
Oct 31.

Ministry Summit – Newcomerstown Christ



REVISED CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

DAY DATE TIME Charge Conf & Location PPR CLERGY

Sun. Sept. 20 3:00 p.m. Otsego/Bethel, Trinway/Prospect Sept. 20 @
1:00- 3:00 p.m.

Sept 15 @ Dist
Office

Wed. Sept. 23 7:00 p.m. Waterford, Fredericktown,
Batemantown/Berlin, Salem, Green
Valley

Sept 16-17 @
Waterford

Sept 16-17 @
Fredericktown

Mon Sept. 28 7:00 p.m. Perrysville 6:00 p.m. @
Perrysville

Sept 17 @
Fredericktown

Wed. Sept. 30 7:00 p.m. Liberty Chapel/Beulah 6:00 p.m. @
Beulah

Sept 17 @
Fredericktown

Thur. Oct. 1 7:00 Howard/Brinkhaven, Jelloway,
Amity, Gamb. Epworth/Ebenezer,
Wesley Chapel, Danville

6:00 p.m. @
Howard

Sept 24-25
@Danville

Sun. Oct. 4 2:00 p.m. Birmingham/West Union, Irish
Ridge, Kimbolton, Guernsey/Wolf

Oct 3 @
Kimbolton

Fri. Oct 2 @
Kimbolton

Wed. Oct. 7 7:00 p.m. Nashville, Millersburg, Killbuck, Mt.
Hope/Holmesville,
Lakeville/Bigelow, Loudonville

Mon & Tues,
Oct 5 & 6 @
Millersburg

Mon. & Tues.
Oct. 5 & 6 @
Millersburg

Sun. Oct. 11 2:00 p.m. Keene 2:00 p.m. @
Keene

Oct 9 @ Dist
Office

Thur. Oct. 15 7:00 p.m. Cosh Grace, Cosh Park, Roscoe,
Canal Lewisville, Prairie Chapel,
Fresno

Sat., Oct. 10 @
Dist. Office

Thur. & Fri., Oct
8 & 9 @ District
Office

Sun. Oct. 18 2:00 p.m. South Vernon Sun., Oct 18 Oct 16 @ Dist
Office

Tues. Oct. 20 7:00 p.m. Conesville/New Moscow,
Nellie/New Guilford, Blissfield,
Branch, Warsaw

Sat., Oct. 17 @
Dist. Office

Thur. & Fri., Oct
15 & 16 @
District Office

Sun. Oct. 25 4:00 p.m. Mulberry, Hopewell, Gay Street,
Utica, Homer/Brandon/Lock

Sat., Oct. 24 @
Mulberry

Wed. & Thur.,
Oct. 21 & 22 @
Gay Street

Tues. Nov. 3 7:00 p.m. Baltic Tue. Nov 3 @
6:00 p.m.

Fri. Oct 16 @
District Office

Thur. Nov. 5 7:00 p.m. Tippecanoe, Pleasant Grove,
Freeport/West Chester/Mt. Carmel,
Smyrna

Tues., Oct. 27
@ Tippecanoe

Tues., Oct 27
@ Freeport

Sun. Nov. 8 2:00 p.m. Adamsville Sun., Nov. 8
@1:00 p.m.

Nov. 5 @
District Office

Mon. Nov. 9 7:00 p.m. Calvary/Kings/Everals 6:00 p.m. Sept 17 @
Fredericktown

Tues. Nov. 10 7:00 p.m. West Lafayette, Plainfield/Isleta,
Orange, Tyndal, Newcomerstown
Christ

Sat., Nov. 7 @
District Office

Wed. & Thur.,
Nov. 4 & 5 @
District Office

Thur. Nov. 12 7:00 p.m. Moreland Nov. 12 @
6:00 p.m.

Thur., Nov. 5 @
District Office

1. SPR/PPR & Clergy Consultation: Specific scheduled times to meet with the D.S. have been distributed with
the charge confrence packets.

2. Charge Conference LOCATION is the church printed in BOLD




