
I’m still a little jet lagged, but recuperating from my recent visit to Korea. Over 42 cabinet members and spouses and 8
bishops from the North Central Jurisdiction went to Korea for a cultural pilgrimage the two weeks after Easter. I had
been to Korea three years ago when I visited for the World Methodist Council and Conference. I was so impressed I
wanted to go back. The Korean Methodist Church hosted us and it is amazing to see how the Christian Church has
grown in Korea….from the seed planting of the Gospel by Methodist missionaries in 1885 to what the church has grown
to be today over 12 million believers.

What I really saw was how the Korean Church practices Bishop Schnase’s Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations:
1. Radical Hospitality – We truly experienced ‘radical’ hospitality as we were bestowed with all sorts of gifts

and given such royal treatment. They don’t just shake your hand and think that is hospitality, but there was an
aura of warmth, love and complete gratitude (particularly for American’s planting of Christianity and our help
in the Korean war).

2. Passionate Worship – Every day we gathered at 5 a.m. for the Morning Prayer service. Over 1000 people
worshiped together and prayed every morning before they went to work or their daily routine. We experienced
such wonderful upbeat and classical music with choirs and orchestras.

3. Intentional Faith Development – In our host church there were over 300 cell groups that met weekly in Bible
Study and prayer.

4. Risk-Taking Mission and Service – We saw such wonderful missions (i.e. hospitals, universities, mission
centers, churches) that developed from missionary service and sacrifice. There is a great desire to reach the
entire World with the Gospel. The Korean Church is sending missionaries not only to Asia and China but also
the USA.

5. Extravagant Generosity – The principle of tithing is so much a given there that churches have an abundance
of funding for their vast ministries. The people give so freely and generously to the Lord out of praise,
servanthood, and gratitude.

I had to think we have become a little staid in our faith, practices and worship. What I
experienced in Korea was a renewal of these five effective and fruitful practices that we
must enliven in our own churches. What we can learn and experience from other cultures
should inspire and help us to grow our churches. We are United Methodists and our
mission is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

In Christ’s ministry together,

Jim
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LOCAL PASTOR’S LICENSING
SCHOOL

Sunday, May 31 (at 4:00
p.m.) to

Friday,
June 5, 2009 at Mt. Union
CollegeLocal Pastor’s Licensing School is for
personsseeking licensing as a local pastor
in theUMC. Participants MUST be
CertifiedCandidates and must have an
appointment toa local church beginning no later
than July

1,
2009ORhave the endorsement of their

D.S.that an appointment is
anticipated.
Contact your District Superintendent for
moreinformation.

SPECIAL THANKS!
We wish to thank Jamie Thorne for volunteering her time and
talents! Jamie photographed all of the pastors who attended
the Spring District Conference as well as the district office staff.
The photos will be made available online for viewing in a few
weeks.

DID YOU KNOW?

Your Church Leadership Directories (included
annually with charge conference materials) are
used for mailing lists of your church leaders by
BOTH the district and the conference offices.

The Local Church Report (Year-end report) is very
important to complete online or send via mail. The
figures on this form are used to calculate the
church apportionments. If you don’t turn this
report in, the apportionments will be based on the
previous year’s figures.

If you are serving as your church delegate, you may
not serve as a district delegate. Church delegates
are listed in the Leadership Directory. District
delegates nominated at your church/charge
conference are to be listed in the Omnibus Form.

The Current is a publication of the Three Rivers
District Union, UMC. Published monthly except
July/August issue.

Editor – Gail Applebee
Publisher – Barbara George

Our address is: Three Rivers District UMC
415 Walnut St
Coshocton, OH 43812

Phone: 740-622-8880 Fax: 740-622-8884
Web site coordinator: Michael Warschauer
Website: http://www.gbgm-umc.org/3rivers/home.html

An idea of money savings and recycling
savings: Share VBS supplies with other
churches. Jelloway UMC uses the VBS
supplies from Gambier from the
summer prior. It saves us money and
time.

