
October has been designated as Pastor Appreciation
month. I hope that this was not just a gimmick for the
greeting card companies to sell a few more cards, but
that it is an opportunity to truly express one’s
appreciation for the touch of God’s grace and love
through the ministry of a servant of God.

Pastors often work long hours in sermon preparation, visitation, counseling, crisis
intervention, meetings and leadership of the church. There always seems to be something more to be done in the
ministry… someone else to go visit, some book you should be reading, some study to be preparing, something
more to be planning. A pastor’s work is never done. As a pastor, I know I have dealt with a lot of guilt feelings
that I should be doing this or that, needing to see this or that person, spending more time in devotions, or working
harder and longer on my sermons. Overall though, I learned that I just needed to try do my best and give my best
to my Lord and my congregation.

Hopefully the month of October can be a time to show the appreciation of the faithful service that is being given.
I would hope a congregation could look for ways to show their appreciation. Invite members of the congregation
to send a card of thanks to the pastor. Have a poster passed around in Sunday School classes and signed with
personal greetings. Have a reception one Sunday after church to shower the pastor and parsonage family with
appreciation and support. Besides a card, perhaps you may want to include a gift certificate to a nice restaurant
in the area. Or perhaps you may want to provide a getaway certificate for the pastor and spouse to a bed and
breakfast for a time of renewal. Or maybe you would want to send your pastor to the Order of Elders retreat at
the Carlisle Inn in November (see announcement later in newsletter).

One of the books I appreciated reading was “Encouraging the Heart.”1 This book shares if you work with
encouragement and appreciation, there is a lot more productivity, joy, and incentive then there is when there is
constant critique, negativity and evaluation. This has also been seen in the Appreciative Inquiry2 approach of
accentuating the good things that have happened and building upon those positives. As a District Superintendent
I do want to encourage my pastors, but realize that I have a role of supervision and accountability to call pastors
into a responsibility of standards and excellence. Just as I am expected to do my best, I expect pastors to do their
best in their service to their congregation and their Lord. Thus we spend time on such things as the EOM forms,
S/PPR meetings and clergy consultations.

Let us appreciate the work and ministry we share together in the service of God’s call.
In Christ’s ministry together,

Jim
1 “Encouraging the Heart: A Leaders Guide to Rewarding and Recognizing Others” by James M. Kouzes and Barry Posner, 1999.
2 For more information about Appreciative Inquiry see www.appreciative-inquiry.org
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Fall Charge Conferences
Charge Conferences are here! Clergy members are to
bring their pastor paperwork to the D.S.
Consultations. Effectiveness of Ministry (EOM),
CPA, CPL and Bio forms are expected to be
presented at the clergy consultation with the
District Superintendent. The S/PPR is to have all
remaining paperwork (completed) at the time of their
meeting with the D.S. COMPLETED Omnibus &
reports (Lay Leader Report, Goals, Budget,
Finance Report), Clergy Compensation Form
(both sides), Pension/Disability Worksheet,
Housing Exclusion Form, LCPA, LCPL, Lay
Speaker Report Forms. All forms are available on-
line at our district web site: www.3riversUMC.org
or call the District Office if you’d like copies
e-mailed or snail-mailed.

**Please note: A revised Clergy Pension/Disability Worksheet was recently sent to all clergy.
If you did not receive one, please call the District Office.

**Please note: the D.S. wants the completed OMNIBUS AND compensation forms at the time of the
clergy consultation OR one week before Charge Conference.
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Acts 29 Prayer Encounter
Led by

Dr. Terry Tekyl

November 7
9:00 AM to 2:30 PM

Finley UMC
958 Lincoln Ave., Steubenville, OH

Dr. Tekyl is a nationally known speaker and seminar leader
who offers practical and specific help for the local church in
their efforts to win the lost. He has a burden to produce
quality prayer resources that teach people how to pray with
purpose and understanding, and how to make prayer
exciting. He has authored many books and is a dynamic
speaker.
An Acts 29 Prayer Encounter is an inspiring blend of
worship, teaching, ministry, prayer, and fellowship that you
won’t want to miss. The registration fee of $25 (includes
workbook, lunch, and snacks) is due to the Ohio Valley
District Office, 352 Canton Road, Wintersville, OH 43953
by October 30. No refunds after that date.
For more information, including video clips go to
www.prayerpointpress.com or call the Ohio Valley District
Office at 740-264-1601 or email at ovoffice@ovdumc.com

October 2-3
United Methodist Men Retreat:

Rev. Jim Roberts, director of Discipleship
at Grace UMC in North Canton and life
change expert at The Soul Care Center in
Canton, will provide leadership at
Inspiration Hills Camp. The theme of the
retreat is “Men’s Spiritual Boot Camp:
Building an Army of Biblical Men.” Cost of
the retreat is $40. Registration information
is available from Rod Erskine, 22827 Lake
Road #5, Rocky River, OH 44116; (440)
331-4413; rode@stratos.net.

OFFICE HOURS

District Office is now open
Monday thru Friday.

Office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.



