
21"No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull
away from the old, making the tear worse. 22And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he
does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours
new wine into new wineskins." Mark 2: 21-22

It was a wonderful week at Lakeside! We really couldn’t complain about the weather and the
mayflies were not the huge swarm and mass we have had before. And the wonderful fellowship,
connection, and worship experiences were great! (We even “tried” a little dancing!) The “church
business” seemed to flow smoothly and well. I hope that you were inspired and transformed by the
renewing of your hearts, minds and doors at Conference this year.

During the Episcopal address the Bishop challenged us to RETHINK CHURCH. What if church
wasn’t just a place we go but something we do? What if “church” was not a noun but a verb? What if church
wasn't just a building, but thousands of doors? Doors that open out to the world to reach out and reach a new
generation. We can’t continue to be the church of yesterday, but be the church of something more… something
deeper… something that is changing. We have new wine and we need new wineskins for a changing culture and
church.

One way that you can begin is to be sure your church is registered on the website:
www.find-a-church.org

Be sure your church’s information is up to date. There are specific steps and instructions to do so. You can put a
word of greeting, worship times, pictures, and directions by going to:

http://archives.umc.org/Directory/login.asp?mid=222
I have noticed that many of our churches in our district don’t even have the times
of their worship service visible or available. Are our doors open?

As we open our hearts, our minds and our doors, we must be a church that is not just on Sunday but everyday of
the week reaching out in ministry in today’s culture. As the bishop shared with us, pastors are not just appointed
to a church, but we are appointed to meet the missional field of our community to reach out to those
neighborhoods, areas, and people. The church is not just there to care for ourselves, but to reach out to all. God
be with you as you Rethink Church in new and vital ways!

In Christ’s ministry together,

Jim

T h r e e R i v e r s C u r r e n t
A P u b li c a t io n o f t h e T h r e e R iv e r s D i s t r i c t

U n i o n o f th e U n i te d M e t h o d is t C h u r c h

Issue 6, Vol. V July-August 2009



DID YOU KNOW?

Charge Conference packets were given to the
pastors at Annual Conference. Those few pastors
who did not attend will be receiving theirs in the
mail (unless other arrangements have been made)

Your Church Leadership Directories (included
annually with charge conference materials) are
used for mailing lists of your church leaders by
BOTH the district and the conference offices.
These are VERY IMPORTANT and need to be
turned in with the Charge Conference materials.

The Local Church Report (Year-end report) is very
important to complete online or print and send via
mail. The figures on this form are used to calculate
the church apportionments. If you don’t turn this
report in, the apportionments will be based on the
previous year’s figures.

If you are serving as your church delegate, you may
not serve as a district delegate. Church delegates
are listed in the Leadership Directory. District
delegates nominated at your church/charge
conference are to be listed in the Omnibus Form.

The Current is a publication of the Three Rivers
District Union, UMC. Published monthly except
July/August issue.

Editor – Gail Applebee
Publisher – Barbara George

Our address is: Three Rivers District UMC
415 Walnut St
Coshocton, OH 43812

Phone: 740-622-8880 Fax: 740-622-8884
Web site coordinator: Michael Warschauer
Website: http://www.gbgm-umc.org/3rivers/home.html

OFFICE HOURS

District Office is open
Monday thru Friday.

Office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Beginning June 19, 2009 the District
Office will be closed on Fridays for the

summer months.

Youth Musicale

Youth Musicale 2009 will present a concert at Nashville
UMC, 302 W. Millersburg St. (State Route 39) on
Saturday, July 11 at 7:00 PM. Sponsored by the East Ohio
Evangelical Fellowship, Youth Musicale originated as an
activity of Key 73, an evangelism emphasis of the United
Methodist Church.

Youth Musicale is comprised of youth from all over
Ohio. The choir and staff members represent many
denominations. The choir will travel during the month of
July and minister in different churches. They also sing in
nursing homes, parks, malls, senior citizen centers, youth
attention centers, camps and village squares. Throughout
the year they sing for banquets and church services. In
addition to their music, Youth Musicale presents a puppet
ministry for all ages and shares their own personal
testimonies.

A freewill offering will be received.

Killbuck Prayer Breakfast

Killbuck UMC will host a fellowship &
prayer breakfast on Saturday, July 18 at 8:00
a.m.
Our guest speaker will be Dr. Charles Hart of
Millersburg. ALL interested FRIENDS are
invited and encouraged to attend. For info
call 330-276-3871.



YOUTH
August 14-16
Adult Youth Leaders Retreat
The Annual Adult Youth Leaders Workshop and Retreat
will be held on August 14 and 15 at Camp
Aldersgate. Our featured leader is Dr. Fred Edie, faculty
at Duke University and director of the Duke Youth
Academy. Dr. Edie will lead us in an exciting and
inspiring discussion based on his new book, Book, Bath,
Table and Time, which suggests how congregational
youth ministries may benefit from attention to corporate
worship as a crucial zone of formation for youth.