OFFICE HOURS

District Office will be open Monday
thru Friday.

Office hours will be
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Beginnning June 19, 2009 the
District Office will be closed on
Fridays for the summer months.





Donate your old cell phones for our troops!

The Cell Phones for Soldiers program was started in
April 2004 by 13-year-old Brittany Bergquist and her
12-year-old brother Robbie of Massachusetts.

Their goal is to help our soldiers serving overseas call
home. They hope to provide as many soldiers as
possible with prepaid calling cards. Through generous
donations and the recycling of used cell phones,
Robbie and Brittany have already distributed
thousands of calling cards to soldiers around the
globe.

For more info go to:
http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/

MORE COMING EVENTS

May 9 -- Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
The Cuba Connection Team of Christ UMC will be hosting an all you can eat Spaghetti Dinner as a fundraiser from
4-7pm. Bluegrass music will be performed by the Chestnut Hill Band from 5-7p.m. Cost is $5 for adults, $3

children. Children five and under eat free. Pastor Jose Luis and wife, Mercedes, from Cuba will be special guests.
Contact Christ UMC at (740) 498-8134 to reserve tickets. Carryout will be available.

May 16 -- ROCCfest
Fredericktown UMC along with several local churches are having the 4th annual ROCCfest at 3:00pm at the
Fredericktown football practice field. This is a community outreach that has attracted over 3,000 youth to enjoy
Christian rock music. Free concert has food, fun and lots of rock music that ministers to youth. For more details go
to www.roccfest.com or contact (740) 694-5806.

May 26-27 -- Order of Elders “Practice What You Preach”
Bishop Hopkins and other elders will join forces in a two day mission in the inner-city of Cleveland while staying at
the Nehemiah Mission site. Events will include orientation; work at mission sites, meals and worship. Work may
range from construction to painting, ramp building to gardening, feeding programs to Bible school. The total cost for
the night and all meals is: $25.00 per person. E-mail jan@eastshorechurch.com to place your reservation. Directions
to the mission will be sent upon receipt of your reservation. Make out checks to: The Nehemiah Mission of
Cleveland and send to Jan Yandell, East Shore UMC, 23002 Lakeshore Blvd. Euclid, OH 44123. Must have
reservations made by May 15th, remember only 50 beds available and only 25 bottom bunks.

MISSION INSIGHT
The East Ohio Conference has a new resource available to local churches to help in ministry planning.
MISSION INSITE is a tool to help you explore your ministry area and discover new mission opportunities.
This is FREE and available to all EOC churches. Go to www.MissionInsite.com and register your church.
Our agency account number ID# is A54VG

Dirk Elliott will be coming to our district, September 2nd, beginning at 10:00 a.m., to provide a training in
using the mission insight and for helping churches reach their demographics in their community. Stay
tuned for details of when and where.

“Mission is not a project of
the church; it is the purpose
of church, and that mission
is a lifestyle best learned
early and practiced often.”

Denise Honeycutt –
PAUMCS Conference 2009



DISTRICT YOUTH

Summer Youth Mission - June 21 - 24, 2009
The Millersburg United Methodist Youth Group is making plans for our Summer Mission Project.

This is our first attempt at doing a local mission project and we wish to invite your church to become
involved. We are seeking youth from Holmes and surronding county churches to join us in our
project. We hope that together we can provide a value service project to our youth and residents.

We are planning a 4-day and 3-night work project that will cost youth $150 to participate. No
individuals will be paid for services and a complete expense report will be available upon request and
presented to any groups or businesses that provide funding or donations. Any unused funds will be
used to continue additional projects and reflected in the expenditure reports.

We are planning to offer a variety of projects that will include light construction (accessibility
ramps/porches, yard & household cleaning, painting, and non-profit community service.) Youth will
work with teams made up of individuals from a variety of youth groups and be assigned a crew leader
from the church provided chaperones. Each church is asked to send 1 adult per 5 youth. The youth
will camp in the Sunday School rooms at Millersburg United Methodist Church.