Annual Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat
Put on your calendar now: November 9, 10, 11 for the Annual Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat.
It is being held at the Carlisle Inn in Sugar Creek, Ohio. This is open for all clergy (elders,

deacons, provisionals, and local pastors).

The leader of this year’s retreat will be Harry Pickens. Harry is an outstanding jazz
musician, composer, and inspirational speaker. You’ll go away from the retreat lifted and
blessed.

Registration brochures are available in our District Office or contact Order of the Elders
chairperson, Jan Yandell at jan@eastshorechurch.com (216/261-1688).

Together We Can Keep Predatory Gambling out of the State of Ohio! Vote No on Issue 3!

Your efforts count. We can keep slot machines and casinos out of Ohio. Here’s what you can do: 1) Pray
for our efforts; 2) Volunteer to help distribute yard signs during the month of October. We need help in every
part of our conference to make sure 5000 yard signs are displayed in church yards and in prominent places
(email paulw@eocumc.com to volunteer). You will receive information on a regular basis to assist you in
helping others know why Issue 3 is bad for Ohio. Facts About Gambling: Gambling preys on people who are
poor, luring them with the promise of a life free from financial worries and burdens; If gambling is within 50
miles, the chances of people in your community becoming addicted increase by 50% (75% if your community
is poor); 60% of casino revenues come from gamblers making less than $25,000 per year; Bankruptcy rates
are 100% higher in counties with casinos than in counties without casinos; 4.2 million Americans are
addicted gamblers; Divorce is closely associated with gambling – in one survey, 53.5% of pathological
gamblers were divorced, versus 18.2% for non-gamblers; Significant child neglect has been reported, with
10-17% of children of compulsive gamblers being abused; An estimated 40% of white collar crime has its
roots in gambling; In counties with neighboring casinos, 8.6% of property crime and 12.6% of violent crimes
are caused by casinos – in counties with casinos, the rates are much higher; Suicides in cities with casinos
are 4 times higher than in comparable cities without gambling. The truth of the matter is that gambling hurts
families! Protect Ohio Families – Vote NO on Issue 3. The Apostle Paul reminds us that we are not to create
stumbling blocks for our neighbors. Thank you for your commitment to keep predatory gambling out of Ohio!

November 7 –
Reaching Every Man

Vision4men and the East Ohio UMM in
partnership with The Leadership Training
Center at Man in the Mirror presents,
“Reaching Every Man,” from 8:30 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. at Church of the Savior UMC in
Canton. Cost is $39 per person and
includes training and snacks. The intent of
this multi-denominational four-hour course is
to introduce the basics of building a
sustainable ministry to men in your church.
The principles taught in this training will help
you ask the right questions and look at the
discipleship activities you offer for men in
your church. For more information contact
randy@vision4men.org or (810) 625-0291.

NIGHT OF MUSIC

“Called to Praise”
performance by

the Rocky River UMC Praise Team
led by Paul J. Gerycz,

son of Rev. Paul Gerycz, of
Kimbolton UMC,

Sunday, October 11
at Kimbolton UMC

6.00 p.m.
Refreshments following the

performance.
Come and enjoy the music.



Three Rivers District NOLA MISSION TRIP
We will again return to New Orleans, LA to help rebuild the homes
and peoples lives that were affected by Hurricane Katrina. The dates
of the trip are February 4-9, 2010. We are going over the extended
weekend to hopefully provide opportunity for a variety of ages and
young people to participate. The weekend we are going is Carnival
time before the Mardi Gras in New Orleans. February is a great time
to go south during the cold Ohio winters!

We are asking participants for a $50 deposit and to pay for their
own transportation. Scholarship funds are
available for youth participants (ages 14-19).
Mission team is limited to 35 persons (first
come-first serve registration with deposit).
Flight arrangements and ground transportation can be arranged. We will be staying near
downtown New Orleans at the UMCOR center.
Last year several of our groups worked right in the 9th Ward area. There is still a great
need for rebuilding hope and homes. We could use persons of all ages, gifts and abilities.

There is a job for everyone! John Hill from Keene UMC is coordinating the mission. We need deposit and
registrations by December 1, 2009.

Three Rivers District CUBA MISSION TRIP
We are presently making plans for an international mission trip this upcoming
summer to Cuba. The dates of the trip are July 3-10, 2010. Chasity Opphile
from Newcomerstown Christ UMC has been leading trips to Cuba for several
years and she will be coordinating the mission. Cost is estimated around $1200
which includes airfare and lodging. Our District Superintendent is planning on
going along with persons from various churches in our district.

We encourage district churches to donate funds to support these Three Rivers
District mission trips, please send your checks to the District Office.

Three Rivers District Leadership Event
January 30, 2010 – 1 to 4 p.m.

Coshocton Roscoe UMC
Bishop John Hopkins will be our keynote speaker.

January 31, 2010 – 3 to 6 p.m.
Mt. Vernon Mulberry Street UMC

Rev. Chip Freed will be our keynote speaker.

A variety of workshops will be offered to ReThink Church!

2009 Three Rivers District NOLA Mission Team


