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Methodism came to this country from England in 1784.  The following year Matthew 
Greentreeand Adam Cloud were appointed as circuit riders to this part of New Jersey.  
They began to hold regular meetings in a Hightstown tavern owned by Adam Shaw, 
which was near the site of the Old HightsHotel.  In 1786, John McCloskyand Ezekiel 
Cooper were appointed to the circuit and continued to teach at the tavern.  However, 
they were not satisfied to continue preaching at a tavern and stated that they would 
not return the following year unless a more suitable place was found.

A young man named Robert 
Hutchinson heard of the possible 
ending of the services.  Upon 
returning to his home in Milford 
(now Etra), he invited his uncle, 
Joseph Hutchinson, to attend the 
next services in Hightstown.  After 
hearing the sermon, Joseph 
Hutchinson invited the preachers 
to hold regular services in his 
home instead of the tavern.  
A Methodist Society was soon 
organized, and three of the original 
members became preachers. 



Milford (now Etra)

Soon after the society was organized, 
Joseph Hutchinson erected a small 
wooden church which was 30 by 50 
feet.  The church was located on the 
east side of Milford, overlooking the 
pond, and across the road from the 
cemetery.  By 1825, the society had 
grown to forty members and plans 
were made to enlarge the structure.  
When the plans failed, members from 
Hightstown proposed to return the 
place of worship back to Hightstown 
and erect a new building there.  So, 
after fifty years in Milford, the church 
moved back to Hightstown.  All that 
remains of the Milford church is the 
cemetery, which was declared an 
historical site by East Windsor 
Township. 