If you know of individuals that would be willing to serve or have any questions, please contact Joe
Edinger at Millersburg United Methodist Church. Cell phone – 330-231-4459 or by email at
edingers@roadrunner.com

YAC 2009

June 12 - 14, 2009, Lakeside, Ohio

Approximate costs:
Housing $18 per night
Meals $10 per meal

Special mailing of details was
mailed

to your church.

Cedar Point
June 12, 2009

Cedar Point Ticket sales begin May 4,
2009

Pre-sale: $30
(From May 4 – June 5)

NO TICKET SALES
June 6 – June 11

At the gate: $35 2009 All-Ohio Youth Weekend
Presented by East & West Ohio

Conferences

October 30-November 1, 2009
At Alladin Shrine Center

3850 Seltzer Road
Columbus OH 43219

Watch future mailings for more details



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 District

Conference
@Keene UMC
2 - 4 p.m.

Ins, Ups & Outs

4 5 6 7 National

Day of Prayer

8 9

10

Mother’s Day

11 Danville

Compass Group

12 Canal

Lewisville
Compass Group

13 14
Retired
Clergy @
District
Parsonage

15
Dist Secretary
Training at EOC

Office closed

16

17 18

Cabinet

19

Cabinet

20

Cabinet

21

Ascension

22 23

24 25
Memorial
Day - office

Closed.

26 27 28 29 30

31
Pentecost

May 2009

D.S. Out of Office May 4 – May 10

Happy
Mothers

Day



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Cabinet

2

Cabinet

3 4

D.S. Out

5

D.S. Out

6

D.S. Out

7 8 9 10 11 12

YAC

13

YAC

14

YAC
Cedar
Point Day

15 Three
Rivers District
Fellowship

16 17 18 19
District
Office
closed
Summer hours

20

21 22 23 24 25 26
District
Office
Closed
Summer hours

27

28 29
Pastor
Move-out
Day

30
Pastor
Move-in
Day

June 2009

Annual Conference

To the new clergy of the Three
Rivers District: WELCOME!

To those pastors leaving the
district: Our blessings go with
you ! God bless!
We’ll miss you!



Challenge to Annual Conference –
A Part of the Bishop’s 3Cs Mission Initiative
Bishop Hopkins is issuing a challenge to each member of Annual Conference (both clergy and lay)
to work within their local church to bring $100 per Annual Conference member to Annual Conference for
a significant offering that will support the Bishop’s 3Cs Mission Initiative. This challenge is per member
of Annual Conference; therefore, if your church has 2 members it would need to raise $200 to meet the
challenge, $300 for 3 members, etc. Your church may decide how to meet this challenge – whether it is
from individual donations, a church fund raiser, etc. This would be a great way to involve children,
youth and adults in a major mission initiative. Begin now to plan and implement ways to meet the
Bishop’s challenge from your church.

HELP US MEET THE CHALLENGE!
Three Rivers District is collecting for the Bishop’s 3Cs Challenge! There is a container on Gail’s desk at the
district office. When you stop by, please bring your pocket change (or more) and drop it in the container.
This will be the Three Rivers District’s answer to the Bishop’s Challenge! Let’s see how much we can raise
for this mission initiative.

2010 District Delegates

The following persons have been elected by the
district conference to attend Annual Conference 2010.

Listed in order of election.

Dorothy Warren 60
Martha Stuller 59
Jane Simmons 58
Karen Locke 57
Mary Ann Miller 57
Janice Fry 57
Fern Johnson 56
Leroy Swihart 55
Pat Warner 55
Pam Hogue 55
Sharon Mozena 55
Sharon Vickers 54
Joann Payne 54
Becky Pepper 53
Bill Simmons 53
Dick Payne 52
Janice Tope 51
Michael Simmons 51
Nancy Mawer 50
Eric Miller 49
Kris Finton 46
Phil Ruhl 45

Congratulations!

Three Rivers District Fellowship
Monday, June 15
At Lakeside UMC

All clergy, delegates and families of the
Three Rivers District are invited for a
time of fellowship and refreshments.