Annual Conference Highlights:

The Cabinet was challenged by CCYM to a “Dance Contest” at
Lakeside. The contest was held outside of Hoover Auditorium. The
Cabinet went first. They wore ‘chess pieces’ on their heads (to
distinguish them from the Youth??)
Photo is of Bishop Hopkins at the contest. (note the “Bishop” chess
piece on his head). The dancers included all present D.S.’s (including
Jim) and newly installed – including some spouses.
CCYM followed with a very organized, well practiced dance. The crowd
that gathered outside were truly the winners! They were treated to such
a sight and had so much fun!

2009 All-Ohio Youth Weekend
Presented by East & West Ohio

Conferences

October 30-November 1, 2009
At Alladin Shrine Center

3850 Seltzer Road
Columbus OH 43219

Watch future mailings for more details

MISSION INSIGHT
The East Ohio Conference has a new resource available to local churches to help in ministry planning.
MISSION INSITE is a tool to help you explore your ministry area and discover new mission opportunities.
This is FREE and available to all EOC churches. Go to www.MissionInsite.com and register your church.
Our agency account number ID# is A54VG

Dirk Elliott will be coming to our district office on September 2nd, beginning at 10:00 a.m., to provide
a training in using the mission insight and for helping churches reach their demographics in their
community. There is only room for 10 attendees. Please call the District Office to register !

School Kits are always needed

The need is constant. The most requested supplies are school kits and health kits. Last year
148,964 health kits were sent. Congregations and individuals are encouraged to consider collecting
kit supplies or making contributions to the UMCOR Material Resource ministry, either to assemble kits
or support shipping costs. It costs an average of $6,700 to ship a 40-foot container of goods from
Sager Brown to its final destination overseas.
UMCOR offers a variety of resources that help tell the UMCOR story. Use these resources to support
your church and community programs. Many are free. Most are available for you to download online at:
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/resources/

Giving to Material Resources, UMCOR Advance #901440



Three Rivers District
Fall Clergy Family Fellowship

Thursday, August 20th

3:30 p.m. – Rolling Ridge Ranch
FUN for All ages!

The Rolling Ridge Ranch is located between Berlin and Walnut Creek in the heart of Amish country. The
ranch features over 500 animals & birds from around the world. We’ll feed the animals from a guided horse-
drawn wagon tour. (Cost of the wagon ride is gift from DS, as long as we have your reservation by August
12th!)

6:00 p.m. – Dinner at Millersburg UM Church
Mark your calendars now for this special fun day. All active and retired clergy families are invited to come.
We’ll be welcoming new clergy families to the district. We will need your reservation no later than
August 12 th. A donation for the meal will be collected.

Pastor’s Retreat Network:
Are you familiar with the Pastors Retreat Network? There is a retreat center right
here in our Three Rivers District. A Valley View Inn is just three miles from
New Bedford, OH resting among the farms, fields and woodlands of Amish
country.

Pastors Retreat Network offers five-day retreats to pastors and pastor couples.
The programs balance solitude and community time. Scripture reading and
meditation are at the heart of the experience. During your five-day retreat, God
will meet you—to encourage your walk, strengthen your marriage and ministry,
and renew your passion for Him. Pastors Retreat Network serves those who are in
full-time Christian pastoral ministry and for adults only.

Attendance at retreats is by invitation only. There are no fees for the services—your retreat is a gift from foundations,
corporations, laity, previous guests and churches that share a vision for serving the Church.

Check out their website at www.pastorsretreatnetwork.org for further information and to request an invitation.

Annual Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat
Put on your calendar now: November 9, 10, 11 for the Annual Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat.
It is being held at the Carlisle Inn in Sugar Creek, Ohio. This is open for all clergy (elders,
deacons, provisionals, and local pastors).

The leader of this year’s retreat will be Harry Pickens. Harry is an outstanding jazz
musician, composer, and inspirational speaker. You’ll go away from the retreat lifted and
blessed.

Registration brochures are available in our District Office or contact Order of the Elders
chairperson, Jan Yandell at jan@eastshorechurch.com (216/261-1688).





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
District
Office

Closed

4

Independence
Day

5 6 7 8 9 10

District
Office

Closed

11

12 Gail’s
Birthday

13 14 15 16 17
District
Office

Closed

18

19 20 21 22 23 24

District
Office

Closed

25 Jim’s
Birthday

26 27 28 29 30 31

District
Office

Closed

July 2009

D.S. Out

D.S. Out thru August 3