We will be in the Parlor at the Lakeside
United Methodist Church

405 Central Avenue
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Stop by and say “hello”!

ALL Clergy & Delegates to Annual
Conference!

The Pre-Conference Briefings
will be held at:

Cambridge First UMC – May 27th

Church of the Cross, Lexington – May 28th

Salem UMC in Salem – June 2nd

Willoughby Hills UMC – June 3rd

LaGrange UMC – June 4th

All briefings will be from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.



2010 Three Rivers District Budget
Approved by the District Conference

Three Rivers
District

2010 Approved Budget
2010

2008 2009 Approved
Budget Budget Budget

Income
District Apportionments 54,426 59,590 59,590

Annual Conf Office Allocation 18,000 18,000 18,000
Other Income 700

Interest Income 700 400 290
------------ ---------- --------

Total Income 73,126 77,990 78,580

Program
Expenses

District Youth 1500 1,000 800
Church Leadership Workshops 500 500 500

District Meeting Expenses 500 400 300
Committee on Ordained

Ministry
1500 1,500 1,000

Clergy Fellowship 500 500 400
DS Discretionary 1000 1,000 500
Emerging Issues 1000 800 600

District Lay Speakers 500 500 200
---------- --------- --------

Total Program Expenses 7000 6,200 4,300

Operating
Expenses

Office Manager 31,000 31,000 31,000
Pension 2,790 3,730 3,730

Health Insurance 4,186 4,860 5,200
Office Clerk - part-time 0 3,000 2,800

Social Sec. and Workers Comp 2,600 2,700 2,700
Office Discretionary 500 500

Rent 6,000 6,000 6,600
Utilities 3,100 3,600 4,400

Equip/Maint/Lease/Software 6,000 6,000 6,000
Telephone & Internet 3,300 3,600 3,600

Supplies 3,500 3,500 3,500
Postage 2,500 2,050 3,000

Insurance 150 150 150
Miscellaneous Expense 600 600 600

Travel and Fuel 400 500 500
---------- --------- ---------

Total Operating Expenses 66,126 71,790 74,280
---------- -------- --------

Total Three Rivers Dist.
Expenses

73,126 77,990 78,580

Income to
Expense

0 0 0

====== ===== =====



Karie Charlton

Habitat for Humanity Team from Ashland University

MISSIONS IN ACTION!
Karie Charlton, of Jelloway UMC, served as co-chair of the Habitat for Humanity team at Ashland
University. The Habitat for Humanity Team sponsored an alternative spring break trip to Columbus, GA
where 20 Ashland University students and 3 staff members joined approximately 265 other students from
13 other colleges and universities to build 9 homes in 5 days!! Karie is a sophomore majoring in
Environmental Science and Education.

Book Sale:

On Friday May 15 and Saturday 16, the Danville United Methodist Women will be selling off the majority
of Pastor Doug and Jan Sweet’s library. They both had two seminary degrees from the early 1980’s (MDiv.
and MA in Christian Education) and spent twenty years in publishing and Seminary Bookstore ministry before
going back into parish ministry.

Books include all areas of Christian ministry—biblical studies; theology; ethics; Church Administration;
counseling; preaching; Christian Education; etc.—as well as novels, biographies, and history. Four truck-loads
of books—1000’s of titles—have been moved to the Danville UMC basement in preparation for this sale.
(Danville UMC is located at 408 S. Market Street in Danville, Ohio 43014. We are northeast of Mount
Vernon, Ohio in Amish country off of HWY 62 just three miles north of HWY 36.)

Funds raised will go toward the Danville UMW’s organization and possibly one or two additional church
ministry areas. Most paperback books will be priced from 25 cents to $2.00 and most hard-back books from
$1 to $3.

May 15 Noon to 6:00 p.m.
May 16 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The UMW will also be selling food during the time of the sale.
Please call Pastor Doug Sweet if you have questions: 740-507-2991. He can also be reached by e-mail:
DSWEET001@columbus.rr.com


